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mem. For to ſuggeſt that the Law of Zoſes was at any time ut- 
terly loſt, and was afterward dictated anew in a miraculous Mans 


Old Teſtament: And to inſinuate that the Prophecies of- 
one of the Prophets which were received into the Je 
were not underſtood by the Prophet himſelf, but were mi 


the Credit beth of 4 ths. and of all the reſt of them; as even the 
Authority of the whole Body of the Scripture-Canon muſt — 
by-needs be ſbaken, if not overthrow n.. | 
S. 5. Wherefore concluding 1 had found ſo odd 2 Gini. 25 a if 
al the Copies of the Books of Moſes had been entirely loſt in 
22 Years time, ſo as to have need of a Second Auſer to write 
them over-again- by Inſpiration; and that Daniel knew not how 
to interpret his. own Viſion, of which he expreſſy yet decharerh, 


Frremigh 2 needs alſo have been miſtaken in his Propheſying 
of what is ſaid by this Author he true, according to the vul 
Latin 7 which we have: I could hardly have Patience with 
ſuch a Writer as this, whom I could confider no otherwiſe than 
as an Atheiſt in Diſguiſe, writing on purpoſe to ſubvert all Re 
—— or as the vileſt of H _— — ge rem 

| wophanely perſonating a Wh» Haelo- 
i n and mimicking d the Inſpiron of the 
his "rd, not a lietle tonfingiah in, alſo by many othit 
AbſiJicien and. manifeſt Errors that I met with, or at leaſt pers 
ſuaded myſelf that I did, in reading over this Book: Vea, feve. 


extravagant, as: I: could not bear the Thoughts of à Bock in 
which they were contained, without the utmoſt degree of Diſ. 
gain; nor even without ſome Cenſure upon the Church of Eu 
lune for ſo much ** It GIFT. up — 


any ee ee . ee 


phets; . conſequently alſo of the Chriſtian Religion built upon | 


ner, and this alſo privately, doth fo palpably, in all Mens Judg+ 
ments; ſtrike at the Authority of the UT Sacred Book of the 


and even falſly reported by him, doth doubtleſs ſo derogind To from 


that the —.— etation was given him by the . and that 


ral -Paſlaged in it appeared to me ſo very trifling, ridiculous and 
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ones, for 4 of Life, and Inſtruction of Manners. Nor was 


Pture, | Hiſtory, Philoſophy, and the common Senſe and Expe- 
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dn are ſupported but — 
that prove too much, if they prove any thing at all; and are 


the while; I could eaſily ſhew. I had a 9 
et] * 


ec), or Partridge's Lions, 123 eV ; 


22 — 3 up with them; yea, not leaving out the pte. 


tended VifMus of Bickerſtaff + And was thinking, that theſe would 
not do ſo much Miſchief to Religion, nor bring ſuch Diſgrace | 
on the Holy Books, as an Impoſture of this Nature; that is, 
ſuppoſing all to be really ſo as it a ppeared at firſt View. Where- 
fore-it was the greateſt Difficulty in the World for me to refrain 


here from falling in with our Diſſenters, and from ey 
even their judgment before that of the venerable Compilers 


our Articles, as who have ſolemnly and authentickly recom- 
mended this very Book (among others) next to the nical 


I able at firſt to forgive our firſt we gs, for but tolerating 
= _ an Engliſh Tranſlation; as thereby maki ng themſelves, in 
nion, Accomplices to the Cheat, (if that be really ſo) 
9 no ſuch Publick and Authentick Declaration, in its 


— had been made, 
$ 7. And no wonder if fo. many Inconſiltencies with Sent 


rience of Mankind, which herein did offer themſelves to my 
Odſerration, tranſported me fo far, as to forget the Beauties 
thereof, with which 1 had been fo taken, and the Exactneſ of 
Order, and wonderful Congruities that here and chere ſorpri- 
zingly. do diſplay themſelvgs,” under all the Difadvantages of 
Dreſs-it-is ——— as in. Thus the more I conſi- 
I- was the more amazed : I was toſſed from inion to 
. and there was no one Opinion which 1 had hitherto 
met with (tho I had ſongh after all that could be fe about 
the Author of this k which did content me; ſince they 
are generally built upon * ga void of any real Evidence; 
ueſſes, or by ſome Critical Remarks, 


capable alſo of being turned ſeveral ways, as, if it were worth 
Queſtions here 
tisfaction from 


to be reſolved in; but could find but li 


the Criticks in any of them. For whether this be a Book more 


ee belonging to the Old Teſtament, or to the New ; whe- 
it ought to bet in the Canon, or out of it; whether it were 


on een or by a Second Ezra; by a Jew, or by a 


Chriſtian; by a Catholick, or by a Heretick'; with an Honeſt, 
* Diſhoneſt Deſign; 3 hath been but very ſuperficially 


after 
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of Pains , 


peak freely, they ſeem to me more than Artificial: Nothing in 
1 word, can. be finer than ſeveral of the Aptitudes, or more. 


ſublime than ſome of the Ideas. But before I mention any of 


theſe, or attempt to draw the Veil from before them, I cannot. 
omitt to take Niece of the many Blots and Deformities, which 
cover it now almoſt throughout, and are diſcernible .to any 
Common Eye. 175 815 


58. Nothing, for Inſtance, can be more ridiculous than the 
Tale of two huge Monſters, one for the Land, and the other for 
the Sea : Or than that Enoch, the Land- Monſter, (for ſuch is his 
true Name) ſhould have one whole Seventh Part of the Earth 
to himſelf; and Leviathan, the Sea -Monſter, as much at leaſt, of 
the Sea for his Share : Nothing more falſe, or more contradict - 
ed by common Experience, than the Earth's being to the Sea, as, 
K is to One: Nothing more Unphiloſophical, and nothing, 
more exploded now by All than the Imagination of certain 
Springs above the Firmament, or of Cataracts hanging in the Air; 
the bd of Clouds and Rain from Vapours, exhaled by 
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the Solar Heat, not being longer doubted of by any: Nothing 
more Extravagant, nothing more Romantick, than the Bleeding 
of Wood, and the Speaking of Stones Nothing, according to 
the preſent Conſtitution of the World, and the ordinary Laws 
of Nature, more incredible than the Flowers of unchangeable C- 
lour, or the Fountains either of Au or of Honey, flowing out 
of the Earth: Nor are the mighty Mountains of Roſes and 
Lilies, or the Gates of Fire — Earthquake, whether they be 
for the Entertainment of the Faithful, or for the Diſplaying 
of God's Glory, and the Wonders of his Law, much better 
accommodated to the Reality of Nature, and to the Principles 
that are now Univerſally Received, at leaſt among the Learned. 
Nothing can ſure be more like to an Elan Dream, in all Ap- 
' Pearance, than ſych Gates as theſe, and ſuch Mountains and ſuch 
Flowers; with ſuch Trees as are herein deſcribed, being planted 
by Prophets after their Death; and ſuch Springs too, which are 
ſuppoſed to be as the Breafts of that Great She- Animal the Earth, 
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" Nothing, in word, doch ſhew more unebuth and odd than 
His > N of the Gration of the Univerſe ; particularly 
| thay) HF thie# Eons of Spirit, Do ug, and Hehe; his Fr. 
ane Spirit, or Soul, for the Separation of the Two Sorts ol 
8 Celeſtial and Terreſtrial; his Manner of God's drying 
»p, and then teeping the Earth, except one Seventh Part of it 
given away for a moſt Particular Uſe; the Divine Charge given 

to the Sun himſelf no leſs than to the Moon and Stars, with 
relation t0 their Homage to Man, and that even before there 

Was # Man yet formed ; the Commandment given to the Fir- 
mament to part aſunder, and the Diviſion thence of one and the 
fame Element in Twain, the one Part Aſcending, ànd the other 
Subſiding, and this without Change of their Elemental Quality; 
the Generation or Prolation of Light without dhe Sun, out of 
certaih inviſible Treaſures; rhe Plantation and Cultivation of 
ſome Parts of the Earth without the Help of à Man; theſe on 
the 7 ird Day (according to — being already planted of Goa 
ant tilled : his Recital of the Order from the Divine Majeſty, 
that the Su: ſhoald ſhine, as if the Sun had been dark before, 

even as the Earth, and had prz-exiſted without being manifeſted, 
un ie yall forth of the ſaid Order; his Sn ſuppoſe 
ati inherent Cipht in the Moon, contrary to Daily Obſervation, 
and to the cleareſt Demonſtrations of : Aſtronomers, proving that 
it'moft needs be an Opaque Body; his Marſhalling the Stars, in 
order to do Service unto One that was not then in Being, and 
One beſides, who when he began to be, was not an Ihhabitant 
of their World; his Appointment of the Eartbly Plants, and 
of the Heavenly Powers in fo diſagreeable a Manner, as to aſſign 
the more Ignoble to the Lot of the Creator, but the more No- 
ble to the Lot of the Creature; and his Three Great Productions 
upon the Two Laſt Days, as the Glory of all the Divine Work- 
manſhip, namely, Enoch, Leviathan, and Adam. And in my 
Opinion, nothing can be more prepoſterous and abſurd, than to 
fancy that GOD ſhould, as this Writer ſeemeth more than 
once to. aſſert, create this whole Habitable Earth for the Uſe 
and Pleafure of One Nation alone, and that too none of the 
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moſt Confiderable ; a Nation which, according to his own Com- 
pariſon, with reſpe& to the Multitude of other Nations, is no 
more than as One Dove out of all the Fowls, or as One Sheep 
out ok all the Catte] : Vea, not only fo, but that even the great 
Werlt idelf, or World of Worlds, ſhould with all the Furniture 
of the Heavens, and the innumerable Multitude of thoſe pro- 
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cond" Boot of ES DRA S. 
Tame d e orlboch only eee e 
fion of all the. reſt of the Poſtetity of Adam; apop this 
Jars, Thay all Things wete mads For the Elec, and @ut 

98 are IN bad db} 5 5 3 * 5 * 2 5 nr 
99. All theſe Things did appear at firſt Sight, fo, very Shock- 


* 
. 


le&, or God's Peculiar. 
ing to Common Senſe, and che Principles. of Human Na 


ture, as I need but juſt mention them, 1 think, to expoſe, the 
For one muſt ſurely have a large flock % Superſtition and Cre- 
dolity, to be able to digeſt ſuch Coarſe, ſuch Childiſh, ſuch Un- 
natural, and ſuch Wild Imaginations as theſe, and to fir down 
with ſuch Strange and Ruſtick Notions of God and Nature, as 
here to the Eye appear; if we have at leaſt the true Readi 


. 


of  Eſdras, or if his Words are to be Interpreted in the firſt and 


moſt obvious Senſe as they do preſent themſelves. And F muſt 
f e you, Sir, as I cannot but, upon the deepeſt Refſexion, 
have Vaſt and Auguſt Thoughts of all God's Works, both of 
Creation and Providence ; —— am more than ordinarily Charm d 
in obſerving that Character of Infinity and Divinity Which ap- 
peareth ſtamped by GOD, after manifold Manners, 


| y. | vpop all 
the Parts of the Grand Univerſal Syſtem of Nature; for the 
diſplaying his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in All and through All no 
leſs than his Power: So nothing is more apt to ſtrike me with 


greater Averſion, in my Way of Thinking, than ſome Peggar” 
ma- 


Iy, Mean, and Inconſiſtent Hypotheſes, concerning the Orig 


tion of the World, and all that is therein contained; in as much 


as they grade GOD to the narrow pitiful Conceptions of the 


meaneſt of Men, yea, of ſuch of them as may truly be compared 


to the Brutes; and thus do repreſent Him not ſo Wiſe, nor fo 
Good, as even Some of his Creatures (yea, though they be of 
an inferior Order too) are found to be. „ 


8 10. For this Reaſon it was concluded then, that this Eſdras 
Co called) could be no ſuch Divinely Inſpired Perſon as he pre- 


. tended to be, but an Ignorant Pretender only; becauſe he re- 


ceived ſuch vulgar and groſs Traditions concerning the Produ- 
ction of the World, and Origination of the Creatures as Cer- 


tain: Which not only every Philoſopher, acquainted with Na- 
ture, can ſay muſt needs be Otherwiſe, but which even every 
Perſon of Common Senſe may know that there is no ground to 
believe, and very much to ſuſpect. 3 


* 


9. 11. However, ſince it is the Part of a Prophet not to tell of 
the Things which are paſt, but of them which are to come; ] was 
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much other Eſteem for this Author, than the curſory Obſerva- 
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exſon | 


Wt N 
World, and the Time of it, 
fo Near, fo very Near, as he apprehended that it 7 77 not be 


4 2 


Con and about the Middle of the Fourth Millenary, 28 


pletiongf the Prophecy, or the Oracular Anſwer, will be found to 
antedate the Originof the World, at Jeaſt Ten Thouſand Years be- 
yond any Account of thoſe who receive the Writings of Moſes. 
812. Theſe are ſome of the Faults that preſently diſcovered 
themſelves, as I thought, to my View: And theſe, with many 
other Objections, aroſe in my Mind, with reſpe& to his C ſmo- 
Jogy only, and to his Theory of the various ſucceſſive P:riods of 
this our Globe, from its firfl Creation till its Final Re· generation, 
or Re-creation. | g EY | . | | ONT 17185 | 
9 13. Notwithſtanding this, there were ſome Perſons; whoſe 
Judgment I could not altogether flight, who ſeemed to have a 


tions which I had made upon him would allow-me to have ; And 
fe) Chap. iv. 49, 50,51. (“) vii. 23. (c) xiv. 11. 


- 


* . a — * * W . „% 33 20 
* 2 . * _ POPE en 6 — * — * 2 15 ann NY nm 
e 3 * . wy F . 4 Nel g us at PPA ĩ MAE IE SEISS mt. 4. . e 
* LIM 4 ee ET F 2 = wee S 3 SE 7 #72 8 Oy FO uns Fs TE od * bl eas £2 LY N 
ROS: * 3 4. a”. ys N = „ r oo ft 9 4 = 1 2 9 1 * F N 


rr 85 7 A e N 2 
„ 0 CE OI 3 OO one $9 Bout, ARS „ „% DEBT, mY 
8 o „„ . V ee ' 6 * 8 3 
N eee „„ / d ES Rs. AT 5 N 2 7.4 
o bs thence Mo A > 9 3 WOT of KOs Ef CBT 8 CY Se 4 bs 5 24 * : 3 4 . . F p $ — po 
„ N 1 by Cr ey 5 22 Ne 33 . 4 e „ : * wo 3 
„3 IIS SE 20 6 rt a 8 , OF, 7 | " : . | 3M 
- By * * _ a s * a " 44 * . "©; " 0 * 4 , 9 
1 f ; ; 
7: x — 1 — 3 % * . 2 i : * * * , 2 $ * * 
T's - ; p vo * NOS © q , = * , * - = 5 J A 2 2 * * > v5 4 F ** * 
TY” . J * — : 6 * q * *» P 
* N * * fl 9 h . 
"4 — , 4. 7 FS , N „ 
1 2 « 2. i. Gs "af * 2 4 Y * _ 


1 olved, to. 1 this 
Fubſect, and to examine with more Exactneſs than hitherto had «+ 
done, a Book that, as it had yielded me ſome Pleaſure, had ſo 
extremely diſguſted me in ſo many Points, and thoſe alſo of the 
higheſt Moment, So I proceeded on with my Task, I having 
"read it before only by Snatches ; and ſet myſelf to compare it 
with the Hiſtories and Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, with- ' 
_ out. troubling myſelf much with the Commentators. Hereupon, 
ſome of the Objections indeed which J had raiſed, began in- 
ſtantly to vaniſh : But a great many others ſtill continued to ſtare 
me in the Face; and made me almoſt out of all Patience with 
_ focha Dreamer, as This did appear to me, from whom I could expect, 
by bis Character, to meet with little elſe but Chimera's and 
Hircocerves. However, I purſued my Courſe, that I might oo 
© aclear View of the Delign of it, if there were Any at all in it, 
which I ſometimes doubred of. | „ 
9 14. And when I had read it, with ſome degree of Applica- 
tion, near about half through, I firſt began to ſuſpe& that there 
might poſſibly be an Unity of Deſign in the Whole, and ſuch 
as might be worth the While to enquire into. I was reſolvef! 
therefore to read on ſtill, taking with me that View all along: 
And thus having read it through with Care, I perceived that my 
Conjecture was not grounded amiſs; and fo I ſet me to a Second 
Reading, to try whether I could make a full Diſcovery of it. 
And I read till I came to theſe Words in the VIIIth Chapter, 
Hilium Verborum Eſdræ priuſquam aſſumeretur, which in our Tran- 
lation are, This is the Beginning of the Words of Eſdras before he 
nas taken up Which ſurprized me, I muſt own, very much, fo 
as even almoſt to make me deſpair of ever finding out the Clue 
of this Labyrinth. Yer I would not be diſcouraged by all theſe 
' Difficulties, if by any means I might arrive at the Diſcovery 
| of this; which I fancied might be at leaſt of as much Ser- 
vice as to unravel the Deſign of Homer, or of any other of the 
. Heathen Prophets; and might alſo be as Diverting as a great 
g many Diſquiſitions of Learned Men, which they have been at 
the Pains to make, with hardly any other View than pleaſantly 


- therefore. 1 reſolved. to take a Review of my Thoughts on 


: to amuſe themſelves and their Readers. I was hereupon con- 
i vinced that there was a ſtrange Jumble in the Preſent Diſpoſition 
of this Book: And that theſe Words, which are now placed in 
; the Middle of it, were once placed in the Beginning of it, or of 
ome other Book of Ezra, or that was Aſcribed to him; which 
| had ill more and more Conviction of before got to the End: 
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the T could now give a 'pretty tolerable Account of 
ranfpoſitions, and P 


Franſpoſitians, and of an Interpolation here and there 
evidently betrayed itſelf not to be of a piece with the 


which ; 


£ 


to fling it away entirely, with a Deſign never to look on it 
more. Let L read, and read again; being as much Charmed 
with ſome of the Beauties, as I was Diſtaſted at the many Defor- 


mities that I met with in it. It is true, ſome of theſe were re- 


* 


— 


moved by having obſerved certain Errors and Diſlocations of 
the Scribes, which ought by no means to be imputed to the Au- 
thor himſelf; but others were Unſurmountable, or ſeemed ſo to 
ae, „„ on ary oy 
6 16. Alfo ſeveral Freſh Difficulties ftarted up in the Reading 
it; Difficulties which had not been remarked by any other be- 
Fore me, fo far as 1 can learn. I did what was poſſible to ſolve 
them, if that could fairly be done. Some Solutions | thought 
were not very Hard. Nevertheleſs, my Diſſatisfaction for 2 
great while did remain upon me. For 1 judged it impoſſible to 
account for ſome of his Dreams, or even to make Senſe, of ſom 
ok his Prediftions; and was pretty confident, that all the World 
eduld never be able to clear him of ſome Matters advanced by 
Bim, eſpecially in his XIIIth and XIVth Chapters; appearing 
not only highly derogatory to the Truth of the Sacred Canon, 
but plainly contradictory alſo to the common Reaſon of all 
Mankind, as well as to all Hiſtory that is extant,  __ 
9 16. And certainly ſuch Vulgar, fuch Lame, ſuch Incohe- 
Tent, and withall, ſuch Wild and Romantick Imaginations, as 
did ſeem to me here diſperſed vp and down in this ſtrange Book, 
(as it is in the Latin Tranſlation of it) and chiefly in to men- 
tioned Chapters, can never be admitted by any, but ſuch De- 


vont Melancholifts as have been content to make firſt a Sacrifice 


of their Reaſon to what they call Faith, though at oy d ; 
fondly ſuppoſing theſe Two to be inconfiſtent with each other. 


Nay, I dare be bold farther to fay, after having pretty ſeverely 
conſidered all the Relations, or Accounts of Fact, herein ne 
an, 


ted, that there are required no leſs Degrees of Legendary Fail, 

to aſſent to ſome of them; if at leaſt we may be able to paſs a 

Judgment on them by. their outward viſible Form. and by their 
rt and obvious Appearance; or from the Vulgar Copy, which 


. 
- 
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many Inconſiſtences with the Genuine Books of the Sacred Ca- 
non of the Jews, as after all I had much ado ſeveral times not 
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be needful to make one believe in every Solenin Tale of 4 T 
that is but gravely told. Neither do I ſee but we may quite as 
well receive Wel or all the Fabulous and Ludicrous Accounts 
which this Fruitful Age hath produced, by what Name ſoever 
they be diſtinguiſhed, for True and Avthentick Hiſtories ; 43 
ſubſcribe to the Literal Truth of ſome certain Accounts which 


very Poſſibility is hardly to be defended, To in 


ate herein given. They are ſo far from Mutz that their 


| nce in but 
De . Of this Number we may reckon, without doubt, the 
Travels of certain Captives without the Leave or Knowledge of 
their Maſters, or without being taken Norice of at all (fo far as 
we can find) by any of the Nations or Kingdoms through which 
they are made to have paſſed, in their Way to a certain Imagi- 
nary Country where never Mankind dwelt, even a Country which - 
in above Two Thouſand Years none have ever been able with 
all their Diligence hitherto to diſcover ; and Waden 
poſed to lie at the Diſtance of a continual March of about Eigh- 
teen Months from the Place of their firſt Settlement, or Aſſign- 


ment, if we allow them to travel by very eaſy Marches at the 


tate of Eight or Ten Miles a Day, cannot have any where a 


Subſiſtence but in the Atlantick Ocean, with the Old or New 


ventures about the Byſh,.in all afprarhney no leſs extravagant, 


* 


Atlantis, There are likewiſe found here related ſome other Ad- 


if not impoſlible ; as which can have no Foundation in Fact, 


1am ſure, according as they are commonly apprehended, with- 


out quite overturning all the Foundations which have been of 
Old, yea, from the very Beginning; and making bolder with 
Axioms of Eternal Verity than is at all convenient. This is e- 
nough to have found in any one Author, one would think, to 
give one an Averſion for all that he can ſay, 

S 18. However, after all there may be ſufficient Reaſon to 
doubt, whether this Book, that is, as we have it added to our 
Bibles, were originally written by any One Author whatſoever. 
And then as all of it may not be of the ſame Stamp, or from the 


ame Mint, there may be Something ſtill found which Jonny 


may requite the unwearied Diligence of the Reader, after that 


all the Traſh and Rubbiſh ſhall be thrown afide. For in the 


Two Laff Chapters there is a notable Difference of Style from 


that of all the Book beſides; neither is there any the leaſt men- 
h tion 
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_ Fuſion. we here meet with, and ſo many are the Miflakes made 


immediately preceding Chapters, but 
"AY for the Toe en Nad 
written by the ſame Author as the Twelve following ones, which 
there. is Ground enough (notwithſtanding they bear both in che 
Title and the Text the ſame Name) to doubt of, they being I; - 
dependent from them as much as if they were Separate Books; 
it is plain yet, that according to the Order of Time, theſe ought 


to be placed Laſt, not Firſt. Foraſmuch as theſe Chapters were 
bndoudredly written after the Hebrew Canon of the Prophetical 
Books, was by Ezra Eſtabliſhed, that is, ſome Time. after the 
Fews Return from their Captivity in Babylon ; whereas the fol- 
lowing. Twelve relate manifeſtly to what is ſaid to have been 
tranm ced many Years. before, even during the Heat of that 


Captivity. And the like Uncertainty may be obſerved, ag to 
ſome other Paſſages, particularly in the Vith and VIlich Chap: 
ters, beſides that large Inſertion concerning the State of the De- 

whenceſoever it firſt came, which you have. obliged the 


Curious with from the Oxford Manuſcript. Such is the Con; 


by One and by Another, as all is Labyrinth; and to trace out, as, 
- midſt all, the true Mind of the Author, is a Labour hardly to be 
conceived. There is no one Book, either Sacred or Prophane, 
extant, which hath been worſe treated, fo far as my Knowledge 
reacheth. But I tire both myſelf and you, in looking ſo long 
2 earneſtly upon that which is fo Diſtaſteful to Good Senſe. 
2 much ado have I to forbear crying out, Azay with this 
8 19. Theſe, Sir, are fome of the Blots which are the moſt 
Glaring; and they are but a few alſo out of a great Number 
which 1 have obſerved, and whereof I may have occaſion; per- 
haps to ſpeak hereafter. Wherefore, not to detain you longer 
with the unpleaſant Recital of ſeveral Blunders (real or pre · 
tended) in Hiſtory, Geography, Chronology and Genealogy, 
which offer themſelves to a Critical Reader of this Book, ac- 
_ cording to the only Copy of it that was Extant, till you were 
prevailed on to give us a New (and very Different) Verſion 6 
it from the Arabick; I ſhall now, fince theſe have been already 
both by Proteſtants and Romaniſts animadverted upon, paſs on 
to the ſeveral Opinions of Learned Men (as reſulting in part 
from theſe Obſervations) concerning both the Author and Au- 
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ought to be) made hereof by us who are in Poſſeſſion of it; 
nd at the fame time endeavour to ſhew what is moſt Valuable 
in it, and for the Sake of which I have been induced to be at 
che Pains of ſo tedious an Examination, in hopes to gratify ſome 
who are not too much prepoſſeſſed for or againſt any thing that 
pretendeth a Divine Originell. 


Genuine or Spurious, to which the Name of EZ RA is prefix d, 


that the Difficulties co each of theſe are neither Small 


nor Few, and that Some have ſearched for plauſible Argaments, 
wherewith to attack the Canonical no leſs than the Apocryptul 
ones ;; and have boaſted of their Succeſs. ' There are Pur Books 
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9 20. But firſt I muſt premiſe concerning all the Sacred Books, 


ordinarily aſcribed to him, two Canonical, and two Apocryphal: 


In ſome Manuſcripts of the Latin Vulgate which I have ſeen, 
there is alſo a Fifth Book Intituled to him; of which 1 have 
ſome few Remarks to communicate, and which will ſomewhat 
ſtrengthen the Authority of your Arabick Copy. And moreover 
it doth appear, from an Initial Table before a Manuſcript of the 
Vulgate in the King's Library, which probably may be as old at 
leaſt as that Arabia Copy which you have made uſe of, that 
there were anciently no leſs than Siæ Books aſcribed to him, and 
by ſome received into the Sacred Canon: But the Sixth Book, 


though mentioned in the Catalogue, is Deficient in the MS. ſo 


that we are here at a great Loſs to know what this did contain. 
Something yet may be ſaid of it, which is ſupported by an An- 


cient Tradition, © 


2x. I. The firff Book of Ezra is undoubtedly genuine, having 
been always received into the Hebrew Canon; notwithſtanding 
that ſome Modern Criticks have pretended to diſcover that the 
Six Firſt Chapters were not of his Writing, having been com- 
poſed by a certain Few (as they imagine) ſomewhat more Anci- 
ent than him, and not living in the fame Place as he did: And 


that there are alſo ſome Additions to that very Part which was 


— 4K is, either by Nehemiah or by ſome Latter Hand. The 
which Book, — commonly called the Firſt, becauſe it is 
admitted into the Ca as t 

Date of the Contents, than This which we call the Second Apo- 
* — Book of that Name: And therefore in the Laudean MS. 
as I remember you told me, it was made to follow this Uncano- 
nical one (generally made the laſt;) and is thence called there, 
as alſo in ſome Greek MSS. the Second Book ; the Name of the 


firſt 


non, is nevertheleſs much Later as to the 


a>" " El 


* _ 2 4 * RS 7 —— . eee . 
q 1 K A ö 2 8 * 3 22 2 
R ' * eh 2 8 + ca S por 3 Av N a 

r Fea . 4 „ x 12 bes, A , * 
5 * a, 1 * WOK oo ee 9 + n * 
7 3 N & 
- « : 5 . 4 ; 
1 8 * 


| 14 A Drs S HRTATI OR 6 
written. before it, and to be no Jeſs:Canoriical.. it conta 
the Hiſtory of the Delivery of the Jes from the Capꝛiv 
Babylon, and their Re · ſettlement in their own Cauntiy; from 
the Firſt Year. of Gr#s to the Twentieth. of Artaxerxes: Longir 
menus ; that is, for upwards of Fourſcore Near. 
$ 22. II. That which is commonly called the Second Baal of 
E 1 or Eſdras, in moſt of the Ancient Verſions, is what we 
o in ours call the Book of Nehemiah,; of which none but Me. 
bemiah himſelf, for certain, was the Author; as from the Inter- 
Y nal Character of it is evident. The Divine Authority of it hath 
been notwithſtanding profeſſedly oppoſed by ſome Bold Wirs, 


gven / flat Contradictions to the Undoubted Book of EN 
Whence they conelude with the higheſt Confidence, that one 
dor other, or both of them, muſt at leaſt needs be Corrupted 
even upon e cb Author or Authors were 8 
Inſpired of God. But this formidable Obje&ion hath been ſu 
Geiently, I think, baffled by the learned and curious Rexherws:of 
— 5 his Appendix to his Matheſss Moſaica, as alſo by a late 
earned Commentator of our oon; not to mention any ether 
Nor need the Authority of any Book, as it is Hiſtorical, be bet: 


ently made but one Book with that of .Ez74, as being a Conti» 
nuation of the ſame: Hiſtory; and that theſe Iwo being aftet · 
wards divided, the former Part was then called the Firſt Book; 
and the latter Part the Second Book, of Ezra + For that theſe 
two Books ſhould Both paſs under the Name of Ezra. though 
certainly writ by Different Authors, and at Different Times; is 
no more Strange than that the Two'Baoks of Samud; accordi 
to our preſent Diſtribution and Denomination, ſhould be calle 
Both by the fame Name, though none of the Second, and but 
Part of the Firſt could. be writ by Samuel the Prophet. It 
therefore follows from theſe being both equally received into the 
Seripture Canon, as alſo the Two other, under one common 
Name of Semuel, or of Ezra; that it is no juſt Prejudice againſt 
the Authority of any Sacred Book, that it was not written hy 
the very Perſon whoſe Name it commonly beareth, but by ſame 
Later Author ; and conſequently that the two Apocryphal Bogks 
of Ezra are not, and ought not to be, rejected from the Canon, 
for, their not having been written by &zr74 himſelf, but for 
other Reaſons. The Second Canonical Book of Ezra, other- 
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who, pretend to diſcover ſeveral manifeſt Miſtakes in it, and 


ter eſtabliſhed than this is. It is generally thought that it anci+ 
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wiſe called Nehemiah; being then allowed to be of Equal Autho\ "BD 
rity with the Firſt ;: no Arguments ought to be made uſe of a 
againſt thoſe Books which the Church hath not thought fit to ap- 
ove, which may militate agginſt thoſe. that have been univer« 
ally Approved and Acknowledge®”: You very well know what 
Objections have been made againft this Book, both by Spinoſs |! 
and others, and what Anfwers are generally given to them, -Is 
cuntaineth the Hiſtory of the Settlement of the Jews in Jadee, 5 
ter their Return from Babylon; reckoning from the Twentieth 
ear of Artaxerxes Longimanus to the Firſt of Dærius Nothas, for 
23. III. That which is vulgarly called the Third Bool q 
Eſdras ur Ezra, or the Firſt Apochryphal Book of that Name, was 
written, without queſtion, by a Different Author, who muſt be 
later than either of theſe; it containing very little, ſo far as I 
enn obſerve, but a Repetition of what we had in the Two for- 
mer Books, beſide the Addition of ſome Miſtakes, or what is at 
leaſt very Suſpicious. It is found in the Greek, which very pro- 
bably was the Original; the Author of it being in all ap- 
pearance an Helleniff fem. And beſides the old Latin or the Yul- 
gate, there is alſo preſerved a Syriac Verſion of it. It is wane- 
ing however in ſeveral of the Greek Copies; and even in all 
thoſe which were made uſe by Demetrius Q etenſit, and the other 
learned Men, employed by the great Cardinal Aimenes a little 
before the Reformation, in the noble Complutenffve Edition of 
the Bille And was Two Hundred Years ago found only in the 
Latin, and that Interpolated too; whence both it and the Fourth 
Book, with the Prayer of Manaſſeh, being then extant neither 
in the Helrem nor the Greek, had ordinarily a non legitur, as 1 
have ſeen in ſome pretty old Copies of the Latin Bible, prefixed 
to them; to ſhew that they were not to be Read publickly in 
the Church, as not appearing to have the Evidence of any Sacred 
Authority, by their not having been Confirmed from the Teſti- 
mony either of the Native Jens or of the Hellenifts and Proſe- 
lytes, or of the Catholick Church, as Witneſſing to have re- 
ceived them from the Synagogue. So long as this Book appeared 
in no other Language than the Latin, that might very well paſe 
ong ſome for the Original; and eſpecially ſince the Greet Ec. _ 
eleſiaſtical Writers ſeem not ſo much as to have known it, one 
only among them excepted, who hath made bold to borrow the 
Name fs. Athanaſius, In like manner as when the ws of 
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Latin. Yea, even Mr, Du Pin, in his very learned Prelimi 
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N ND ime, yet it ſeems 


the Prejudice was ſo rooted, and fo little Notice was taken of 
it by the Learned, as even an Hundred Years after in 22 | 
it was believed to have never been in any other Tongue but 


Diſſertation to his Nouvelle Bibliothegue, Printed An. 1380 
ſpeaking of it, ſays, On ne a ni en Gros: ni en Hebren, mais ſan- 
lement en Latin, We have it neither in Greek, nor in Hebrew, 
but only in Latin. And yet it was publiſhed from a Manuſcript 
in the 1 of S. Victor at Paris, by Robert Stephens, and alſo 
in the London Poly lot, collated with the AlexandrianCopy at the 
of the Volume; as it is ſince that by Dr. Grabe 

from the 's Library in his Volume of the Sapiential Books, 
This Prayer and this Book go together: Neither is ĩt 
3 but they may have proceeded both from the ſame Author 
„ as by way of Appendix to the Paratipemena'of the 

King Tod, The Latin Fathers are not ſuch Strangen to the 
as Greek: S. Ambroſe and S. Auguſtin give "Credit to 

this Hiſtory, even in that which is Peculiar to it; and S. Cyprian 


alſo is here no leſs a Believer than they. Thus ſtood the Caſe 
while the Latin was thought to be the only Copy extant. But by 


good luck it was found in ſome Greek Captes by. Aſulanus, when 
Aldus was Printing his Sept uy at Venice: And perhaps the 
Fourth Book Abe might have been found in the ſame Language, 
ts tool, 26. chip and the-Proer of. Manaſſeh, if in ſearching the 
MSS. which were brought hither from Cundia and Conſtantinople, 
a- diligent Search had then been made, before many of them 

ws ty perſed and not heard of more. It is obſervable that in 


the famous * cetaeryh Code, this is placed the very firſt in or- 
der of the Books of Ezr4; chat which is tranſlated from the 


Hebrew being there made to hold the Place of the Second, as it 
is in the Order of Time : And with this doth agree alſo the H- 
riat Verſion, the Antiquity whereof is ſu XS to be almoſtas 
Old as n (eps or at leaſt not. much ater than en ay 
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(4) 2 Chron. XIIli. 19. 
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1 Hows is not the leaſt Ground 
either do I indeed find that 


9 24. IV. The Fourth Book of Ezra, and the Second Apocryphal 
under that Name, is generally concluded by Learned Criticks to 
have been written by a different Author from that of the Third, 
which is the Firff Apocryphal ; for beſides the great Difference 
of Style obſervable between them, there are ſome material Diſ- 
agreements as to the Contents, which have been taken notice 
of by others, and which I will not therefore trouble you with. 
But who and what this Author ſhould be, the Learned are among 
themſelves ſtrangely divided. For ſome F are of the Opinion, 
that none but Exra himſelf was the Author of it, according as 
the Inſcription beareth, and that it was a Secret Book delivered 
by him to the Elders of the People, or to the Great Sanhedrim, 
then when he ſealed the Publick Canon of the Fewiſh Scriptures : 
Which was not therefore to be read Publickſy in their Syna- : 
gogues, as the Sacred Books received into the Canon were ap- 
pointed to be; but was to be kept by them, for their own Pri- 
vate Information, much after the ſame Manner as the Learned 
Gentleman, by whom you was moved to give us this Anecdote, 
ſuppoſeth his Apoſtolical Conftitutions to have been. As theſe are 
— — by him to have been delivered to the Biſhops of the 
XIX Apoſtolical Churches, and by them kept as a Sacred Depo- 
ſitum ; ſo others may as well ſuppoſe the ſecret Delivery of 
ſuch a Book as this to the Chief of the Jewiſh Church, in order 
to be fo kept. And therefore they think it was called Apocry- 
| phal, becauſe it was appointed to be kept in the more ſecret 

Ar chives belonging to the Prieſts, - like manner as the —_— 
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18 ADiSSERTATION concer 
DOracles among the Roman, for the Uſe only of ſome Few; with 

out being received among the Publick acred Books for com- 
mon Edification, or permitted, to be openly read before the 
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25. The contrary Opinion to this is, that the whole is but 


| a mere Impoſture throughout, and is a Religious Cheat of ſome 


of the Ancient Hereticks, written about the time of the Declen- 


ſion of the Roman Empire, and after the fulfilling of the Pro- 


phecies therein pretended to be contained. And farther, it is 


ſuppoſed that it might be the Product of ſome Jewiſh Chriſtian, 
but groſly ignorant both in the Religion and Hiſtory of his own 
Nation, as well as of the Chriſtians Neither are there wantin 

very Popular Arguments for this; but I doubt whether they will 
be found Satis factory enough to any who ſhall be at the Pains to 


— 


examine them Critically and without Partiality. 


8 


9 26. There is a Third Opinion which I have met with of 


ſome, who conclude it impoſſible to have been written by Ezra 
the Scribe ; and on the other hand, as impoſſible. to have been a 
Forgery of this Nature; and therefore have hinted an Hypo- 


theſis of another different Ezra: And fo inſtead of calling this 


tlie Second Book of Eſdras, they think it more properly ought to 
be called the Book of Eſdras the Second, as diſtinguiſhing the Pro- 
phet Eſdras from the Scribe of this Name, and imputing ſome In- 
terpolations which reſpect the latter to the Confuſion or Identity 
of Names. And in this Opinion, they ſeem indeed to be ſome- 
what confirmed from ſome Paſſages in the Ancient Church- 
Writers, which make mention of the Prophet Ezra, and in ſuch 
. 5a as cannot very well be accommodated, ſay they, to the 
It. — | 5 7 1 BS 

9 27. The Fourth Opinion is that of the Perſon who engaged 
you in the Tranſlation of this Arabick. Copy, fo very 7 — 
from that which we had before, by whom it is Canonized for a 
Sacred Book (not of the Old, but) of the New Teſtament, in as 
much as it is made to Canonize, according to his Interpretation, 
the Conſtitutions which are called Apoſtolical, for the moſt Sacred 


Book of it. How well this Bold Writer hath proved either one 


or the other of theſe to be Books of the New Teſtament, muſt 
be left to his Readers to judge. VVV 

628. Moreover there is a Fifth Opinion, which ſome whom 
| know are very fond of, and it is, that this Book was written 
with a very Honeſt and Pious Deſign by ſome Chriſtian, at or 


about the ſame time as the Author of the laſt mention'd Opi- 


nion. 
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nion hath ſuggeſted, that is, in the xxxth Year after the De- 
ſttuction of Jeruſalem by Titus Veſpaſſan, without the leaſt wy 
Thoughts of impoſing upon the World, or of adding a New: 1 
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Book either to the Old or New Teſtament, but only of giving 
a ſort of Specimen under the aſſumed Name of Ezra, as ſome 
great Doctor in the Law, of what might be ſaid upon the Prin- 


ciples of the Jewiſh Synagogue, concerning the more Inward and 


Spiritual Religion that had been long concealed under the Veil 


of Moſes, except from a few of the Sopherim (ſuch as Ezra was) 
to whom the Key of eig; was delivered, either immedi- 
ately by God, or mediately by their Myſtagogues, the Chief 


Prieſts and Doctors of the Higheſt Power; and 1 


the ſecret Wiſdom of God in his Government of the World 
and his Church, with the more notable Events refating to 
the Introduction and Eſtabliſhment of the Kingdom of the 
Meſſiah, extracted from the ſacred Books of the n, and the 
Traditionary Interpretations of their Wiſe Men, in order to 
bring them more eaſily over to the Acknowledgment of the 
Goſpel, and of the Myſteries therein Revealed. You know, 
Sir, nothing was anciently more Common, or held more Inno- 
cent than ſuch Perſonations of Authors. And if this in ſucceed- 
ing Ages came to be the Occaſion of ſome Miſtakes, eſpecially 


among the Vulgar and leſs Critical Readers, it is not much to 


be wondred at; but it is not then to be imputed as a Crime to 


them who had no Thoughts of deceiving any by it, or (which 


is all one) of whom it doth not appear that they had. Some of 


the firſt Pieces of Antiquity you know have been written in this 
Character; the Ancient Academy were particularly famous for 
it. We do not think the worſe of Plato for his perſonating of 
Socrates, or of Cicero for his perſonating of Cato: And though 
the Names of Plato and Cicero ſhould have been ſwept away 
with the Torrent of Time; yet not only the Book of Wiſdom, 
but that of Fob alſo is ſuppoſed by ſome Learned Men to be of 
this kind, without derogating from the Authority of the one, or 
the Excellence of both. The Works of theſe excellent Maſters, 
whereby they have given a fort of Eternity to thoſe two great 
Men, would not have been for that the leſs valuable ; notwith- 
ſtanding all that ſome Criticks would certainly have urged to 
ſhew them to be Suppoſititious. The Golden Verſes which we 
read under the Name of Pythagoras, will not ceaſe to be eſteemed 
by the ableſt Judges, tho not written till many hundred Years | 
er the Death of that Philoſopher whoſe Name they beat. 
C 2 Ihe 
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1 raren concerning 
"There 8 ents, I confeſs, to Rirengthen this Hypo- 
--- theſis, ſome External, and others Internal; but they all Center in 
” this, that the Book in Queſtion muſt have been written after the 
New Teſtament, (which doth not yet appear to me) and by an 
_ Helleniftconverted to Chriſtianity, without the leaſt ſiniſter Deſign 
_ ef impoſing thereby upon the Reader, but only with an Intention 
of ſpeaking Wiſdom in a Myſtery to the Wiſe, under the Cha- 
Þ racer and Perſon of one who was ſo intimately acquainted with 
tte more profound Meaning of the Law and the Prophets oy 
| - to have had his Spiritual Senſes exerciſed to diſcern the Niphlaot 
 Mitthorah, i. e. the wonderful Things of the Law, the Key 
whereof was hidden or taken away in our Saviour's tune by the 
_ Scribes and Phariſees, Luke xi. 52. and Mat. xxiii. 23. + 
929. But the Sixth Opinion, which I am at preſent pretty 
much inclin'd to favour, and which I leave to you to be better 
examin'd, is, that it was written (or compiled) by ſome Jew, pro- 
1 bably an Egyptian Few, and that before our Saviour's Time; but 
: was afterward interpolated by ſome Chriſtian, or wretchedly 
corrupted by Gloſſes inferted into the Text through the Negli- 
| gence of the Tranſcriber or otherwiſe. This I take to have been 
the Opinion of 'my very learned Friend Dr. Grabe, who gave 
me not long before his laſt Sickneſs, an Account of a Diſ- 
putation which he had with an Eminent Engl Prelate con- 
= - cerning the Antiquity and Uſe of this Book: And I know 
" Others alſo of the fame Mind, which I have not Liberty to 
name. I know indeed it is generally believed to have E 
of a Chriſtian (not Feviſh) Extraction: And truly the Reaſons 
for ſo Believing would be ſufficiently cogent, were the preſent 
Copies which we have thereof allowed to be Genuine and Un- 
corrupt; the contrary of which yet is very manifeſt, and even 
without this new Addition of Evidence which you have given 
us from the Arabick, is plain I think from the Latin Tranſſation 
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itſelf as we have it. | 5 | 
8 30. My Grounds for the Antiquity of this Book, and its. 
having a Jew for the Author, are theſe that follow; 1, The 
Teſtirmnies of the Ancients, who cite or refer to it, as a Jewiſh 
Book, as do ſeveral of the Fathers both Greek and Latin. 2ly, 
The Subject and Scope of the whole Book, which properly re- 
or the Nation of the Jews, and the Myſtery of the Law 
delivered to them by Moſes, according to that Traditional Know- 
ledge or Tyccis, which was taught in the Alexandrian non, 
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1 The Second 
" of the Jeg, and wherein Philo wa 


and is very agreeable to that of the Book of Tobit, (eſpecially 
the Two laſt Chapters) which, was undoubtedly. written by a 
Jem before Chrift ; as alſo to that of Baruch, and of Wiſdom 
not to mention here any of the Unqueſtionably Canonical 
Books of the Old Teſtament. And 4ly, Several Paſſages, which 
could not well be written after Chriſt; or indeed by any Chri- 
ſtian, whether Jem or Gentile, at leaſt without ſuch a direct and 
palpable Forgery, as myſt infallibly have diſcovered the Impo- 
ſture equally both to Jews and Chriſtians ; which yet we do not 
find to have ever been. 1 EY Mo. 
9 31. My Grounds for its having been Interpolated are theſe : 
1. The Variations which are found in the preſent Latin Copies ; 
ſome of them very Conſiderable, and ſuch as muſt needs have 
been through Deſign. Several of theſe want the two Chapters 
in the Beginning; and others want as much at the End. And 
in the Body of the Book, there are likewiſe Preteritions or Ad- 
ditions conſpicuous enough, and ſome plain Alterations in the 
Senſe; as it were moſt eafy by a Collation of the ſeveral MSS. 
which I have confulted to ſhew, if this were worth the while. 
2. The Arabick Copy, or Verſion, beſides many leſſer Interpo- 
lations, hath a very large One concerning the Intermediate State. 
of Souls: This is I think a ſufficient Evidence of ſuch Liberty. 
taken. But whether the Latin or the Arabick Copy be the moſt 
Interpolated, it may be perhaps no very eaſy Matter to decide. 
1 have diſcovered the Arabick however to be in the Right in 
ſeveral Places ; and have been able ſometimes to corre& the La- 
tin by it. I make yet no Doubt but that they have been both 
Interpolated ; and that by a Chriſtian, or by ſome Judaizing 
% Ferenck © -© -* | | 
932. My Gronnds for this Book having been Reviſed and Inter- 
polated by ſome Chriſtian, are in general thoſe which are brought 
by the Criticks for making it wholly a Fiction of the Ancient 
Chriſtians, like to that of the Sibylline Oracles, and other Spu- 
rious Pieces pretending to a Divine Inſpiration. Now though 
the Arguments which they bring, and which I need not here 
repeat, do not ſeem to me at all ſufficient to prove what they 
contend for; yet thus much I think at leaſt they prove, that this 
Piece hath the viſible Marks upon it of having paſſed through 
Chriſtian Hands: Which is all that J would here aſſert; and 
which will be eaſily granted 8 preſume. 


3 1 33. Let 
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22 AA Diss ERTATIOxN concerning 
9 33. Let it therefore be granted, that there are ſome Cor- 


ruptions and Interpolations in it; which is moſt eaſily demon- 
ſtrable. Let it alſo be granted, that theſe are in themſelves no 
ſufficient Argument for the Impoſture or Novelty of any Book, 
but rather on the contrary; and more eſpecially ſo, if they can 
be evidently diſcovered. As for the Proofs of the Great Anti- 
quity hereof, and its being written by a Jew before the Goſpel. 
was Preached, they ſhall be produced in their Place, to the end 
they may be ſtrictly Examin d into by the Searchers of Truth. 
As to the Matter contained herein, and the Time which it fill- 
eth up, it containeth Reproofs and Admonitions of the Jewiſh 
Naion ; with the Promiſes of -a Glorious Church to be efta- 
bliſhed by the Doctrine of the Goſpel, through Chriſt : It 
ſheweth the Cauſes of thoſe Evils which did oppreſs the People 
of Mrael, the Signs of Things to come, and the Series of many 
Events and Mutations — 81 the Renovation of the Church by 
the Meſhah: And is full of many wonderful Viſions and Ange- 
lical Communications relating to the Second Appearance of 
Chriſt, and the Times of Reſtitution, and of Judgment; with 
the Expectation of which the Author doth comfort the Pious 
and Faithful Souls. The whole Tranſaction doth not exceed Se- 
venty Days. How old this Book may be, if it were not after, 
but before the Manifeſtation of Chriſt, I dare not preſume to 
determine : But that it is not leſs Ancient than the former, 
there are ſeveral Arguments which I have heard urged, and 

which I know not well how to anſwer, Theſe I ſhall there- 
| fore propoſe to your Conſideration, after having taken a little 
Notice of the other Books aſcribed to this Author. 

8 34 V. That which in ſome Ancient Copies is called the 
Fijth Book of Eſdras, is no other than that which in our Vulgar 
Editions maketh the Two Jaſt Chapters of the Prophetical E/- 
dras; but which is certainly a Diſtin& Piece from the Fourth 
Book, and hath all the Cha:afters of Antiquity, without any of 
thoſe Flaws which are to be met with and are objected againſt 
in that, It hath very much in it of the Manner and Style of 
the Ancient Hebrew Prophets, and particularly of Jeremiah, if 
I am not much miſtaken. The Preſent Latin Copy ſeems to 
have been preſerved more pure than the foregoing Book ; per 
haps it is by Reaſon of its not having been ſo often Tranſem- 
bed as that. By being joined to which in the Order of the 
Books, it might eaſily come, through the Neglect of the Scribe 
omitting the Title, to paſs for Part of the ſame Book; of —_— | 

| | | there 
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than St. Hierom: How much we cannot ſay; but this we may, 
that it hath a very great Affinity at leaſt with the Old Zalick. 
The Latin appeareth to have been immediately Tranſlated from 
the Greek : But whether the Greek was the Original, may yet rea- 
ſonably be doubted, It containeth ſeveral ſtrange Predictions, 
written in the Oriental Prophetick Style; but, what is remark- 
able, none that have any Relation to Chriſtianity, ſo far as 1 
| can find; or at leaſtwiſe, not explicitly and directly; yet there 
is One, which hath been much taken Notice of to me by ſome 
erſons, whom I have a juſt Honour for, concerning the Riſe 


gons of Arabia, as compared with your Hiſtory of them from the 
Arabian Writers; about which there might be ſome pretty Sur- 
rizing Obſervations and Paralleliſms made, if I could tarry to 
inſiſt upon them. This Collection ot Prophecies, whoever 
might be the Author or Penman of them, doth ſeem to have 
been compiled, ſome time after they were firſt given and diſ- 
perſed, for the Service of thoſe Jews and Proſelytes who'lived 
cout of their own Land, and for an Information to the Oriental 
Nations. It is indeed a Book which may deſerve, in my Opini- 
on, to be more thoroughly conſidered, than hitherto it hath 
been, by the Learned; and in order to which there will be re- 
- quired a good Stock both of Hiſtory and of Critical Learning, 
with Sagacity and Solidity of Mind. When it ſhall be minute 
ly compared with the Hebrew Prophets of undoubted Authori- 
ty, and in Particular with [aiah and Feremiah, there may be 
* more than can appear to a Superficial Enquirer : And who- 
ſoever refuſeth not the Pains, may ſee his Labour rewarded, 


pne way or other. 
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of the Saracenick Empire, and the Rapid Succeſſes of thoſe Dra- 5 | 


on 2 
8 "dry 9 2 
359 N 2 ? 
ol FE . „ 3 5 ** . 4 
+; F * 
EP Sa + * 2 I * 
"x Pay + P. l 
, A 6 * 
— p WD » l * 
3 =. 2 * Ry 2 
3 . 2 . > 
„ £ 3 70 
1 
N * RR 4 
% 2 "4; : , 
3 . 8% 17. 
L. 1 1 * 1 5 
r ; 
bo 78 4 * g 
x0 "ES *. 
3 3 * 
WF; n | 
EARS 2 a + 
V 
; 
* 


* fo <0 Me 


»;. "0 
_ 
p — 
; 4 * ä 
* a * „ = 
. - F- - Ys 


— 


rr, r, no 


by "Ps I. As for the Sixth Book 7 1 1 to 4 
Pont on of the Books i in ſome of the moſt Ancient Copies 
_ che Vulgate, it ſeems as if the Book of Efther, immediately fol- 
lowing the Fifth Book of Eſdras, and that without the ordinary 
de which the Tranſcriber did generally leave betwixt the 
Ending of One and the Beginning of another Book, was by 
ſome fuppoſed to have Sm. written by the fame Author as that 
I and che former Four, and was hence called Eſdre Liber Sextus, 
5 er his Sixth Book. But the Author of this Book is not known; 
and whether it was indeed Reviſed by Eſdras, or elſe Compi 4 
by him out of certain Memoirs tranſmitted to him for that 
wu the Letters of Parim, after his Return to Jeruſalem, it is 
4 F rnipoſfible to determine. There are ſome of the Bold Criticks 
1 * 7 Pretend to place the Books of Efber and Fudith in the fame 
— if they were both but Stories made at Pleaſure, with- 
ou the leaſt Ground of Reality, and about the ſame Iime, if 
not by the very fame Perſon alſo; which they will needs have 
to be even after the 170 of Alexander the Great. But it is 
= 2bfolately impoſſible, upon many Conſiderations, that what theſe 
=— Gentlemen pretend bol be true: And | believe, Sir, you will 
beere confeſs with me, that ſome of theſe Free- Thinkin Cciticks, 
=. or rather Hypercritic ks, are themſelves the greateſt Romancers 
in the World. This 1 know for certain, by numerous Inſtan- 
ees; and you cannot but have obſerved the ſame yourſelf,” But 
it it is the Fate of ſome Half Wits, while with an haughty Air 
they are Haughing at the Credulity of others, to betray them» 
. ſelves at the ſame time (as in this preſent Caſe) to be the moſt 
eredulous Fops in Nature, and the moſt ignorant Bunglers at 
Learning, there, where they fancy themſelves higher t 
Mankind 'befides by the Shoulders; for which I need only Er 
real to our r moſt Learned Poilelewberns Lip en to whoſe 
Corregion | 
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ure, 
rions Greet, on purpoſe to abuſe the World with; even as ſome 
Criticks have really thought concerning that moſt elegant Hiſto- 
of him in Latin, which we read under the Name of Q. 
rtius. But whether ever there was ſuch an Author, it hath 
been much doubted ; and ſome are of the Opinion that this is 
hardly yet Three Hundred Years old, at the very higheſt; and 
that conſequently it can be of no greater Authority than the Ro- 
mance of the Roſe, or the Hiſtory of the Seven Champions. Nei- 
ther are the Authors who have written concerning him, whe-. 
ther Greeks or Fews, altogether free from Suſpicion ; as. might 
be particularly ſhe wn. Nor will they, I dare ſay, who quarrel 
at this, or at any other of the Sacred Hiſtories, find it à very 
eaſy matter to reconcile the different Accounts which are given 
by. Hiſtorians of the Aﬀairs of this King ; or to confixm any 
One Fact of his whatever with the ſame Evidence which is here 
given for the Principal Fact in this Sacred Book; or even fo 
much as to prove the Exiſtence of ſuch a Perſon, of whom ſo 
many great Things are related, but upon grannng this Book of 
Efther, or Sixth of Eſdras, to be a moſt True and Certain Hiſto- 
1. And if this Hiſtory, whether written by Exra or not, be 74 
not ſo qualified; then I am ſure there never was, or could be, A 


And. is 
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con his. The Opinion of Grotias is, "that it was,” if not 

Written, at leaſt added by Eſaras to the Two Canonical Books 

under his Name. And ſome have moreover thought, that not 
only this, but the Two Books of the Chronicles were alſo com- 
1 by him. Let it ſuffice for us, that this Sixth Book, as 
found in the Hebrew, is not unworthy of fo great an Author; 
and that it is gathered from Authentick Memoirs; which cannot 
1 be faid of the other. In ſhort, concerning the pretended Cu- 
m, we know nothing certain; and concerning his Hero, it may 
I be ſaid, he will appear better in the Theatre, than in the Cabinet. 
On the contrary, concerning our Author, there cannot be even 
the leaſt Soſpicion of his Antiquity ; it is known that he was 
either a Ceval Writer, or One very ſufficiently Inſtructed for 
ſuch a Purpoſe, both by living (at leaſt) near the Times, and by 
Having in his Cuſtody, as a Publick Regiſter or Chancellor to 
his Nation, the Monuments and Accounts of what he writeth : 


"3.8 


And as concerning the Subject of the Book, the more nicely it 
is Examined, the Truth thereof- will appear ſo much the ſtron- 
ger; and there can be Te here Demonſtration required of a 
Divine Providence, than this is. 
8 37. The Learned were nevertheleſs much divided about the 
Date of this Notable Tranſaction, and the Name of that Per A- 
an Monarch to whom Efther was married; ſome maintaining 
that it was Xerres Ameſtris, ſome Cyaxares King of the Medes 
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an Per fans, others Cambyſes the Son of Gru, others Smerdis 
the Magiſt, ſome others Darius the Son of Fſtaſpes, others Ar- 
t4xerxes Mnuemon, and others, laſtly, another Artaxerxes, ſurna- 
med the Long-Handed. But this Matter is now ſufficiently Set- 
= - tled, after having weighed the Arguments of the ſeveral Preten- 
= ders; and it can remainno longer a Controverſy whether *'* © 

| "The Argument of this Book is the Depreſſion of Yaſhri and 
\Hamon, and the Exaltation of E, her and Mordecai, with the 
ſubſequent Deliverance of the Jewiſh Nation from their Plotted 
Ruin, by the Intereſt of that Queen, upon his Motion. Hence 
there are ſome who ſuppoſe Mordecai himſelf to have been the 
Author hereof; but S. Epiphanius and S. Auguſtin, with other 
Ancients, are more willing that our Eſdras ſhould have the Ho- 
nour of it. Both the one and the other may not be much in 
the Wrong: The Firſt may have collected the Materials, the 
Second may have digeſted them, for the Service of the Syna- 
gogue upon the xivih'and xvih Days of the Month Adar. Let 
that however be as it will, there is nothing can affect the Hiſto- 
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gainſt this. The which, being not of the Book itſelf, might at- 


55 N * 

„ 

£ " 
[ 


* - 
* 
A fs, 
io het 
7 - 
3 
5a 
* 
— 8 


* by 
"4" NL oe # * 
* + 11 . < I”... 
* * 

* 
** * 


the 


a 
8 
1 ber 
* 
9 
-& 
X 
5 


Se 


* 
NI. 1 
. 


* E00 4 . 2 N R i 4 1 
% * E a * , TP : — = 4 4 U 
„%%% K e 8 
. 3 0 K : Coo of 1 
/ 1 8 : 2 r hs . 1 
bnd 00; 5 | N E | 8 : 3 | LY 
Ao 0 » / I , * * * 


received into the Flbrem Canon, I have therefore the longer in- 
ſiſted upon the Authenticalneſs of it, becauſe the Authority of 
the reſt of the Books is not a little fortified by it, and becauſe 
it may be alſo of ſome Service to a farther Dellen which I have 
here in View, and wherein there is a Reſpe& had to the Great 
Scribe of the Law . ..*. But I proceed to that which is far more 
liable to Exception, though heretofore acknowledged for Genuine 
and Sacred, by Perſons of no mean Name and Character. 


9 38. VII. The Two Firſt Chapters of this Eſdraick Book, in 


the ordinary Editions, as they are not found either in the Ara- 


bick, or in ſeveral of the Latin Manuſcripts, thoſe eſpecially of 
the greateſt Antiquity, as alſo for other Reaſons, I can by no 


means think to be Part either of the Fourth or Fifth Books, and 
much leſs of this Laſt or Sixth Book, which from the Subject is 
named Eſt her: And am certain that it could never be, as it 
now ſtandeth, the Beginning of the Fourth Book; if any Re- 
gard at all ought to be had to the Iurinſick Marks in Judging of 
a Book, and Comparing it with another pretended to be writ- 
ten at or near the ſame Time, or by the fame Author. For it 
is moſt manifeſt, that thoſe Two Chapters muſt have been written 
ſome time after the Tuelde following Chapters are ſuppoſed by 
the Author to have been written; who hath reſtrained them to 


ſuch a certain Year of the Babylonian Captivity ; whereas theſe 


could not be written but after the End of it, and even after the 
Miniſtration of the laſt Publick Prophet among the Jews, and 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Hebrew Canon, at what time ſoever it 
might be. I am for myſelf inclined to think it to have been a 
Fragment of ſome Book held Sacred among the Egyptian Jews, 
but never received yet into the Canon by them, or perhaps by 
any others, Now it is not improbable that as ſuch it might fir 


pe clapped, by way of Appendix, to the End of the Fourth or 


ifch Book of Eſdras, as appearing to be very much of the fame 


Nature, and which in Order of Time it ought to follow; but 


that it afterward came to be tranſpoſed, and brought to the 
Place where at preſent it is, in the few Copies which are lefr, 
by. the Miſtake of the Copyiſt meeting with a Copy where the 
End was turned back to the Beginning. Nor is the Title and 


Genealogy of the ſuppoſed Author Ejdras, which is contained 


in the Three Firſt Verſes, any manner of Objection to me a« 


ter 


1 ha hurt it. This is the Laſt of the Hiſtorical Books k 
Old Teſtament: And as I take it to be the very laſt Boo 
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reſume that to be true, which is delivered with an Air of Con- 
—— more than ordinary, and alſo fer off with a Shew of Pie- 
ty and Devotion which is uncommon; I am certainly thereby 
Kahle to expoſe myſelf to be captivated by the wildeſt Enthu- 
ſiaſms, and to be toſſed to and fro (as many are) by every Mind, 
Hau or, Dream riſing up from Hypochondriacal Vapours. On 
the contrary, if I may preſume that to be falſe which hath — 
12 1 as 
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being denied to 


1950 retenſions whatſoever to a Divine Inſpiration or | 
mifhon, which are not ſufficiently Authenticated by the Ruling. 
Church; I muſt thereupon have undoubtedly rejected a good Pare 
of the New Teſtament as Suppoſititious, and ER int 
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ſeveral Books both of it and of the Old Teſtament alſo, which 


are now generally received, had I lived in thoſe Times or Places 
when Dy where there was no ſtanding Declaration in their Fa- 
vour, . And moreover, if it be e as ſome 
indeed think, that any Book which pretendeth to foretel Futus 
rities, if thoſe be accordingly verified, cannot but be written 
after the ſaid -pretended Verification; then, which ſome would 


be at, we may even diſcard the Prophets both of the Old and 
New Teſtament at once. Nor is this all, for it will be equally 


juſt to declare alſo gu all Moral, Political, and Aſtronomical 
Predictions, how well grounded ſoever, as well as 
which plead to be Divine; and to preſcribe 78 all ſuch 
Books and Authors, as not worthy of the leaſt Credit, pre- 


ſuming them not to have appeared in the World, but till after 


the Events pointed at in their Obſervations, By which means 
even the e Machiavel himſelf muſt loſe his Reputation; 
and the Cardinals Richelies and Maxarin, with the moſt Ex- 
prrignces of our Political Calculators, by having had a larger 


oreſight than a great many others, are in danger either of be- | 
ing ranked among common Conjurers and Madmen, or elſe of 
y — lived then when they appeared to the 


World: to live. How abſurd ſoever this may ſeem, the very 
ſame Method is yet oftentatiouſly taken by ſome Criticks in their 


Judgments concerning Authors and their Works ; but this may 
deſerve to be conſidered elſewhere. Upon the whole, it is evi · 


dent, that nothing can be preſumed poſitively concerning this 
Apocryphal Book or Fragment. FA ew! 


bi 7 


$ 40. In the mean time let any indifferent Perſon, without 


Prejudice read and conſider this Piece of Antiquity, ſuch as we 


have it; but let him read it firſt as if it were written by a 


Chriſtian; and then, as written by a Jew. For this may happen 


to give him very different Views, whence he will be able to 


paſs a better. judgment: It containeth unqueſtionable Matters of 
the greateſt Moment, both to the Jeniſh and to the Chriſfian 


Peculium, comformable to the Prophets of the one, and the 


Apoſtles of the other; ſuch as are worthy of being throughly 


looked into, Add to this, there lie not ſuch Exceptions again 
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3 1 eds againſt the other Collection or Book wheteto - 
n iaprefixed.\ There is alſo ſome what very Maſterly in 2 whole 
Conduct of it, which: is after the Oriental Manner; and there 
nds a Sublime in the Style, even under a mean Tranſlation, which 
een by no means be contradicted, and for the Sake of which I 
” have heard ſome ſay, they could wiſh i it were Genuine. 
It is a Collection of certain Prophecies under the Name of 
1 E, who in the Body of them is twice expreſly named; 
4 which Prophecies, whatſoever Authority they might have; or 
Mr end to have, could not be pleaſing we may be ſure to the 
tion of the Jews. on any account; but on rhe contrary very 
diſagreeable to them, from the common Prejudices and Miſtakes 
22 are known to have prevailed amongſt that People: In 
the which alſo they, by their late Sufferings from the Babylonian: 
and other Nations, were more than a little confirmed; as they 
were likewiſe by their wonderful Deliverance and Return-into 
their own Country; whence they were ready to conclude that 
they were by Election made unalterably the Sgullab of God, or 
his Peculiar Inheritance and Delight, as in Contradiftinaion to 
all the other Nations of the Wend. This falſe Concluſion! of 
_ theirs is here directly contradicted, and ſolidly enervated: Hence 
E. ' whoſoever ſhould "a Propheſied after this manner, could not 
| otherwiſe expect but to be condemned for a falſe Pro = 
= Whether yet he was any Prophet at all, true or falſe, is the 
Aion. Let us obſerve; this is not a Firſ Book or Collection, 
but a Second; and all that is contained in this Second: Gullection, 
cannot be ſo much as ſuppoſed to have been written but till after 
that Teruſalem and the Temple were rebuilt, as from ſeveral 
manifeſt Allufions and Circumſtances herein found may be de- 
monſtrated, which _ be ſaid of the Firſ# ; tho for ſome 
Cauſe it happens to be poſtponed. This there ore, if it were not 
from mere Vegligence at "OR I ſuſpe& to have been done by 
ſome Gentile Chriſtian, for a Reaſon which is very obvious to 
every one. The Fir/f Collection, which is the ſame with that in 
the Arabiet, was heretofore certainly to be read in the Greel, as 
we have. already obſerv d; but there is no ſuch Evidence con- 
1 cerning this Scond: In what Language it might Originally be 
= 8 it will be hard to ſay: But this 1 think is out of Doubt, 
that the Latin, though it be the only Copy extant, cannot be 
RET the Original. At what Time it was written, is a Matter 
| Moment to be with Certainty aſſured of; but the 
Dit hereof i is Wann to the Momentouſneſs. This 
is 
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chan any (though ever fo bold) Conjecture, before we give 
n Credit to any other in Prejudice of him. This Matter would 
„ Wl therefore require to be examined into with all Exactneſs and 
y Impartiality; and as the Author is pretended to be Eſdras ot 
o Exra, the Pretenſions both for and againſt him ought to be laid 

t in the Balance one againſt the other, and both the External and 

T Internal Arguments on each ſide carefully poiſed. As concern-' 
o Wl ing the Clifor or Compiler, if he were a different Perſon, as it 
f Wl is: poſſible, there is nothing which we can know for certain; 
e but che Art of Conjecturing, alias. Criticiſing, is very Fruitful. 
t If this Book, or Fragment of a Book, were really what it pre- 

. tendeth to be, it will thereupon appear incredible to many how 

it could ever fall into ſuch Diſgrace as it now laboureth under. 


And indeed, ſuppoſing it had · been ever admitted into the Sacred 
Canon by the Publick Authority in the Church, I muſt then 
needs perfectly agree with them. But this is not once ſo much 
as pretended : This is certain, it hath a lofty Prophetick Cha- 
racter, ſuch as is hardly exceeded by any of the undoubted Pro- 
poets 3. nevertheleſs it might not be thought fit, for certain ; 
aſons, which I muſt here paſs over, to be placed, were it eren 
ever ſo. Genuine, among the Prophetick Books. And though I : 
know ſome efteem it as one of the more ſecret Books of that 
Order, I ſee no: ſufficient Reaſon to be of that Opinion; but 
incline rather to think it might be anciently placed among the 
Sapiential or Sophical Books; ſuch as with the Helleniſt Jews * - 
were the two Books of Wiſdom, whereof the one was called by 
them Sopiz 77 Zoxopuorros, and the other Soi Inst ys Sie. 
Which Books of Mſdom might alſo thence be called 2 
becauſe, according to her Name, they were not deſigned to be 
manifeſt unto Many, but to be kept up as precious Curioſities in 
the Hands of a Few, The former of theſe, otherwiſe called 
43,73 Fog = Zo@ic 
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nc to Rave been written Be 21 2 — 
8 of David, but by a Perſon unknown, whoO had well fludied- 
his Books, and bad it in his View to ſer forth hereby the Wiſ- 
dow according to Solomon, or a Book of the more ſecret Solome- 
mack Wiſdom : It is a Book aſcribed perhaps in the fame Manner 
to the Builder, as this is to the Reftorer.of the Temple, and of 
its Serv ice, even as if it bad been purpo ſed that the rwo Foun- 
ders of he Firſt and Second Temples ſhould thereby ſtand ti 
ther. The latter of theſe is known to have been written by th 
Grandfather and Grandſon whoſe Name it beareth, _——_— Ao 
beſide the excellent moral Inſtructions therein given 
Veſligies of the more deep and Recondite Wiſdom, he obably probably 
uns taught in the Schools of the Prophets, and (after the Ceſſa- 
> yon of cheat) in thoſe of ſome of the great Doctors and Inter- 
preters of the Sacred Writings, whence the Chriſtians 1 
ter ward furniſhed with Arguments for their Religion 
ceived Jewiſh Principles. In the fame Clafs wir * 
chere is Ground to believe there might be ſome other oaks of | 
Extraction older than the Goſpel, of which Number Lean- 
Dot but take this to be, wherein the great Scribe of the Law is 
introduced ſpeaking, even after cs compared-it 
wich the * Books, And though it ſhould be found to 
be properly a Prophetical Book, yet notwith we are not 
5 to wonder at its being placed in another Rank; this 0: 
new thing, ſince even the Prophecies of David and. Danie 
not numbred by the Jews in that Claſs, but ſet among their — 
thavims. Thoſe two mentioned Books, under the Title of Madam, 
have been always deſervedly had in great Eſteem by the Church 
of God, as Ecel:faftical Books at leaſt, * ping. Fo compari- 
1 \ whereof —＋ — this 8 Eſdraick Collection might 
| cat om, or t Oeocog la, or (4) Sei 6 8 
the Wiſdom of God, as not only containi 2 Rows 5 
_ of the great Divine Myſteries, but as alſo ſuppoſed to proceet} 
(that is, if there can be any Truth in it at all) more immediately 
from the eternal WISDOM itſelf, the Divine LOGOS. For 
" it is obſervable, that theſe Divine Nieſſages or Prophecies, ate 
. * as en all 5 from _ . of "ip! 
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WORD, - who therefore calleth GOD his Father, and tlie Pro-; 


phet his Brother ; and is moreover: imaged forth as the Sn of-* 
God in an Human Form, : ſtanding upon Mount Sion in great Glo- 
ry and Triumph. This agreeth fo well with S. John's Revela- 
tion, or rather with the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt to this 
Evangelical Prophet and Apoſtle, as it is generally made an Ar- 
gument for its being later than that Book. And another mighs © 
ty Argument for bringing it down ſo low, is the tdo greg 
Clearneſs of gn, ſuch namely as concern the Re- 
jection of the Jet, and Calling of the Gentiles, the Reſurrection 
of the Dead, and the Kingdom of Chriſt. But the Force of 
this laſt pretended Evidence, as it referrs to this, and other An- 
cient Eccleſiaſtical Books, is ſufficiently blunted by that great 
Man Mr. Thorndyte, in his Epilogue, where he treateth of the 
8 Apocryphal Books in general: To whom I refer you for fuller Sa- 
tislaction; as alſo to Grotigs. . This hath held me too long; 
but very much depends upon it. 


I proceed now to that which was more kindly received by the 


5 41. VIII. The Gn/titutions of Eſdras are famous to this 
Day among the Fews: And in their Talmud it is confidently / 


en taken notice of by Learned Men, eſpecially Surenhuſus, 
and which are alſo in Force even at this Fime: ' Nay more 
over they pretend, that all their Conſtitutions which obtain pub- 
lickly among them, and whereof the Author is not expreſſy 
named, were made by Eſdras, and his Companions of the 
Great Synagogue, Whom they ſo far honour, as to ſay that 
he; was worthy that the Law ſhould have been given by his Hands 
unto Iſrael, if Moſes had not been before him. And whereas in 
his Days, there were many Fews, who were for ſtrictiy ad- 
Hering to the Letter of Moſes, without looking deeper, and 
thereupon rejected the Books of the Prophets; and who having 
no Apprehenſion of a World to come, either abſolutely denied, 
or at leaſt doubted of the Reſurrection from the Dead, and the 
inviſible State of Souls in their Separation from the Mortal 
Body: Therefore he is ſaid to have greatly reſiſted thoſe Seeds 
of Sadduciſm, and to have made a Conſticution, that for the 
Diſtinction of che True Fews,, from the Heterodox, or Free- 
Thinkers, there ſhould for the future be added at the end of all 
their Prayers inthe Temple, this Clauſe, O91 I e mn 
which may be rendered from * to Meld; that is, from — 
B „% on.” — preſent = 
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etended, that ſeveral of them are preſerved ; which have * © 
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_ "+ Preſetit World or State, to that! which is: to oomeg or World 


Leatned of that Nation. How far this may affect the Apo- 


| and 
the futute State, if fuller Satisfaction be required, let only 


bach in his late Diſſertation on that Subject, prefixed to the 


Is 
0 


own Books, without an Interpreter, a Proviſion was hence 
Pure Hebrew, which they had forgot, there ſhould ſtand up one 


much better acquainted with; and this is taken to have been the 
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without end; the which is more commonly expreſſed among us 
by this Clauſe, viz. for egy and ever, as relating to the Two - 
orlds, or States, Here and Hereafter, each of which hath its 
per Ever, or Aon. This is mentioned in the Babylonian 
mud; and is à Matter not in the leaſt doubted of by the 


chryphal Propheſies under his Name, I leave to be conſidered. 
Thete ſeemeth at leaſt to be removed one Objection out of the 
way. But concerning the Reaſon of this Conſtitution, and the 
Notions of the: Fews about the Reſurrection of the Dead, 


2 Ben 1ſrael be hereupon conſulted: Or if he be not 
thovght- full enough, my Learned Friend Mr. David Humphreys 


1 of Athenagoras in Engliſb, out of the Talmud, the 
Zobar, and other Jewiſh Books, ſufficiently illuſtrated that Point; 
eſpecially if it be farther conſidered, that the Fews, out of Ha- 
tred to the Chriſtians, would never have taken up theſe Noti- 
ons from them, or on any Account made them Part 'of their 
Creed, had they not been generally received amongſt them, even 
before the Riſe of Chriſtianity. From which I inferr, that thoſe 
hal Books, wherein thoſe Notions occurr, may have been 

witten by Fers: And in particular thoſe which are aſcribed to 
Solomon and Eſdra t. r 
42. Another famous Conſtitution of his waz that about 
the Method of reading the Scriptures in the Synagogues, It is 
known that the Jews had in a great meaſure loſt their own- 
ee, eſpecially the Common People, by reaſon of their 
lor ptivity; having very much blended and corrupted it 
with that of their Conquerors, which they were of Neceſſity 
obliged to learn: And thus not being able to underſtand their 


made by Eſdras, that after the Reading of the Scripture in the 


to interpret the ſame to them in the Chaldee, which they were 


Original of the moſt Ancient-Paraphraſes, or Targamim. The 
Manner, we are told, was to read one Leſſon in the Law ; which 


being Interpreted, or Paraphraſed, a ſecond Leſſon was read af- 
ter the ſame Manner out of the Prophetical Books; therein in- 
cluding alſo the Hiſtorical, as being written by Trophies? | ry 
12! 36: * "wa 8 8 + ' Prieft 
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nell was to open the Beck in dhe Sight" oF all cbt Gangres © 
aon; 2nd "which, he had opetied it, they wereall to Mind. up, = | 
td worſhip,” bowing thelr Faces foward the Ground : A Prieſt 
was to read, zud à Zevite was to ſetve 48 his Interpreter ; ane 
there might be ſeveral of theſe Intetpreters, or T, -o 
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then preſent, concerning the Manner of the moſt ſolemn Reac 
Ing and Hearing the Law, at which Eſdras preſided; For af A 
that he had been himſelf reading therein, as with great Authority, 
before all the People, it is written, how certain; of the Lepiters 


% + | f * 
& « 4 


* 


Correct Copies, there was Care | 


N taken by the Maſore- 
thical Doctors to prevent the li | 


Text, with ſuch an Exactneſs as nothing el 
the Example ſet them by Eſdras. The Targum ſtill remained 
unaltered; to which ſuch Explanations do properly belong 
N. 43. A third Conſtitution which is attributed to him, and 
is no leſs famous than the two forme?, is his Conſtitution of 
Magiſtrates and Judges being founded upon the Commiſſion given 
to Him by Artaxerxes, and by him digeſted after the Wiſdom of 
God - By which the Jes are confidently of the Belief, that he 
inſtituted the Great Conſiſtory of one Hundred and Twenty, who 
are reported to have ſettled the Canon of Scripture, to have com- 
piled them a Liturgy, and to have done other very great things 
relating both to the Civil and Ecclefiaſtical Adminiſtration; 
and that he appointed all the Subordinate Magiſtrates, and ſet 
Judges, according to the Liberty granted him, to hear and de- 
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ted for this the ſeveral County 
1 58 e 1255 W the prudent Re- 
n Rules. . 8 1 775 faid to be 
pred: to. 35 550 in the Fadirtens of their 
| 44. There is alſo the CooMigrion of! the. Pri and 22 
Ga whereof the Scribe of the Law is: ack dged the Au- 
T7 done 115 of which was. 1 575 M PG ot ” Marringes; 
gurſes, | a third for * 


4 ee their 
A Devil © an d Solas, with reſpect to the 


e Conftizutions 
Glen i 


rgical Seel in the Temple. 

45. 7 moreover there is a a deen b 76 
SEED that of the Schools; the principal Schools in Babylon 
vi emſelves fro Daniel, and the. principal ones in 
| FC fur i Jabne, iberias, and Sippera from, Eſdras, 48 
was p by God, both by himfelf 0 teach in 1ſrael Sa- 
Tales 9 . and to do it by others alſo for that purpoſe 
under him conſtituted. - Under this laſt Conſtitution i is reduced 
the Order concernin the Beth Halinne ſeth, and the Beth Ham- 
witraſh, or the Houſe of Meeting, and the Houſe of Inſtruction, 
da Name of Schools being at this Day given to both thoſe two 
n In the former of Bk there was, - beſide the publick 
ka? the Scripture in the Original, Text, an Expoſition 

f'to be by an appointed Miniſſer called a Methurgeman; 
wr n n to the Common People, and Catechetical In- 
ſtructions for the Children. In the latter of -theſe, which is 
eſteemed more excellent than the former, there was to be an 
Expounding of the Oral Law by a peculiar Teacher thereunto ap- 
ted; te Method was not to a aloud to his Audi- 

rs, dot to whiſper what he had to ſay into the Ear of an 
Aflifiant ſpecially choſen, who was to declare with an audible 
Voice in the Common Innguage, that which had been ſoftly 
delivered to him in the Hebrew, The Scholars were here in- 

" Nrutted after this Manner, partly in the Traditions of the El- 
ders, and Ordinances, commonly ' obſerved and uſed amongſt 
them, with their ſecret Significations ; and partly in the Gabbala 
and Sublime Myſteries concerning things Spiritual and Divine. 
And after thefe Inſtructions were ordered, it was uſual for eve- 
ry Scholar to propound one or more Queſtions, and to requeſt 
the Anſwer from the Chacham, or Wiſeman, the Inſtructor, as 
max appear from the Treatiſe Barneoth compared with ſome 
7:4 Fae in the New Teſtament : And hence it was called 'the 


Houſe of Enquiry. Neither Was this Liberty * enquiring 6 ob- 
| jecting 
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jeſting refuſed to any other of the Auditors, ſo it were done - 
regularly. Each of theſe Aſſemblies Was to conſiſt of ar leaſt te 
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very Day; and are indeed comprehen 


in Antiquity ; and which were in genera 
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| Ferſais * and in great! Cirienthey "ins iid to have been very 


numerous, particularly in Feryſalem. Now as theſe Aſſemblies 


and Exerciſes were certainly older than Christ, and made 10 


Part of the Temple Worſhip; it doth by no means appear t 
they were ever abrogated by him or his Apoſtſes; bit on 
contrary, it is undemable, that there was in the kimitive 
Church by Divine Appointment, # peculiar ſort of Officer cals 
led AiSdonar, and that not only ſuch Aſſemblies and Schools, 


of the Law were viſited by them, but that even in'bne of them, 


for two Vears together, S. Paul hi mſelf continued” to di 
that Office. There are, beſides theſe, ſeveral other Con 

whereof Eſdras is preſum'd to be the Author, which in the 
Books of the Fews are till extant. In particular, there are 
Ten Conſtitutions which relate to the External Polity, and certain 
Ritual Obſervations,” which by the Talmudiſts are attributed to 
this our Author by Name. TE 


ſekarge 


- $ 46. IN. The Cabbala of Eſdrar, in ſeventy Books, is no leſs, 


famous: But at the ſame time, nothing can be more obſcure than 
what we are by theſe to underſtand, or what they did contain 


in them, if indeed there were any ſuch. It is the Opinion of: 


Francis Funius, that theſe Books were ſo very ſmall, as hardly. 
to contain more than one Verſe each: And that they are not 
loſt, as is commonly thought, but are ey extant at this 
4 in the two laſt Chap- 

* of Eſdrat, otherwiſe called his Fifth Bool, The neweſt 
pinion which hath been advanced concerning them, and is ſet 


off with fome Colour of Critical Le that they did 


contain (not a Fewiſh, but altogether ) a Chriſtian Cabbala, yea. 
even the very Conſtitutions of Chriff himſelf, and of his Apoſtles, 


when afſembled together and filled with the Holy Ghoſt, It is 


the Opinion of other Learned Men, and of my Friend Doctor 
Grabe in particular, (if I rightly did apprehend him) that theſe 


Secret and Cabbaliftical Books are no other than the Seventy 


Apocryphal Books of the Old Teſtament, which are mentioned 
| received as Sacred by 


ſome of the Antient Hereticks, as we learn from Epiphaniss, 
Bur the Learned Count of Mirandula, who is the principal 
Witneſs in this Caſe, doth not only teſtify, that there were ſo 
many Books bearing the Name of Eſdras, and no other (which 
therefore could nat be * Apocrypha ſet forth under ſeveral 
FP A:t3 55 ; 5 3 | 
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i Ach. It is true, we rn no more of — at this Day: 
RE ar b i that there ſhould be ;NO other Copy of 


22 


ce much of the ſame Nature betwixt a Cn er and 
ery Learned Profeſſor in one of our Univerſities ;\ but ſuch as 


fo converſant i in all the Oriental Learning, was: indeed 


8 'd upon in this, as moſt do ſuppoſe, I rather; incline to be- 


eve, that 85 were the Books of the Zohar, or ſome ſuch othex 
d Cabb ſtical Writings, which were ſold to him for the 
55 Pork of Ezra ; and that he made uſe of them in draw. 


| 1155 1 Up N fans apd. other Learned Werke. 3 


25,3 5% 


8 or the FP ap io. It i is  faid- 5 — one of 
the Po 25 with very great Care, undertook chat they ſhould) 
or 15 lick Good, and for the Advancement of the Chriſtian 
tranſlated into Latin; it was Sixtus IV. And when 
there were then three of theſe Books actually turned in- 
to Go} ing nage; ; but what became of them we know not: 
He Succeſſor, Innocent VIII. cared for none of theſe things; 


ring only on ly how to fill his Coffers by the Sale of Indulgences, 
1 5 17 Teſs 1 Nas Ways and Means. The imma» 
ture Death of the Renowned Picus, who lived not to perform 


the great Pater he had in View, could not but be an Hin- 
drance to any farther Diſcovery which might thence poſſibly 


9951 gtherwi 1 made. We are therefore left in the 
as to 

05 there were certain ſecret Books attributed to Ezra, which 
had been ſeen by ſome in the earlieſt Ages of the Church; and 


„flog Wich che Mica ae, ok Scripture were chiefly 


KF, derived, 


\ 


| 55 47 no. Burt. But if this great Prodigy of Learning in his 


Matter. It is highly probable nevertheleſs, 
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that famous (4) Paſſage by him cited againſt T7 phon, who is the 
fame with the Tem R. Tarphon ;* 45 alſo by ( Latlantids 
in his Inſtitutions; viz. And Ezra ſaid unto the cope Thi. 
* Paſſover is our Saviour, ani our Refuge. And if ye 1 1 con- 
-< fider this, and it come into ybür Heart that we the Jews] 
Lare to humble him in a Sign f upon the Croſs] and that after 
-£ theſe things we ſhall believe in him, this Place verily ſhall 
not | upon ſuch your Conver fon to him] abide” waſte for all 


'6/Generations, faith the Lord, the God of Hoſts; but if ' ye. 
5 ſhall not believe in him, neither hearken to the Veice of 


his Preaching, then ſhall ye be #7ixapua; a Deriſion and a 
Laughing- Stock to the Gentiles.” Even as it is Si 
no come to paſs, though it could not be fo faid; when th 
3 was firſt cited; the Nut not being then derided by 
.the Nat 


ions among whom they dwelt, for not believing in 4 


Orucified Saviour, but rather on the contrary the Chriſtians whio 
believed. Thus is the Truth of this moſt weighty nee 
:as found in ſome Books of Eſdras, not only eſtabliſſſed hy tw 
Witneſſes, the one a Gree, the other a Latin, but, which is p 
little remarkable, it is not contradicted even by the very 
fo far as doth appear, though there was no other way of di 
harge againſt his Nation. Vea (c) ſome have 
even thought that S. Paul himſelf doth in his firſt Epiſtle to the 
- Grinthians, allude to this very Paſſage, ſaying, T9 Ha nuey 
ddp nuoy 3 Fn RUS’, Chriſt our Paſſover is ſacrificed, (d) as then 


LL. | — ö — — 
| 8 SI « 2 | | r „ a. iN 
„ (a) Türe 76 Hag 5 Ewrip I, Y = xearaquyn ia, = 


* 4 -v — & ** 5 A , 
ar hravondiTe x) A, Vuor £75 THY xapdiay, 5, &c. Dialog. 


cum Tryph. p. 297. Ed. 1 v7 

) Fore autem ut Judzi manus inferent Deo ſuo, eumque 
interficerent, teſtimonia Prophetarum bæc anteceſſerunt. Apud 
Eſdram ita ſcriptum eft: Et dixit Eſdras ad Populum: © Zoe 
. Paſcha Salvator noſter eſt, & Refugium noſtrum. Cogitate, & 


2 « 5 


= aſcendat in Cor veſtrum, quoniam habemus humiliare eum in 
5 Signo, & poſt hæc ſperabimus in eum, ne deſeratur hie locus 
WTF d, 10 ald Ae] in æternum tempus. Dicit Dominus 


1 Deus Virtutum: Si non credigeritis ei, neque exaudieritis annun - 


, ciationem L Evangelium] ejus, eritis deriſio in Gentibus. De 


Pera Sepient, Lib. iv. c. 18. p. 371. Ed. Oxon. 1684. 


2 (e) P. Colonus Obſ. Sacr. 1 Cor. v. 7. P · 12. (4) Cudworth on the | 


Lord's Supper, c. 2. p. 16. 
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ome of the Writers of the New Teſtament; which is alſo the 
Opinion, you know, of ſeveral other Learned Men. It is not 
— — that the Book of Enoch, and the Aſſumption of | © 
*Afofer might make Part of the Cabbala of Eſdras, and be of 
this Number: Thovgh I doubt very much, whether they were : 
. am of thoſe which were fold to Picus, for a Reaſon which 
. 'T have given already. There is alſo a Story of a certain Few 7 
called Dorra, which was inſerted into the Publick News, and 
which being thought ſomewhat akin to what is above related, 
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60 Lib. de Ponderib. & 10. (b) Fobn iii. 10. (c) Spicileg. patr. 
Tom. i. p. 134, Cc. FF 
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the Month of Aguſt with this rich Treaſure, which was ſo 

highly eſteemed by the Hialian ems, as to purchaſe them at 
_ - any Rate; thoſe of Nome and Leghorn, offering no leſs than 
. Ninety Thouſand Scudi for the obtaining of theſe Books, that 
ſo they might not light into the Hands of the Chrifians: But 
he being converted to Chriſtianity, refuſed their Offer, and 
made a Preſent thereof to the Great Duke; who thereupon 
(a) ſettled an honourable Penſion upon him for Life, with an 
Attendance of Servants; What is now become either of him 
or of his Books, or what Hand the Inquiſition might poſſibly 
have in this Matter, is, for ſome Reaſon, -a Secret: This Ac- 
count however, lame as it is, was thought worthy of being 
preſerved in an (b) Hiſtory of the Seventeenth Century, writ- | 
ten by a Learned Pen; and may afford ſome Speculation to 
the Curious. Nor would it be difficult to produce ſeveral Al- 
legations from the Ancients, beſides that which I choſe to in- 
ſtance in from two of them, in Confirmation of the great An- 
tiquity of theſe Cabbaliſtic or Recondite Books, paſſing under the 
Name of Eſdras. Hence S. Hierom faith, Multa Apoffolus 
Paulus de Reconditis eſt locutus: And tho' he was far from be- 
ing a Friend to this ſort of Books, yet the Truth extorted this 

from him more than once, that the Apoſtle Paul had taken 
up many things out of theſe Recondite and Apocryphal Wri- 
tings. Hence S. Chrſoſtom, or the Author of the imperfect NE 
upon S. Matthew, in his ſecond Homily commenting 
theſe Words, Hie ſhall be called a Nazarene, doth infinuate as if 
ſeveral of the Hebrew Prophets, not in the Publick Canon, 
and particularly Eſdras, had propheſied this. Hence Origen in 
many Places bath plain Alluſions to theſe. And hence Ge- 
mens Ale xandrinus we may conclude to have cited a Prop 
under his Name, introducing it, As it is written ; which yet is 
no where at this Day to be found in any Book attributed to 
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(i) Memorabilia Seculi XVII. Lib. x. p. 718. (5) Andreas 
Caroli, citat. ab J. A, Fabritio in Codice Pſeudepigr, V. T. 
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hat maſt needs be 1 dend aof ew 9 


«6 Books, of which the Efdraick Cabbala was ſuppoſed to conſiſt 
g . X. The Pſalms of Efdras — cer by ſome; 


"het wants Krtde Certainty * They are made to conſiſl of Lauds, 
Benedictions, and Supplications. A certain (a) Greek” Annulif 


-maketh them, together with thoſe which were collected and 


.weviſed by his Care, to be no fewer than Three Hundred, Some 
'of the Palms, in the Canon of both Fews- and - Chriſtians, are 
to have been written by bim, after the Return of 
[the former from their Captivity: And no inconſiderable Part 
ef che Feriſh Liturgy, W e Credit to them, muſt 
| chavend him for the-Compoſer. 

dle Argument for the — of Liturgies. That che 
Dan which were uſed in the TompleSeevios; and difperfed 
en Hands, were collected by him into one Body, and 


the Pfalms of David, but thoſe of ſeveral other Propliets 
and Divine Poets; and even of thoſe who were Contem . 
* with him, as Zachariah and Haggai, ſeemeth to me 
able: And is no more than hath been maintained by che moſt 

s and Chrifians, And as for what either 
that grea 


both of the: Jew 
t Critick Pere Simon, or Mr. Le Clerc's ſecret Friend, 
zer any other, have advanced to the contrary, as that they 
mut needs have been collected after the Time of ou 10 
even after the Perſecution of Amiochus Epiphanes; it is pany 
n Hypotheſis without a Baſis to ſupport it. For che LX 
-Plalm, Which they miſtake, is properly Prophetical + And — 
ach might be very well written about the Time of Daid 
— by the Prophet whoſe Name it beareth, who —.— 
bis Foreſig ht of Futurities, was named the (bY Seer,” 
Fervſcer] and whoſe Pſalms were for certain ſung in the Tem. 
le-together with thoſe of David. Hence (c David and Aſaph, 
A — of that very Pfalm, are ranked together as Prin- 
eipal Pfalmodiſts, by two Sacred 'Hiftorians: Hence alſo, as it 
2 in their Days, even ſo were Hymns of Praiſe and Thankf- 
| -anto God, and fach as were by them two compoſed, 
2 to be publickly wa at the Encenia of Fernſalem, or the 
t 


© Delleation thereof, "when 
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(s) Michael hw 4 in | Annal, Par, 1. © 2” "Chim; aal. 20. 
er Neb Xij. 45, 46. 
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this de ſo, there i a . 


divided into five Parts, or Books, containing in them not on- 
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Nalmody in general, the ' Conſtitution of David and — 
thought fit by Eſdras to be revived again, as it had formerly 
been by Hezeliab, when he commanded the Levites to "ſing - 

Praiſe unto the Lord, with the WORDS of DAVID andof - 7 
ASAPH; who being in the Spirit, propheſied in that Pſalm of © 
the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem under Titrns Veſpaſian, and of he 
Perpetnal ' Deſolations which were to follow upon the . 


ief Singers; and for Regulation hereof; ind of the publi 


4 


of the Temple by the Romans, with the entire Ceſſa 
rophecy and Miracles: All which hath been accordingly. ful 
filled. And ſo far is this from being an Hiſtorical Pſalm, which 
ſome fondly pretend, as I am rather apt to think it was 
into the Collection of the Temple-Hymns, not only before the 
Time of Antiochus, but even that of Eſdras himſelf, For if 1 
miſtake not, there were three Collections made of the Palms; 
the firſt by Solomon, according to his Father's Direction, after 
the Dedication of the Temple; the ſecond by © Hezekiab, with 
the Advice of his principal Men, upon the Reformation of the 
Service thereof; and the third by Eſdras, who, beſides the Ad- 
dition which he might make, doubtleſs reviſed alſo the two 
former. The third Book of Pſalms, whereof this is the ſecond 
in Order, doth moſtly confiſt of thoſe which were penned by 
the Prophet Aſaph : And therefore added, by the Men of Hexe 
Kiah, to the inſpired Compoſitions of the Royal Pſalmiſt, his 
Fellow - Prophet, contained in the former Books; at the end of - 
which having placed the LXXIId Palm, as the laſt of them, 
and written, very probably, not long before his Death, upo 
the Inauguration of Solomon his Son, they might then well 
enough conclude, the Hymns of David, the Son of Jefle are 
ended ; Which Poſtſcript Eſdras would not remove, though not 
—-a few others of David's Prophetical Songs were gathered by 
him afterward, and ſuperadded to thoſe in the ſucceedi 
Books. As Eſdras is likely to have had the principal Hand in 
the two laſt of theſe, a Reaſon hence may be given why he 
ſhould chuſe to begin with that Pſalm, which is entitled, 4 
Prayer of Moſes, the Man of God; than which nothing could, 
I think, be better ſuited to his Character, as a Perſon on 
Ae there reſted fo large a Meaſure of the Spirit which was in 
A „ 5 
48. But beſides the Pſalms collected by Eſdras, for the uſe 
of the Temple, and for Liturgick Offices in the Synagogues, 
Kcording to his Conſtitution made for that purpoſe ; there I 
4 n 7 | e 5 2419 


aner, 
h not without the 
hedrim; the which 
| ; The; fr ſt of 


pon. i e. Dwell. Farther, it is their Opinion, that the fiſ 
teen Gradual Pſalms were ordered by him to be uſed in the Se- 
N Temple; they having been written indeed by ſeveral 


Hands, but in that Manner by him Metec and accommo- 
dated for the publick Service: Upon which the Criticks may 
be conſulted: And tho' none of the Canonical Plalms are in- 
ſeribed to him by Name, it is yet no incredible thing that he 
Thould be, what ſome ſuppoſe, the Penman of ſome of them 
alſo; and is not unworthy to be a little enquired int. 
9 45. Now as in the preſent Hebrew Copies ( as likewiſe 
zin the Ancient Verſions ) the Pſalms are divided into a lit- 
tle Pentateuch, as before is obſerved, and this Diviſion into 
Five Books is ſuppoſed to be even as old as Eſdras ( if that 
of the two firſt be not much older) it is in the laſt of | theſe 
Books, where we are to look for theſe Palms, which may 
have been compoſed by him and his Aſſiſtants, the Names of 
two of whom are preſerved in ſome of their Inſcriptions, tho 
is be indeed miſſing in all. The Pfalms which are thought 


/ r ͤerm f m ðͤ 


operly to belong to him, as the inſpired Scribe, are then ſome 
Een in this fifth Book; which doth conſiſt chiefly, of ſuch 
as are Anonymous, and as were written by the latzer Prophets, 
EE . GE beginning 


Mas OE 


FF» WW n 


LENS * 25 rig 22 4 : f | „ re RAS N r 5 Ee S e 
p * FTT . : Y * 5 : $44 « 25 ” N ** 8 L e 2M 
n. OH RE. 8 Re > » 4. , IE "x 1 e — 3 
F e N 88 . ? 83 MY 1 * EY pn : * b DE WES 2 * 8 
5 . : p ; N * 5 ; wo * < : 3 
. q _— * $ ; 8 5 1 22 << * Zr + SE 
« GC * 0 7 e * . , z : I'S 5 
7 . = * 
1 Pr 7 0 * - * _ 6. 
h 4 N 2 4 4 1 
3 F q * CAS. 15 8 4, 2 : | i a . — K 
\ + 1 . 3 - at A Y 1 1 ; 8 5 = * . 

* * 0 * N * 6] wy . — N x * . 

M ut 5 — i ye 1 4 
« * * 1 - *F * * 


beginning from the CV Heh Pſalm. And not imptobably there 1 ; 


fore the CVIIth Pſalm itſelf may be of; this Number, ſince 
there could be nothing ever more proper to the Perſon and 
Character of Eſdras; after the Return of the Fews from their 


= 3 : 


Diſperſion, than this is. After which there follow ſome Pſalms 
of David, which were not brought into either of the former 
Collections. The CXIVth and CXVth Palms, (if theſe be 


not both but one) were certainly written about the ſame Time; 
and in all Likelihood; by the ſame Author alſo, - The CXIXth 


Palm is Anonymous both in the Hebrew, and in the Septuas 
gint : It is by ſome given to David ; but I ſee not why it may 
not belong as well to Ezra, who was the Compiler of, the 
Book, and therefore would not mention his own Name; as 
there was alſo no Need to do it. My Reaſons which incline 
me to think ſo, are, 1. That this Pſalm is fo very conſiderable, 
that it muſt needs have been known to be David's, had he been 


— 


there is this Concluſion to them, The Prayers of David, the Son 


ef Jeſſe, are ended. 3dly, The Conſtruction of this Phim is 


the Watches, and Openings of the Temple-Hours, by Day and 
Night. 4-4, It ſeemeth to have been compoſed about the Time 


when the Law of God was in a Manner loſt, or diſſipated, or as 
we render it, made void; which is not very applicable to the 
Time of David, but is moſt certainly ſo to that of Eſdras. 


$190 That there is nothing in it 2 or peculiar to David's 


erſon, or Character, as to the Style of his undoubted Compo- 


ſitions; but there are ſeveral Paſſages in it which exactly agree 
with the Perſon and Character of Eſdras, and cannot be con- 


tradicted 


; as & fort of 


| Chat theſe Hours were of genera} Obſervation among the De- 


vid, or any former Prophet, 
chere is expreſs mention ade of the Seven Hours of Times of 
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„ Etbey, Ie appeureth to have been ſo artificia 


idle! that it mi ght be learned together wit che Alz 


Ee by the Helen "Children and Youth, for ivy perpetua- 
8 Study of the Law among all Ranis of People dei 5 


bren Primer e and that as fach it muſt 


le to the State of the Jewiſh 
the Law; and the In tation thereof by the Great Scribe 


of it. 7thhy, 


Doctors, were inflituted by the Three chief Patriarchs; and alſd 


vout during the Continuance of the Temple-Service : But that 
none ever before this Pſalmiſt (be he who he will) did, ſe fur 
e enn know, arrive to the Number Sv. And morecver 


ttt this Number, as having ſomewhat perhaps v or hp jor" in 


it; is in a more eſpecial Manner adapted to the Perſon'of EH; 

as he is repreſented to us in the Uncanonieal Book 
which we are iring into, and that both in the Latin and 
Arabick Copies of itt; but more in the Arabick than in the 
Eatin;” as I have — : of which many Inſtances are to be 


„ moet} and which muſt have had firm Ground, or Tradition, 
. whatever our Opinion may be concerning the 


Book — It appeareth thence that Ezra, rather than Da. 
might write this Pſalm, wherein 


Prayer in a Day. $:hly, That the 5 — Alphabets in this Palm 
ſeem to have Relation to the Eight great Hours, or Watches} 


mid to be appointed about the Time of Ezra, for the Servi- 
cex.of the Walters in the Temple, if not by him himſelf; 


euch of them making a diſtin& Palm by itſelf, as any one with 
but halt an Eye may obſerve 5 And to have deen ſo on purpoſe 


divided, that at the Sounding of the Trumpets, for the opers 


: of theſe Hours, and Services, the Waiters in their Courſe 
might all be ſummoned to wait _ the Divine Law, during 
the due ; and that the Study thereof might thus be 


N without Intermiſſion. 9:hly, That this whole Pfalny 


chiefly referr to the ſpiritual, or more myſtical Senſe of the 


| Law: And therefore nothing can be more agreeable to the 


Perſon and Character of Ezra, who was ſo famed' for it, if 
zny Credit may be given to the conſtant Tradition' of his Nati- 
ns Nha to the Sentiments of the-moſt Learned Chriſtians, Anci- 


ent 


bby tis! Bene 6 2 mommy & mach a fs 


Church, after the Revivat of 


terpre 
That 'Dzvid and Daniel ſtrictly obſerved the Three 
Hours of rayer, which in the Opinion of moſt of the Jeniſßʒ 
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ent ant Modem. "And laftiy, 1 e lg | F _ 
hat inclined to believe, that the early T ration which” iy” 
of h D ht arif ch from his being though! th; 
w, might ariſe very mu om his being t t te” 

phe Author r this Palo, Nevertheleſs I would not bh 

5 Eee from the Royal Prophet in the leaſt : Town res- rer- 
dily, chat the Penman Aar took” his Ground for it from tua 
Palms of David, which are his Firſt and his Nineteenth, An 
this I think may "ſuffice to have ſpoken concerning the Pala 
of Ezra, and thoſe which are, (or may be) ſuppoſed hit: 
. poſed the Reaſons; and leave them to your EXA 
pr Matter fo dark, I may eaſily be ben Aha eg 
100 held lay a great deal more on this Head, and brit . 
new Critical Nemarks to ſupport what is here mentioned. 
8 50. In the fame Claſs with the Pfalms muſt not be altop 9 
ther omitted the Benedifiions of Sos, of which the Tal 


is alſo written in the Commentaries 
BLESSED the Lord, the Great God ; and all the People 


Auen, Amen, And likewiſe in the Canonical Ezra, (% BLES 


SED be the Lord God ef our Father; and the laſt Gradual Pala 


2 by him (if not alſo written by him) (c) BLESS ye 2 5 


e 2 of the Lord; as alſo in the Conf 


the — by him ordered, beginning, (4 Stand up, 2 1 bY. 


the Lord for ever and ever. Concerning theſe, whoever would 


be farther ſatisfied, may ſee Surenhuſius and Edzardus ns, that 
The Confeſſi ons of - Eſdras are placed under the fame Head; 


— of _ there are Two which are Canonical, beſides tl | 


yphal, The (e) Firſt of the Former is 
in 10 05 ru. n the (J) Second in the Second Book, according 


to the Order which here is taken. The Firſt is expreſly attribu⸗ 


ted to him; but the Second to thoſe who miniſtred under 
vertue of his Commiſſion. He is hence concluded to be the. 
uthor of them both. Of the Apocryphal ones we have no- 
thing here to ſay; and ſo, leaving the Fewiſh Doctors to opine 

ey pleaſe, paſs on to the next; which ſoundeth indeed 
1 odd. It is but little taken notice o 
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ng the Chriſtian . of Ezr4's being the Retorte 
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have ij en in their Treatiſe Beracho and concerning which it 
po i, Nehemiab,. G) And "Ezra. 
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Haut. 
nd in private Perſons Hands, bearing the Name of 


Libraries, 
ys of Es 


et; which contain in them the very Dre 
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; and how he ſhould. be able to prognoſticate 


lanetary Dzmons, or other Parts of what 
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- (4) Tov axnoxdavdin; Eo. pz Zoch Niceph. Homol. Can. 3. 
apud Freher. jus Grzco-Romarum, T. 1. (6) Teyvect d xa] 
a Arexaνν “eg d Tpyiporris —Fabtit. T. 2. p. 952. 
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is called Orcalt- Philoſophy ; Tam not a little inclined to belteve 
from what I myſelf have verily ſeen pretended to, in certain 
curions Books, ſuch as upon S. Paul's preaching, were hurnel 
at Epheſus, Of this fort, I ſuppoſe, was the W e 
Zoroafter, which is mentioned by ry in the Life of Plo- 
tinus, and with ſome other of the ſame kind, by him charged 
upon the Chriſtiant; as founded upon a Miſunderſtanding of 
the Ancient Magical Philoſophy : And I am apt to ſuſpect à or- 
rupt Reading in the Canon of Nicephorus, wherein this Apo- 
calypſe of Eſdras is condemned, together with another under 
the Name of Zoſimas; as it is now in the printed Copies; for 
which, upon the Authority of Porphyry, I would take leave to 
ſubſtitute Zoroafer, which was certainly a Gnoſtical Book; or, 
at leaſt, his Adjun& Zoſtrian; they being noted in this kind, 
and alſo boaſted of by the old Hereticks, whereas there is no 
mention of the ere of Zoſimas found in any Writer be- 
ſides. The Zoroaftrian — is very famous: And it having 
been taught in Chaldea, where Eſdras lived ſo long, this might 
ive'Occafion to Pretenders to counterfeit Books under the 
Name of him and Zoroaſter, with the ſame View. That this 
now. was ſo, there is too much Proof, rather than too little; 
from the Multitude of ſuch vile Impoſtures handed about in 
Confidence, or kept up as Secrets by the Superſtitious and the 
Over-Curious, ' In which Number may deſervedly be placed 
the following Piece, worthy to be next to this Pſeudo-Apoca- 
pſe ; though the Original of it might not perhaps be evil; 
9 53. XII. The Calendar of Eſdras, or the Kanardoaty iy, 
which is aſcribed to him, might take its Riſe from the Obſer- 
vations which he was careful to make, and the Rules which he 
gave for keeping the Feaſts and Faſfs of the Jewiſh Church: 
And from his Reſtauration of the Ephemeriæ, or Prieſtly Courſes, 
with the Sabbatical Years and Jubilees, Hence the adjuſting 
the Calendar to the uſe of their Liturgy is believed to be main- 
ly owing to him. And as it was further obſerved, that ſome 
certain Days had been #@iCapess, very heavy and unfortunate to 
| the Jews ; ſuch as the Tenth of Tiſri, theSeventeenth of Tamaz, 
„and the Ninth of Ab And othere that were 9gpupat and 
ff <249a}?, Days of Gladneſs and Feaſting, being held fortunate 
and ſucceſsful to their Nation; ſuch as the Fourteenth of Adar, be. 
the Fourteenth of Niſan, ** the Fifteenth of Ti: Wee S. 
N 5” : . | there 
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there game to be forged under his Name, (a) The Epbemerides 
1 Eſdras the Prophet concerning the unfortunate Days bf the melde 
| Months ef the Tear; as alſo an Account of the (b) 
which God revealed 10 Efdras the Prieſt; together with () the 
Vun which Eſdras the Prophet bad, how he ſhould Inow and teach. 
the Children of Iſrael the forr Quarters. of the Tea; and other 
 Superſtitious Traſh: of the fame ſort. The two firſt of which 
were written in Greek,;;and-are extant in the Emperor's Libra» 
m; but the laſt is a mere Modern Impoſture, which is not ſo 
much as to be found in any of the Learned Languages; and 
not deſerving to be mentioned at all, but only to ſhew the ridi- 
- eulous and extravagant Impudence of certain Superſtitious Pre- 
tenders to ſacred Knowledge, in. aſſuming to themſelves the 
r Antiquity. 1 1 ſome of the YValen- 
mans in this Matter; and think i r 
maß have forged the Dream-Book. of Daniel, and the ſeveral 
Prognoſt ications of Eſdras, under various Names, as above; with 
ether accurſed Books of Jen iſh and 3 Divination, 
ait only for the Fire. Vet I muſt not omitt that one main Fours 
dation fbr ſuck Impoſtures as theſe laſt mentioned, and their li- 
ſexiption as aforeſaid, is this; That as Moſes was learned in a 
the Learning of the Egyptians, ſo it is ( fay they) no leſs pro- 
bahble, that Eæræ was alſo: learned in all the Learning of the Chal- 
dan; whereof Aſtrology, and the Doctrine of the Election of 
Hours and Days, is known to be no inconſiderable Part. Such 
are their Pretenſions; to which there need be, I think, no An · 
ſwer. And fo let this ſuffice to have ſpoken concerning the ſe- 
veral Books and Writings, which paſs under the Name of E, 
dras, both Genuine and Spurious ; ſo far, I mean, as to give a 
41% 6; eat A 2 1 20 ng: $7: 
- $4. Io return now to the principal Subject of our Enquiry, 
which 1 have had all along in Wien, while 1 have been diver- 
ting myſelf, if not my Reader, with this general Proſpect, in 
order to ſomewhat that ſhall now begin to appear. Since the 
Name then of this great Man hath been ſo very much abuſed 
dy the vileſt Impoſtors, as we have now ſeen at large; no 
Wonder it is, if that which is called his Fourth Book by the 
Latin Church, having certainly paſſed through ill Hands at 
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ide Second Book of ESDRAS xx 
1ebft, hath been ſo much ſuſpected, and ſo Cavalierly treated, = 
dy more than a few; and thoſe too Perſdns of no ſmall Conf 
deration and Character. Now, if in nothing Men, even Learned 
Men, have been more miſtaken than in their Judgments upon 
this very Book, except perhaps upon Daniel, and the Revelg- 
tions; let it not be thought ſtrange by any, that a Lover of 
Truth ſhould endeavour to ſhew the Unreaſonableneſ of ſuch 
#Treatnient, and one who has written againſt Enthafaſm, to 
diſcover ſome of the Grounds of thoſe Miſtakes not hitherto 
obſerved ; Miſtakes whereupon it hath been generally taken up, 
and that both by Proteſt ants and Roman Catholicks, © © — 
s 55. If two or three Books be confounded together 
one; if Fragments be looſely tacked one to the other ; 
there be manifeſt Diſlocations and Tranſpoſitions; if the Book 
that is criticized upon be but a Tranſlation ; if it be not a 
Tranſlation only, but probably a Tranſlation from à Tranſla- 
tion; and if moreover there be not only Faults in the Tranfla- 
tion itſelf, but alſo clear Marks of Interpolation afterwards ; 
were there even no Faults committed in the Tranſcribing, it 
would be no very eaſy Matter for the ableſt Critick to know 
how to behave himſelf in all this Confufion : And he would 
certainly be puzzled to find out by what Rules of Criticiſm to 
paſs a Definitive Sentence upon the Book and its Author. Had 
we only a barbarous Latin Tranſlation of the Inimitable Pindar 
or Homer, or even but a rude Second-Hand Tranſlation from 
that into ſome other Tongue, and their Originals were entirely 
loſt, what mad Work, think you, would the Criticks make heres 
with? for if we were to judge hereby of the incomparable Beau- 
ties in thoſe moſt admired Poets, what low and mean 8 
muſt we have of thoſe great Maſter- Pieces of N > And 
would we not be ready immediately to conclude, that this was 
all a Forgery under their Names by ſome Trifler or other, and 
that no greater Diſhonour could be done them, than to father 
upon them ſuch ſort of Traſh ? This I leave yon to judge of, 
The Caſe here may not be very widely different, all things 
confidered. For, J 
9 56. We have only had a barbarous Tranſlation of this Book 
in the Latin Tongue for many Centuries to judge by, and now 
lately another in the Arabick, not much more to be depended 
upon, which had lain concealed for about Years; both of 
them from the Greek, and that perhaps from the Syiact and the 
Chaldee, if not the Hebrew. 27 the Latin Copy, there 1 to 
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have been three Books, or at leaſt Part of three; confoundel 


together as one Book: And in the Arabick Copy, tho there be 
but one, yet the Additions, Omiſſions, and | Alterations are fo 
conſiderable; as to render it in a Manner quite another Book. 
Moreover in both there are manifeſtly ſome Tranſpoſitions; and 
the Connexion is ſometimes ſo looſe, or none at all, even as if 
Fragments of ſeveral Books were put together. Notwithſtand - 
ing all which, I do not yet deſpair, but that under all this 
| Rubbiſh there may be ſtill ſomething worth digging for. 
957. Seyeral Opinions concerning the Authority and Anti- 
quity of this Apocalyptical Eſdras, labouring under theſe Diſad- 
vantages, have been taken notice of in this Letter, and the 
SGrounds for each of them glanced at. Now the laſt Opinion 
. which I did mention was, that this Book is truly of Fewiſh Ex- 
traction, as much as any of the Apocryphal Books of the Old 
Teſtament, and ancienter than Chriſtianity ; but adulterated 
not long after the Publication of the Goſpel by ſome or other 
, of. the Primitive Hereticks. Whether this were not one of the 
. facred Books which were received by the Montaniſts into their 
Canon, and one that was confirmed by their Paraclet, I muſt not 
here take upon me to determine. I am not willing to charge 
them with any unfair Dealing in this Matter, as ſome have 
done; any more than I ow Soepher of - Hermas, which 
was always in the Poſſeſſion of the Catholicks ; and that even be- 
fore Montanms: was born. It is probable that they were both 
2 alike read by Montaniſts and by .Catholicks: the one as of Fewiſh, 
_ the other as of Chriſtian Extraction, equally pleaſed them both; 
as appearing to bear Witneſs one to the other, and to be writ- 
ten in a Style not much unlike. What Reaſon there is to make 
+ the one or the other of them Montaniſtical, either Originally, 
or by Adoption, either Soppnſſtitiouſiy, or by Heretical Inter pola- 
; tion, I can therefore by no means diſcern, And as for this Book 
or Eſdras there may be a great deal more ſaid for it after all, 
than gan be for that of arma. The Montaniſis indeed by 
their Principles might be fond enough of ſuch a Book as this; 
they might even take it into the Number of their Sacred Books, 
of which that they had ſeveral ſecret ones, there is no Doubt 


to be made; they might alſo place it in the very firſt Claſs of 
; theſe, as inferior to none of the Canonical Writings ; and yet 
they might receive it either from the Church, or from the Sy- 
- Nagogue. And that firſt of all it came from the Synagogue; 
and that theſe old Puritans had nothing to do either in forging, 
8 05 | | | = ifs 
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I confeſs, that I do not ſee the leaſt Ground for 8 — of 
a Pro- 


phet, or of interpolating and new modelling it afterwards; 
And if any of the Ancient Hereticks may be ſuſpected of For- 


might ſuffer by him as much as S. John. But ſome, you know, 
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it, or in adulterating it, whatever Hand others might have in it, 
will appear moſt pfobable, if the Ancient Books be faithfully 
compared. For though there be indeed an evident Agreement 
between one of their moſt (a) remarkable Revelations, and that 
which is here recorded in the Tenth Chapter of this Book, 
which may incline ſame to favour this Opinion to their Preju- 
dice; and though Terinilian alſo, one of their Chiefs, had a 
moſt high Veneration for this, as well as for the Book of Enoch, 
believing them both to have truly a Divine Original; yet muſt 


the Second Book of "ESD RAS „ 


ſe, either of counterfeiting this Piece in the Name o 


ery,. or of Interpolation, in this Caſe there is none whom 
[ ſhould ſooner ſuſpe&t than the Cerinthians, or even than 
Gerinthus himſelf, of whoſe pretended Revelations there is ſuf- 


ficient Notoriety. 


+6 58. But yet I can by no means believe that this Book is 
the very Apocalypſe, which the Ancients referr to ſometimes as 
ſet forth by this Arch-Heretick, and which by ſome is igno- 
rantly (not to ſay maliciouſly) confounded with that of S. John ; 

tho' there may be ſome plauſible Reaſons, I own, given for fix- 
ing it here, rather than elſewhere. Since not only both Cerin- 


thus, and his Diſciples were capable enough of doing this that 


is ſuggeſted ;; but there are certain Paſſages likewiſe in it, which 
may ſeem too much to favour. the Cerinthian Hereſy. This Ce 
rinthus is beſides well known to have boaſted of his Revelari- 


ons, and to have publiſhed them at firſt to the World under a 


borrowed Name, for the greater Authority of the Matter, as if 
they had been really written by ſome great Prophet or Apoſtle. 
He is ſuppoſed by ſome to have written or compiled a fort of 
Apocalypſe of his own, upon the Model of S. John; and if fo, this 
may not indeed be very unlike ir. By others, he is thought only 


to have interpolated the Revelation of that Apoſtle, and accom- 


modated it to his own private Sentiments ; which thing is not 
very unlikely, conſidering the Liberty taken by thoſe of his 
Sect, and others of the Family of Simon the Sorcerer, with the 
Apoſtolical Writings, And if fo, tis no Wonder that Eſdras 


—— 


00 See Hiſt, of Montaniſm. Art. xiii. Seft.5, 
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0 Sezen der this Hock is Suppatiktions, and of 
i on & Suſpicion that this is Suppaſititious, of 
The ſame. —— Eſdras: And that it may have been writ- 
by this vile Impoſtor, appearing as in the Form of that ve- 
ry Apoſtle, who ſo publickly withſtood him as an Antichriſt, 
and treated; him at Epbeſus as an incarnate Devil, or Son\of the 
Devil; For which Suppoſal there is juſt as much Reaſon, as to 
ſuſpect Jauues, or — to have written the Pentateuch, and 
to have been able to palm on the World the Name of Adofes, 
For what they his Enemies had don. © 
J $ 59+ But whether in Imitation of theſe of S. John, his Ene- 
my counterfeited other Revelations, and Angelical Communi» 
_ cations, ſuch as are theſe in Eſdras, under ſome great and ap- 
prov'd Name, as of Moſes, or of Elias, or of Jjaias, and the 
ike; or elſe of one of the Apoſtles, as of Peter, or of Paul, 
or of Tomas: Or whether he counterfeited indeed a Book of 
Revelations, under the Name of S. Fobn himſelf, and with the 
very ſame Title as his, that ſo by means of the Spurious, the 
True one might fall into Contempt, and the nobleſt Monument 
the Chriſtian Church might be totally neglected by Chriſtiamt, 
ox even yielded up by them to that Spirit which acted in him: 
. Or whether laſtly, he proceeded no farther than only to at- 
> tempt, to make fome Variations from the Original, and to ſet 
h- another Copy of S. John's Revelation, more agreeable to 
his Notions, by either adding unto, or taking from the Words 
af the Prophecy of that Book, and thereby pretending a more 
| *earredt Copy than that which was given forth by S. John him- 
ſelf: It muſt be granted, that how difficult foever it might be for 
him to take on him the Perſon of one in all the World the moſt 
contrary to him, none was more qualified for counterfeiting the 
Name and Seal of Ezra to what he pleaſed ; and that it muſt 
have been much more eaſy for him to have done this, than to 
have made ſo very bold with an Apoſtle who was then living, 
and whofe-Anathema he could not but have ſome Dread of. 
_  $ 60, Theodofirs Alexandrinu hath notwithſtanding made ex- 
preſs Mention of (a) two diſtint Books under the fame Cha- 
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rater and Name; the one Genuine, the other duppoſititious; 
which Suppeſititious one may not improbably have been the ve- 
ry ame with the Cerinthian Apocalypſe, And one of theſe, by 5 
ſome of the Ancients, ſeems to me to have been taken for the 
other; and even Caius the Presbyter, in writing againſt the An 
2aaiff Enchuſiafts, cannot, I think, be altogether excuſed from this 
Miſtake. What that Apocalypſe of Cerinihus was, we do nor 
-know : But a Catholick Writer is by no means excuſable for let- 
ting himfelf fall into an Error of this Nature, out of any Ap» 
prehenſion of giving his Adverfartes any Advantage over him 
by the Authortey'of fo great a Name as S. Fohn, however that 
de miſapplied. It is plain that there was then more than'ione 
Apocalypſe aſcribed to him: And this ought to have been well 
examined into. Nay even to this very Day there is ſtill extant, 
tho not made publick, a ſpurious Revelation under the Title of 
#his Apoſtle, ſurnamed ©:0ao4yG, for his having contended for 
the Divinity of the Logos, as in the Perſon of FESUS, + 
gainſt Cerinihus, and ſuch other Hereticks; which Revelation 
thus beginneth, After the raking up of our Lord Feſus Chriſt 4 Fohis 
'being aloxe on Mount Tabor, Cc. It is kept in the Archives of the 
( Imperial Library at Vienna; and may be about as large 2 
the moſt Sacred and Genuine one of the true Divine Apoſtle, 1 
*could wiſh this Apocryphal Revelation were brought förti to 
Light, that it might be compared with the hey wn one, and 
that a judgment might be made upon it: Not doubting but that 
whether it be the old one of Cerinthus, or a later one of fome 
of his Diſeiples, or even the Work but of one of the Montani 
 *Sbills, the Publication thereof may yet be worth the While, for 
the clearing up of ſome Particulars both in this Book of Eſdrat, 
and in S. Fohn's Revelation, which in ſeveral Places run one 
together. And hence I am almoſt apt to think it might be ca. 
led the Apocalypſe of Eſdras; and under that Name be condem- 
ned, as perhaps ſuppoſing it to be the very Apocalypſe” of Grin 
thus, and written by him after he had ſeen that of S. Fohn, for 
the Sake of Fudaizing Chriſtians, whereof he was Chief ———- \ 
8 61. But though this be not in Reality ſo, as far as I 8 
find, there may be Reaſon enough to ſuſpect here ſome foul 
Play from that Quarter: And particularly I am not a little je- 
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ES Us and CHRIS I, as ſeeming a manifeſt n 
Ch. vii. 28, 29. wherein I am alſo the more confirm'd by the 
Reading of your Arabic Copy. And 1 cannot therefore but 
think that the Anathema's of S. 7ohn at the end of his Book, 
which was given him, were more immediately pointed at this 
Arch - Heretick and his Diſciples; who were notorious not on- 
Fa for having ſeveral (b) Apocryphal Books, but their Interpola- 
tions alſo of the Genuine ones, as of the. Goſpel according to 
S Mathew, and other Apoſtolical Writings, 
62. What Ground then a very (c) Learned and Sagacious 
Man amongſt us had to ſuſpect this Apocryphal Piece to have 
been the Product of a Jew, turned (d) Montaniſt, I do not at 
at all underſtand. And whatever Abſurdities or Fables may be 
contained in it, there are none, I dare be bold to fay, which 
are not ancienter than the Riſe of Montaniſm; and particularly 
that which is the moſt of all offenſive, and which ſeems to 
ſtrike at the Authority of all what is moſt Sacred to us. For 
the fame Reaſon, it is unaccountable alſo. to ſuppoſe, that this 
Bock could be written ſo late as the third Century, ſome time 
after the Death of Sewerus, and near about that of Macrinus, or 


Be quite new modelled by I know not whom about that 5 


and in that very Part which was the moſt expoſed of any. 
Pet, if the Prophecy of the Koman Empire, which is extant in 
the XIch and XIIth Chapters, were written but any time bes 
fore the Year CCXVII, or the beginning of the Third Cen- 
TA z we may even as well believe it to have been written 
defore the Death of Domitian, which is the ra ſome Lear- 


F 2 * 


ned Men have pitch d on for it, or the Year XCVI: And if 
before that time, it may be demanded, why not alſo ſooner, 
8 e of the firſt of the Cæſars? It will thence 
| = ods That this is truly an ancient Book of the Fews, writ- 
tem before Chriſt, however afterwards interpolated by ſome 


ten before wever 
or other profeſſing Chriſtianity, 


N Epiph. Panar. adv. Hzrcf, H. xxvili. c. 6. p. 113, 114. 
Ed. Par, 1622. (b) Tillemont. Hift. Eccl. To. 2. Par. 1. p. 104, 
105, 351. (c) Dr. Alix. (d) Ex eorum officina prod iit Liber IV. 
Eſdræ, a Tudzo inquam, facto Montanifta, ſcriptus; qui ſupponit 
tota m Bibliothecam Sacram in excidio Hieroſoly morum periifſe, 
atque ade ab Eſdra, Deo dictante, fuiſſe reparatam. Alix ap. Span- 
beim. De Præſtantia & Uſu Num. 9 6 
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 vhe'Scond(Book of ESDRAS; / 
++ 63: Bot againſt this Opinion I preſently ſaw it would be 
| objected, that if this Book were originally of ſo. great Anti- 
quity, as this would: ſeem to inferr, then it muſt of Neceſſity 
have been written by a Prophet, from the Series of Predicti- 
ons relating to the Chriſtian OEconomy, and to the Roman Em- 
ire: And if by a Prophet, then why not by the True Exre 
himſelf; with whom, it is generally thought, that the Prophe- 
tical Spirit among the Jems did very much decline, if not totally 
ceaſe? And again, if it were written by a Few, and interpo- 
lated by a Chri/tian, it may be farther urged, how came it that 
none of the Learned Fews who oppoſed Chriſtianity, ever made 
that Diſcovery ? Or how came it that none of the Heathens, 
ſuch as Celſus and Porphyry, who certainly wanted neither Ma- 
-lice, nor Wit, nor Learning, to have made ſuch a Diſcovery as 
this, had it been poſſible, did ever yet charge, ſo far as we 
can find, the Chriſtians with ſo baſe an Action? And if even 
then too this paſſed, when both Jews and Heathens were pub- 
lickly charged by the Chriftians, to have acted fraudulently with 
zeſpe& to the Inſpirations, . or Oracles, by them ſeverally at- 
"teſted to; how could they forbear to retort this upon them, 
who were clearly no leſs guilty than they, if not alſo more, 
ſoppoting this to be true as allegated 2 But moreover, upon 
this Su 2 


ppoſition of the Interpolator of Eſdras being a Criſtian, 
if neither Jews nor Heathens had made any Objection, fill Lcan- 
not ſee how it could be poſſible, either for the ' Catbolicks os 
the Hereticks to have made ſo bold with a Prophetical Book, 
and to paſs unobſerved among themſelves. For if the Catholicks, 
for inftance, had done it, methinks the Hereticks would not have 
been filent: And if the Hereticks had done it, the Gatholicks 
would not have concealed it; and much leſs ſurely would they 
have made uſe of it, or any ways corrobcrated the Authority of 
it, as ſome of them (and they alſo the moſt Knowing) have 
done. And notwithſtanding many Books were indeed forged 
by the old Hereticks, not without the higheſt Pretenſions, -and 
others induſtriouſly interpolated by them, worthy it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that we have little or nothing but their Names at this 
Day left us: Yea it is even to be feared, that ſome very valua- 
- ble Books have been utterly loſt to us, by the Misfortune only 
of having paſſed thro ill Hands, and being mangled or altered 
by them. If fo, whence is it otherwiſe here? And if therefore 
neither Catholicks without being obſerved by the Heretichs, nor 


» Hefezicks without being obſerved by the Gatholighs, nor _ 
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| of ta ene, obſerved bab e and e 
— of managing a Contrivanoe of this rat: on 


e cit Caſe ) And if ald 
—— upon Record for Confirmation hersof, 


mals for corrupting the ſacred Books, have been notoriouſty un- 
ſnecefeful ; then this Hypotfitſis likewife muſt of Neceſſity fall to 
the Ground. So infoperable were the Difficulties on all Hands 


20: me for a long while, as I began now almoſt entirely to de- 


poi of finding any Satisfaction in this Matter; every Opinion 
awhich 1 had — met with, wanting that Stren ib which is moſt 
4 * aſcribed to Trath, by the Author of the fieſt 9 1 
has Book of this Name. 8 

+ $ 64. The Queſtion then will be, But how are we 10 hh 
75 this Evidence? Let us — and let the Truth anſwer. 
There is certainly a = reat Conformity betwixt this and 
other ancient Books, both 2 and Chriſtian. There are ma- 
nifeſt" and undeniable A ns in one to the other, and even 
-expreſ Citations of one by the other. And yet it is ſtill extreme 
aid to determine, which of theſe are the moſt ancient, and 
Which they that cite from, or allude to the others. The Reve- 
ation of S. Fehr, and the Viſions of Hermas, are evidently, 
an ſeveral Places, conformable to thoſe of Eſdras; and one may 
Forve to give Light to the other of them; but which of them 
wet is the eldeſt, is a Queſtion of greater Difficulty than one 
would firſt think. The Book of Hermas is, by ſome, efteemed 
the moſt ancient of the Three: And there are Arguments 
which make it probable, that it may have been written near 
about the Seventy Fifth Year of the vulgar Ara. Now, that 
#ither Eſdras was ſeen by Hermas, or Hermas by the Perſs- 
Dated Eſdrat, there can hardly be the leaſt Doubt made by: any 
"one who ſhall be at the Pains carefully to compare them. The 
"Epiſtles alſo of S. Clement and S. Barnabas have been thought 
10 roferr to this Book, or to ſome other ſacred Book of the Old 
Teſtament which is loſt ; from which the Author of this; fay 
ſome, may have tranſeribed what theſe Companions of the 
Apoſtles have cited as Scripture. Nor can it be denied; but 
that there is alſo a very near Conformity between ſome of the 

Fargums, and ſome Paſſages in this Book: And if any bf 
theſe be indeed fo old, as — Learned Men have thought 
them to be, then there can be little Reaſon to doubt of the 


Ela of this, ox of its i written before the ages 


po chore be Exp which were made vity — by certain Hus. 
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of Cbril. Since if they be fo ancient as is pretended, 


there 
will de manifeſtly the fame oo them, as agai 
this. But if they be not ſo ancient, the Wonder, ſo far from 
being leſs, will tilt be greater, how and whence theſe ſho 
writs after ſuch a Manner concerning the Meſſiah, and the 
World to come, as they have done: And how and whence this 
Reſemblance of Thoughts, and Modes of Speaking, common 
to both, ſhould ariſe, It is by no means credible, that Fews 
by Religion, writing for the Inftruftion of Jews as ſuch, ſhould 
ever take up any Ideas, and Manners of Speech, from a Boo 
| like this, if it were not truly of a Fewiſh Origiral, and thence 
ſomewhat elder than Chriſtianity ; or indeed from any Books 
whatſoever written by Chriſtians. „ 5 
8 65. But it is plain there are ſeveral of the ſame Ideas, or 
Modes of Speech, in the Targums of Jonathan, and Ontelog, 
and of other Jewiſh Writings, as are found in this very Book; 
For Proof of which I ſhall only appeal to the Collections made 
already to my Hand by two Great Men in the Hebrew Litera- 
Dr. Kidder, and Dr. Alix; the one in his Demonſtration - 
of the Mefſiab againſt the Jews, the other in his Defence of "ths 
Catholick Dottrine of the Unity and Diſtinction in the Divine Nas 
ture, upon Jewiſh Notions and Principles ; the which alſo I take 
to be very conſonant with this our Book, if I underſtand it, 4 
in perfect Conformity with the ancient Synagogue, ag nk 
the Modern Fews and Fudaixers. Nothing can well be 25 net 
than this, to any one, who will be at the Pains but to farisfy 
himfelf from thoſe ancient Books; which were to be wiſhed 
And ſuch truly is the Agreement betwixt our Eſdras, and them, 
as to give the Detail of the Parallel Paſſages and Sentiments, 
would alone ſuffice to fill a Book. This is one Preſumption fog 
the Antiquity of our Anthor. „ e 
9 66. Another Preſumption for his Antiquity, is from the Old 
Latin Vulgate, or the Halict Verſion; this being perhaps the 
only entire Book which is preſerved to us of that moſt ancient 
Tranflation of the Bible, except the Book of Pſalms ; I mean 7 
to the Old Teſtament ; which is owing to the Neglect o 
S. Hieram, or his Contempt rather of this Book; when the 
Book of Tobit, becauſe found by him in the Chaldee, though 
rejected by the Jews, was yet thought worthy by him to ſpeak 
the common Language in the Church. And the ſame Obſerva- 
tion is to be made alſo concerning his Tranſlation of the Book 
pf Jugicp ; pf which Book there 1s Reaſon to doubt, whether it 
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was ever, extant in the common Vezſion of the Church, which 
was the Old 1talick, This Verſion is undoubtedly. of very great 
Authority; it is probably as ancient as the Apoſtolical Age it- 
f, and not much later than the Foundation of the'Church. 
f Rome 3 (4) it is believed by many to have been made by a 
Jiſcciple, or Diſciples of the Apoſtles, and ſome even go ſo 
ir as to think, it may have been done by the immediate Aſſi- 
ance of the Holy Ghoſt ; it was held in ſuch Veneration 
zropghout the whole Weſtern Church, as before S. Hierom and 
his Jews had laid their Heads together, there was not any At- 
tempt once made toward a new Tranſlation of the Bible; nor 
even for almoſt two hundred Years after his was made, could 


it prevail over the old one, till the Times were exceedingly 


N io Church. He was obliged to write Apologies for him 


a low Ebb. S. Auguſtin, by a Conſtitution, forbad it to 


gn and old and i Chriſtianity was grown to 
read in the Church where he preſided; and dehorted him 


7 bebore he had publiſhed it, to deſiſt from fuch his Undertaking, 


and to employ himſelf about what might be more edilyipg.th 
nd fo general was the Diſſatisfaction, that in ſome Places 
umults were raiſed on Account of it; and though it got 
Ground by Degrees, was never yet confirmed by any Church- 
E, either in any Synodical Determination, or ſo much as a 
pal Decree, before the Ouncil of Trent. Under the Ponti- 


Feat of Gregory the Great, we firſt find that they were both re- 


ived, and read, indifferently; but without — publick Act 
the Church. That good Pope, though he ſeems to ſhew an 
ination for S. Hierom, thought it hence adviſable to make 
ſe of both theſe Verſions in a of Scripture, This 


Bock therefore having not been tranſlated by that Father, but 


remaining to us in the Old Vulgate, cannot but be as old atleaſt, 
as the very Apoſtolical Age, or the Date of that Tranſlation. It 
was thought by ſome of the Ancients to have been made, not 


' without the Direction of S. Peter himſelf. And would that 


(.) Vid. Valton. Prolegom. 10. N. 1. & 5. Simon Hiſt, Critique 
de V. Tcft. Liv. II. Ch. 11. (5) Ruffin. Inve ct. thi? 


Apoſtle, ſaid (b) one (when this new Tranſlation appeared) 
po to impoſe upon the Church which he governed, by giving 
Per 2 Scripture wherein there were Falſhoods, if he had known 


o 


that the Truth had not been there, but with the Jens? Yea 


OD _— 
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ri *#he Second Book of ESDRAS. 61 : "Nj 
this very Latin Verſion, as being of Apoftolical Tradition and 
Catholick Authority, and as comprehending both the Old and 


1 em Teftament, we find alſo expreſſed by the Teſfaments dell- 


vered by the APOSTLES io the Church. Nor was Ruffuns 
herein ſingular : The whole Current of Antiquity is on that 
Side, and ſo exceeding great was their Reſpect for it, and for 
the „ Kown, whence it was taken, as they were afraid it was 
3 Temerity, and favouring of (a) Fudaiſm, to make ſo 
bold with what had been delivered to the Church by the At 
files themſelves, as that Learned Father appeared to them to have 
done. So very ſmall is the Loſs to this Book in not having had 
a ſecond Tranfſlation by the Hand of this great Scholar, who 
was not always conſtant to himſelf, and who was not ſup- 
| rnb by the leaſt Authority of the Church in what he dit 
herein; but rather on the contrary. Nor is it to be deſpiſed, 
that we have ſo much of the Old Vulgate preſerved at. this Day 
in the Books of the New Teſtament; which might quite have 
been loſt to us, had he followed the ſame Method here, as he 
had done in the Old Teſtament; the which is an ineſtimable 
Treaſure to the Church, by the Help whereof the Original 
Greek it ſelf may in many Places be cleared up, or ſet to rights. 
It is a cloſe literal Tranſlation of the Greei, even as this of 
Eſdras every where is, ſo as to make it oftentimes very bar- 
barous, and ſometimes perfectly unintelligible, without ſome 
Knowledge in the Helteniftical Dialect. A perfect Maſter of the 
Greel, and of that Dialect, would hence find it, I perſuade my- 
ſielf, not a very difficult Task, to reſtore by it great Part of 

the Greek, — to the Copy which Clemens Alexandrinus 
'Had. It is highly probable, that this Latin Verſion of, Eſdras 
was done by the moſt ancient of the Latin Fathers, which is Ter- 
tullian: As the Greek alſo muſt have been ſeen by the ancienteſt 

of the Gree} Fathers, as by their References to, and Citations 

of it, could be made appear from more Places than hitherto 
have been obſerved. 22 80 | 
9 67. Another ſtrong Preſumption for the Antiquity of this 
Book, is taken from its greateſt Enemy S. Hierom, and from 
that very Reaſon too which he gave in his Epiſtle to Domnian 

and Kogatian, which is extant before his Tranflation of the Two 


CE) 


_— 


— 


( Quis enim alius auderet ab APOSTOLIS tradita Ecclefie 
Iaſtrumenta temerare, niſi Fudaicus Spiritus? Ruff. W 1 
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Books of Ezra and Nebemiah, for his not undertaking the Trun- 

ation of it. For he doth not ſo much as pretend to any other 
Reaſon (ſetting Raillery aſide) for his Rejection of this and 
the 6ther Apoctyphal Book of Eſdrat, but becauſe they were 


others by hint tranſlated had been; while at the fame time ne- 
*vertheleſs he was ſenſible, that it might, and would, be objected 
to him, that theſe were found in the Tranſlation of the Sepru- 
nt. Now if S. Hierom himſelf could not deny that 

_ Two Apocryphal Books, how fabulous ſoever they might appear 
_ whim, and to his Fews, were both found in that which was 
called the Tranflation of the Seventy, and the 4 Kory), or the 
Communic and Vulgata; and if at this very Day one of theſe 
Books is ſtill preſerved to us entire in that Tranſlation, unleſs 
ie be rather an Original, and ſome ſinall Fragments alſo of the 
"other in ancient Eccleſiaſtical Writers; then it may be juſtly 


preſumed that neither of theſe Books could be written after the 
coming of Chrif, but muſt have been extant for ſome time 


Before. 


968. Another Preſumption for the fame is the Antiquity of 


the Book of the Prophecy of Enoch, and particularly of thoſe 


F 
are fonnded upon moſt ancient Tradition; but a Tradition not 
rightly underſtood. It was of ſuch Authority, though never 
made Canonical, as to be referr'd to even by an Apoſtle, and in 
2 Catholick Epiſtle for the perpetual Uſe of the Church: Ant 
of ſach Antiquity it was, as there is not that Evidence for any 
of the Apocryphal Books beſides; and yet there is no ſufficient 
| "Reaſon that I know, why the Prophecy of Eſarat may not be 
full as old as that of Exoch. This of Enoch is not only cited by 


S. Fule, neur about the Tĩme of the Deftruition of Feruſalem, 


but alſo an Interpretation of Moſes is borrowed from it by the 


very Ancient Targumiſt Jonathan; who is pretty generally al- 


Jowed to have been at leaſt as old, if not even conſiderably 
older. Tea there is little or no doubt, but the Apocryphal Book 
of Enoch, howfoever now ſlighted, was known in the Age of 
- Alexander Polyhiffor, about an Hundred Years before the Birth 
of Chriſt 3 who is cited by the great Euſebius, as making Enoch 
0 have been the Inventor of Aſfronomy, and 5 to 


have been the Alas of the Grecians, according to the Tradition 


of . inſtructed in the Science of the Heavenly 
Bodies by the Angel Uricl, who is called 0 el 0, dr 
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not admitted into the publick Canon of the Jews, as the two 


ments of it, which have been preſerved to this Day, and 
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ving been the firſt Maſter of that Science, And if it could be 
proved that the Book of Zohar were fo Ancient as fone pre- 


— 


” 
* 


Nor js this Ale ramer the firſt among the Greeks, to whom this 
Book of Enoch doth appear to be known. For before him EA. 


pulemus had the Knowledge of it, and probably had read it too : 


whence he is by him brought in for a Voucher of Exveh's ha- 


tend, there could be no Doubt not only of its being Ancientet 
than Chriſtianity, but even of having been written in Hebrew, 
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and of being a moſt Ancient Cabbaliſtical Book, if not the mo 


Ancient of all, privately tranſmitted down by the 1 nrg 
Doctors of the Fews, But howſoever that be, its great Anti- 
quity is undoubted, and the Authority of the Tradition where 

upon it is founded, is not only acknowledged by the moſt An- 


cient Chriftian Writers, but followed alſo by ſeveral of the 
Jeniſh Commentators and Paraphraſts. Now if the Book of 


Enoch hath ſuch Vouchers for its Antiquity, both Jewiſh, Pa- 
gan, and Chriſtian; and the Objections againſt it be no leſs ſtrong, 
chan againſt this Piece of Eſdras; then notwithſtanding the 
Objections made to it, this may well be preſumed, that the lat 


ter may be about as ancient as the former. But the Objecti- 


ons againſt the former are full as ſtrong, or even ſtronger than 


ny which are commonly brought againſt the latter, as it were 


very eaſy to ſhew by an Enumeration of Particulars. And 


therefore fo ou Antiquity being yielded to the Apocryphal 


Buch by able Criticks, after having ſearched narrowly into 
the Matter, it cannot fure be made unreaſonable to yield as much 


to the Apocryphal Eſdras, upon a due comparing of them both 
the ſame- 


together, and an Examination of their Pretenſions by 
Meaſure. But of this I may ſpeak elſewhere more fully. _. 

9 69. Another Pretenſion for the ſame, is the Antiquity of 
the Book of Tobit; this being a Book of the ſame Clafs with 
thoſe of Enoch and Eſdras, but more carefully kept by the Jews, 
"which at the Inſtance of ſome Catholick Biſhops, was thence in- 
terpreted out of the Chaldee by S. Hierom himſelf, as I have be- 
fore obſerved : And having alſo the ſame principal View in it, 
as every one may ſee, who will be at the Pains to compare t 


together. Which doubtleſs was to advance the Belief of Ange- 
lical Viſions and Communications with holy Men, according to 
received Jewiſh Notions: And to comfort the afflicted and per 
ſiecuted Fews with a Proſpect of the approaching Rain of their 


Ferſecutors, and their certain Deliverance ; together with a Pe- 
o ONT ſcription 


1 
: — Feruſaltm.b 


2 N 
2 


Teſta- 


ſy to know which hath been taken from the other, or 
ſed Saviour, admired by an Heathen Emperor, on which he ma- 
keth both the Lam and the Prophets to hang, can no where ſo ex- 
preſly be found as in this Apocryphal Piece. So that if the Ar- 
gument from Parallel Places do not hold againſt the Antiquity 
of Tobit, neither doth it againſt that of Eſdras, And if it be 
not againſt it, then it muſt be certainly for it. 
5 70. Again, another Preſumption in its Favour. is taken from 

the common Tradition of the Seventy Apocryphal Books of the 
Q Teftament ; of which Number, it is not in the leaſt impro- 
Þable that theſe laſt mentioned ones were three. By Books 
"Apacryphal, 1 ſuppoſe here to be meant not ſuch. as are plainly 
ſpurious, and of no manner of Authority; but only Books dabie 
fei, compared to thoſe Books which are certe fidei, or of un- 


ſeem to have been the ſame: And ſo they were taken by (c) 
S. Hierom more than once; though without the Authority of any 
Manuſcript, a certain (d) bold Critick hath thought conveni- 
ent to correct his Text, and to change one into the other. 
Theſe are by no means to be confounded with the Seventy Cab- 
_ baliftical ones attributed to Eſdras ; of which ſomething hath al- 


- i 


Ne n 


(s) Chap. Xiii. 14. to the End. And xiv. 5,—8. comp. Rev. 
Xxi. 10. to the End, and xxii 10. to the end, and xxii. 3,6, 
iv. v. 16. Conf. Matth, c. vii. 12. and Luke c. vi. 31. (e) Quem 
[Lib. Tobit] Hebræi de catalogo Divinarum Scripturarum ſecan- 
tes, 72 yo 4 22 manciparunt.. Prafat in Job. 
Apud Hebrzos liber ꝓudith inter Zagiographa legitur. Prafat in ui. 
() P. Simon Hiſtoire Crit. * 4h 1 9 : 9 | 
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doubted Authenticalnefs. The Hagiographa, and the Apocrypha 


hd af wm emo gg . e . ̃ͤ . ̃ ͤ˙uß— ̃ĩ . ] A ²˙  r e n 


O Quod ah alio oderis fieri tibi, vide ne tu alteri facias. Tob. cap. 


1 fl. 


Ww _ 7 


ready been ſaid ; but are ſuch as were read in the School of Hlew<* 
equal Authority with them: 


that the Apocryphal Books 
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Jews before the Times of the New Teſtament ; whence ſeveral ok 
them are cited both by Fews and Ancient Chriſtian Writers, the 
Apoſtles themſelves not excepted ; it may reaſonably be I | 
x - Eſdras, and efpecially this, "may 
ſtand as fair as the Books of Enoch, Tobit, and Fudith, to be of 
that Number: And ſo may vie for Antiquity with them, or 
with any of the reſt of the Seventy, whether periſhed or pre- 
ſerved. There is no Doubt to be made, but had the (a) Te- 
ſtament and 9275 uunption of Moſes, the (c) Revelation of Elia, 
or the (d) Aſcen ſon of Jſalas, with the (e) 75 of the 
Prophet Jeremias not been loſt; and there been alſo 
found in the Books of the New Teſfament, certain Parallel Pla- 
ces, which were no where elſe extant but in theſe Apocryphat 
Cor Apographal ) Pieces, either as Citations out of, or Alluſt- 
_ ny * — 1 * rae wares of the . _ de- 
ver y whom theſe very now periſhed were ſeen, 
there would be as great Objections raiſed by the Criticks Morey 
the Antiquity of „ as now there are againſt theſe 2 
phe Eſiras ; among which may poſſibly be even ſome of thoſe 
of Jeremias too, particularly in that which is the Fifth Book. 
\nd how eaſily might that which ought to be a principal Ar» 
ument for them, be turned againſt them by a dexterous Pen? 
Now what might be, I ſay would be; without all Criticks were 
Good- atur'd, and Lovers of Truth more than of Glory. No- 
ng ta the World is more eaſy, than to dreſs up what we do 
not like in a ridiculous Garb, eſpecially if it be out of the com- 
mon Road, and what we do not (or will not) underſtand : And 
to find, or to make Faults in an Author, either as Intereſt or 
Favour ſhall work. Thoſe Apocrypha, which I mentioned, are 
therefore loſt, becauſe they were neglected and deſpiſed : And 
ns re they were, becauſe of the Faults which were found (or 
e) in them, and of the Uſe which Hereticks made thereof. 
It would be very plauſible, were any of theſe extant at this 
Day, as Eſdras is, for me to ſay, that it is moſt abſurd to be: 


* 
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( atabixn Mort es. (b) *Avalanilis Moctus. (e) Ellæ Apoca- 


 lypfis. Hicrom. (d) *AvaCaTixdy *"Hoais, Epiph. (e) *Avoypaget 
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Writings, ſuch ales, and ſuch Dreams, : without: any Foun- 
dation in the true Canonical geriptures, ſuch plain Forgeries and 
Taventions of the Egyptian Magick and or of Eat⸗ 
tles in the Air betwixt Spirits fighti for à dead Body, and 
"the ike; And that needs have been writ-. 
tem after all the Books dof the New Tela; 
Aus Lowole that the Authors could not but be well! 
ted, notwithſtanding any higher and ancienter Pretenſiona, or 
the Coftom and Tradition of the Alexanirian or | Helleniſtical 
An. And for Demonſtration hereof, it might berſhewn, wich 
a very little critical Dexterity, how id Pa read 8 New Teſta- 
mem, they took care to infert thence ſuch 4282 be 


— 


| i 


t me the — 011 Hierom, or er of any hang 
Qrto t why the Apoſtles and eliſta, — — full of 

the Holy GhoÞd, might make-ufe of ſuch. 

without the/leaft Danger; or to: demonſtrate that —— 

ny Examples andCitations' t by the ſaid Apoſtles. and E. 


where to be met with in the Canoni es, are 
found in ſome of theſe Apocrypha, and muſt be evidently taken 
thence:: For I would not — off with ſuck Allegations; 
and would jinſiſt, did you even ſnew me the very Places, and 
lay before me the Canceſhons too of ſome of the bittereſt Ene · 
mies to all Books of that kind, that theſe Apocryphal Writers 
Had ſurely taken from the Apoſlles, and not. the 3 from 
them. And hardly would it be poſſible to give an Evidence to 
the contrary, were the Texts ever fo plain, if this were ſtrenu- 
ouſly inſiſted upon: Yea ſo much the plainer the Texts were; ſo 
much the 3 would the Suſpicion be of Forgery in the Caſe. 
I dare appeal to you, whether you do not think it would be in- 
deed fo. 2 there be ever ſo many Parallel Places, or Ab 
Juſions brought, there is no end of Critical Suſpicion,” For were 
there Teſtimonies heaped together out of all = Greek and Latin 
Fathers for ſuch Books, and for Citations out of them by-the 
Writers of the New Teftament ; I may ſay, it is poſſible indeed, 
there were once ſuch Books in being, but theſe are not they ; 
And that thoſe which were cited by the Apoſtles and * 


——— 
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with which we 


wangeliſts, and inſerted into the New pk but yet are no 
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after this Manner it might be'eaſy enough to get rid of” any 7 
thoſe ancient Books, were they fill in being. No Wondet tfien 
Nit fare with Eſdr no better, yea were he even the "tha 
Hara, anil the Synagogue had done with him, as they ha Lo ne 
Mind to have _ with Daniel,” arid with another Pro 
No Matter though it be genera Ty agreed by the Ancients, "That — 
S8 Hau was Learned in 411 the Learning of the oh, And 15 ä 
more chan a little converfant in ſuch for? of Books as theſe : 
mat S. a ach a manifeſt Alluſion to the Book of Pack 
as well as 8. Jude; and to the Apocryphal Books or Tradit 
Neither wor Favail to urge, that £ Aſſumption of Male. os 
the Revelation of Elias, or the Aſcenſion of Tae, are as. Gaze 
cited in the Nm Teſfament, as any of the old are, by.com ing 
mem together as the Ancients did who had theſe Books 1.01 2 
contend that the Apoeryphal Book of Jeremias was 7 7 
wit before Chriſt, as having been cited by the Com ape er of "ibs 
Second Book of Matte, - And probably all the reſt as, well 
that. Now as to Eſlras, and to all thoſe Books in ee whi 
were of dubious Credit, it is plain enough that they were "not. 
; committed to the Vulgar to be read by them, but were laid vr " 
dier the Uſe of che Learned, and of choſe who had their Senſe es 1 
. exerciſed'; whence in Latin they were called Recondia, as in the 
| _ Gree "ATbxpugiz : : And were thereby diftinguiſh'd fiom thoſe of 
widoubted Credit, which were delivered indifferently to all. Some 
fay moreover, that there was a Cheſt in the Temple” wherein 
they'were kept; and that hence they took their Name of: ht 
Sr yphal, or idden, Some of them were held of much greater 
uthority than other; though none of the Jewiſh Books after 
e Reign of Artaxerxes, could be admitted into the Number 
of the undonbted Divine Books, que 73 wit ve at Thy Tay 
4 ven, A αEανν⁰G¾had xv, as the (a) Jewiſh Hiſtorian and A- 
ologiſt, who was no Stranger to ſome of them, hath given the 
eaſon, becauſe there was not remaining in thoſe Times ap e- 
aft Succeſſion of Prophets, as formerly, to try and judge which 
ought to be received for ſuch, and which rejected; neither any 
Prieſt who could fand up by Urim, and anſwer. So that as 
they were not received, ſo neither were they rejected. Yea ſome 
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tion is made by ix hg: in the Third Book of his Commenta- 
_ ries upon the Epheſians, on Occaſion of hy Apoſtles Citation 
from the Apocryphal Elias, as is ſuppoſed, Chap. v. 14- but for 
certain from no Prophet now extant. And that the ſame Apo- 
Me Ga O in other Places of his Writings, he maketh no Man- 
ner of Queſtion, but looketh on it as manifeſt to all. And in 
another of his (4) Commentaries, he cannot deny but wn} 
S. Paul did take many things from thoſe Secret and Apocryp 
Pieces: And herein hea —h with Origen alſo, Tooling 0 
with him to the reſt of the Apts and the n 
From what he hath (b) tranſlated of him may evidently appear. 
Now, that theſe two Learned Fathers had herein Large, to our 
Eſdras, or to theſe Apo Pograp aphe of his, though not expreſly named, 
as to one of theſe Prophets out of the Canon; I confeſs I can- 
not tell how to be after having made a Table for myſelf, un- 
der diſtinct Heads, of all the Parallel Places of the New Tefta-- 
ment with this Bock, by me obſerved, and having diligently 
compared them E each other vice verſa, and alſo with Cita- 
tions from — 2 phal Prophets, as well as with thoſe 
within the Canon. I have remarked in my Reading even an 
Hundred and more ſuch Concordant Paſſages; many of which I 
take to be conſiderable enough, ſeveral of them never, that I 
know, before taken Notice of by any, and not a few of theſe ſo 
very plain and expreſs, as it is utterly unconceivable that this 
could otherwiſe be, than either by a Copy of the NewTeftament, 
as completed in the preſent Canon, being ſeen and read by 
| the Writer of this Book, or by the Writers of the New Teſta- 
ment, having had a Copy of this yery Book by them, as they 
doubtleſs had of other Secret and 3 . And 
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| whereas it was commonly believed by the oder ok 
| the Church, as well as by the beſt Modern Criticks, that he 
| Writers of the New Teſfament have in many Places made Citl- 
tions of, and References to certain Apocryphal Pieces, ſome ex- 
nt, and others ſuppoſed not to be extant at this Day; there 
is no Improbability in holding, that if there be nothing con- 
tained in this Book which doth reſtrict it to the Times after the 
| Goſpel, or even till after the finiſhing of the Books of the N 
Teſtament, and that there are as favourable 1 for 
its greater Antiquity, as there are or can be brought for that of 
certdin other Apocryphal Books, which are not diſputed to belong 
to the Times of the Old Teſtament I fay, if this appear, there 
is no Improbability in the ſuppoſing, that the Apocryphal Eſaras, 
as well as the Apoeryphal Enoch, might come to be cited and 
85 ed to occaſionally, by the holy Penmen of the Nen Te. 
'Fament. But moreover it were alſo not difficult to. ſhew, by 
another Table of Texts, extracted from this Book alone, what 
little Probability there is, that the Author could have been 
acquainted with any of the Writings of the Apoſtles, as it plain- 
ly appeareth that he was with thoſe of the Hebrew Prophets. 
Indeed 1 cannot ſee, for Inſtance, how he could have read the 
Revelation of S. Fohn, (which is ſuppoſed to be the very Book 
that he hath the moſt ſtolen from, and in which for certain 
there are no ſmall Number of Parallel Paſſages ; I having ob- 
ſerved no fewer than ) then to write as he doth of the 
| Perſon of the Meſſiah, or of his Church and Kingdom, or of the 
then State of the Infidel World; — every one of which 
he probably would — have expreſie him elf, had he 
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more true, being atteſted to by all Travellers in thoſe Parts. 
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3 50 mg vii. 5 Or N hy Womb, and 1 No forth a Son, 


the SAVIOUR - 2 ſhalt call bis 


ame Hs 
Luke, i. 31. 


2, ToFeſepb. 
ns VB. The Name of JESUS She ſhall bring forth 4 So 


is wanting in the Arabick Para- and thou ſhalt all his. "News 
F bat wat certainly i inthe * Mar. i. 21. 4 
ancient Copies, as particularly : The Evangelifts, 


in the Latin Verſion, even in Hi: Name was called | 

the Time of St. Ambroſe, which JESUS, which was ſo named of 

muas about 700 Years older than the Angel before he was conceived, 
43 * 1899285 n. ä Luke it. 21. (4 ) 


2. He called hi: "Neve 
JESUS, Mat. i. *. 
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N. 50. My Son Not. be re- 
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Se Can 1 upon Earth ſee 
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SON, xiv. Hf. 
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and ſaid unto me, It is the Son of 
ave confeſſed in 


1 . ii. 47. 


5 n every one of 
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Nevertheleſs one of 
them al. %% namely, Noah 
* Howſhold, iii. 11. | 

N. 55. He is patient, and | " 
Gen theſe that have inne 
vii 
BE - - 56. 1 1 will remember their 
Pi and Salvation, and 


the Reward "which they ſoel 8 
W 39. 


7. I was not bis Will that 
75 8; come to nought, viii. 


8. There be many more of 
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xvi. 16. e 
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8. PETER 


3 Simon peter 1985 E 
and ſaid, Thou art CHRIST, 
the Son of the living, God, 1 — 
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Crown of Glory 5 | P et. v. 4 

The Lon 25 ering of Ged 
waited in the 9 of Noah, 
1 Pet. iii. 20. 
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et. iii. 1 
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who, without Reſpett of Per- 
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journing here in Fear, 1 Pet. i. 


Nun willing that any ſhould 
periſh, 2 Pet. iii. 9. 


And if the 40 U carcel 


be ſaved, where ſhall the Ungodly 


and the Sinner appear? 1 Pet. iv. 
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referr'd to in the Cloſe of the Diſſertation. 
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1 Cor. xv. 42. 


16. John vi. 69. 


Acts ii. 22. iii. 13. 


iv. 10. v. 31. 


Rom. v. 12. 


Lule xvii. 27. 


Rom. ix. 


Cant. ii. 1. Mat. 


vi. 28. 
Mat. iii. 16. X. 26. 


John i. 29, 1 Cor. 
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Rev. i. 15. 

Mat. x. 25. 
Mat. vii. 14. Luke 
XU. 24. 


—ʒ— — — — — 


8 


48. 
2 


58. 
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Mat. xxiv. 30. Mar. 
xiii. 26. 

Kom. v. 12, 18. 
Mat. xxv. 42. Joh. 


V. 29. ; * 


Rev. ii. iii. 21. 
i Pet. i. 7, 8. 
Rom.” ii. 4. Ack. 


xvii. 30. 


2 Pet. iii. 15. 
I Tim. vi. 16. 
Job i. 11. | 

0172 Rvii. 17. 
Mat. xvi. 27. 
Rom. ii. 6. 
2 Cor. v. 10. 
1 Fohn i. 18. 
1 Pet. i. 17. 
Mat. xiii. 4 - XX. 
16. Xxii. 14. 
Mar k iv. 3 — 20. 
Rev. ii, hi. 26 
Rev, XXI. — 2 
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"2 25, Mat. vii. 13. 15. Mat: xxiv. 7. 
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| | "Mk 1 i. 10, x. 14. and xyli. 3. 47. Heb. x. 34. 
iii. 10. Epheſ. vi. 17. 55 Luke x. 15: 
nel i. 1 8. „ yo: xiv. 7. 
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| 1 Pet, i. A be - Har. v. 4 Bana. Ep. Cap. 
34 Mat. xxiv. 32. | 12. 
35. Kev, xiv. 1. ii. 16. Clem. 1 Cr. 150. 
37. Jude 16. v. 35. Clem. Alex. 3. 
38. 2 7Theſ.i. 5. Strom. 9. 468. 
Av. 13. 1 Theſſ. v. * Hr mas, trenens, &c. 
14. Epheſ. iv. 12. Col. e 
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17. Mat. xxiv. 7. 6: SP. 
16. 1 John ii. 18. . 
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I. — which I make theſe following Obſervations, 9iz. 
1. That there is not above a Place or two in all the "Evan- 


gelifts, which can be ſo much as pretended to be taken from 


1 other Apocryphal Book of. the Old Sores but this. 


to by the Apoſtles, and it may be greater. And 


Mael ſhould be muraculouſly 


2. That there are not very many Places in all the Apoftolical 
Writings, which can refer to any of theſe beſides; One to the 
Book of Enoch, One to the Aſſumption of ſes, and a Third 
and Fourth to --—— e 
3. That there are in the Evangeliſts alone no fewer than half 
a Hundred Places which may referr to this Book only. _ 

4. That there may be in the Ne and Revelations near as 
many, tho generally not quite | 14 


0 clear. „„ 
5. That of theſe Parallel Paſſages, ſome are as full and plain 
as any that are cited in the whole New Teſtament, and more 
alſo in Number than thoſe that are taken from any Canonical 
Book in the Jewiſh Code, except the Pſalms” © 


6. That no Evidence can be produced beyond Suſpicion, for 


_ theſe Paſſages being derived from the Apoſtles and Evangelifts, 


and not from ſome ancient Apographe written before the Goſ- 
pel, or not from the Writer or Collector of theſe Revelati- 


ons, under the Name of Eſdras ; for which there is certainly at 


* 


Jeaft equal Authority as for any of the Apocryphal Books referr d 
7. That the Ancients, who had undoubtedly many of this ſort 
of Books by them, and who could ſhew the Places therein 


which give Light to the Apoftolical Wings would never have 


pretended that there was a conſiderable Number of theſe Paſſa- 
ges in the New Teſtament, had not the Apocryphal Eſdras been 


numbred with them. 


Another Preſumption — „ 
That in all what particularly relates to the Maſſiah, there 
is nothing found but what is conformable enough to the Fewiſh 
Notions, and to their Interpretations of the undoubtedly in- 
ſpired Prophets, except a ſingle Text in Daniel: And ſomething 
which can hardly be ſuppoſed to have been written by a Chriſti- 


an, or by any one after the Manifeſtation of the Goſpel. 


As that he ſhould be called the Son of God, and ſhould be the 
Saviour of his People IJſrael, and reſtore the Kingdom as in the 
beginning to Zion, and ſhould raiſe up Prophets and Princes 
to them as of Old, and that not only the Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets ſhould be raiſed by him to ſtand in their Lots ſeverally, 
as Leaders under him, but alſo that a great Multitude beſides 
ſhould be crowned by him in the Reſurre&ion ; that not only 
the Diſpers'd of Judah and Benjamin, but the loft Tribes of 

rel w.. OO 
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| © Herein indeed he differeth from the Modern Jens, that Aeſ- 


fas was to be cut off by Death ; bur then that is ſo obſcurelyex- 
2 Mankind were to die together with him at the 


preſſed, as if all | 
lame time, and the Judgment thereupon to enſue with the end 
of the World; which no Impoſtor could be ſo abſurd as to 
write after the Death of Chriſt. And as for the Name Jeſu: 

that is not found in the Arabick Copy; and ſo may very well 


pak, I think, for an Interpolation, or a Gloſs crept into the 


ext; However, if it were originally in the Text, it will not 
appear more ſtrange that the Name of Saviour of the World ſhould 
by the Spirit of Prophecy, in ſome one or other, be foretold a 
conſiderable Time before his Birth, than that the Name of a 
G 


and nothing of Moment to the contrary can be objected. It 


might be in that Copy from which the old Latin Tranſlation 


was made ; and it 2 45 be miſſing in that from which tlie 
Arabick was made. So that nothing can hence be concluded. 
The Prophecies hereof not miſtaken : The Lion chaſed out 


of the Wood, not Chriſt, as the Arabick Interpreter ſuppoſes. 


nt a certain Prince, who after he ſhall be chaſed and hunt- 
ed by the Power of the mighty Oppreſſor, C the Roman Eagle] 
Mall be made an Inſtrument of God's Judgments on the E 
Another Preſumption, from the Notion of Ezra's being a 
Prophet. 1 5 
=_ - 3 4 
It is ſufficient only to obſerve, that if theſe Places do really 
allude to the Second Book of Eſdras, they will prove that this 
Bock was written before our Saviour's Time, and e ur. 
is Authentick, as predicting ſeveral Events which were fulfilled 
in the Time of our Saviour, and in the firſt Ages of Chriſtia- 


nity. | ME. | 
Now the Anſwer to this Argument is obvious enough, name- 
Ty, Granting that theſe Words and Expreſſions in one of theſe 
Places allude to thoſe in the other, yet nothing appena.ee the 
contrary, but that the Author of this Second Book of Eſdras 


might allude to the Expreſſions in the New Teſtament, rather 

than thoſe in the New Teſtament allude to him. Nay there 
ſeem to be ſeveral probable Arguments, which might not only 
Prove the Poſlibility'of this, but perſuade us of the Truth of 
85 8 it. 


b, or of a Gr, ſhould be ſo long before predicted. The 
eat S. Ambroſe was clearly of this Opinion, that it was ſo; 
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the Second Book of ES DR AS. 85 
it. And ſuch Arguments do all thoſe Places in Eſdras ſeem to 
afford, which contain Expreſſions that are not coherent with 
the Context, but as it were forced in, only becauſe Expreſſions 
parallel to them, are found in the New Teſtament. The Inſtan- 
ces of ſuch Expreſſions in Eſdras are very many; from which 1 
ſhall ſelect ſome few, and propoſe them to your Conſiderations 
G.) 2 Eſdras ii. 13. There are ſeveral of our bleſſed Saviours 
Sayings ſpoken by him at different Times, and upon different 
Occaſions, crowded here together into one Verſe, where the Oc- 
caſion of their being mentioned does by no means appear. The 
Words are, Go and ye ſhall receive: Pray for few Days unto you, 
that they may be ſbortnud; the Kingdom is already prepared for 
Jour Watch, (2.) So likewiſe in the beginning of the fifth 
Chapter, many different Expreſſions of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
are collected together, ver. I, 2. Again, becauſe it is written in 
the Revelation of S. John, that under the Third and Fourth Trum 

pet, a Star ſhould fall from Heaven, and the Third Part of the 
Sun and Moon ſhould be ſmitten, Rev. viii. 10, 12. Therefore the 
Author of this, both in the fourth Verſe of this fifth Chapter, 
does make Mention of the Third Trumpet (taking no Notice of 
any of the reſt ) and of the Sun ſhining in the Night, and the Moon 
thrice in the Day. This Place produces ſeveral ſuch Inſtances, 
and particularly the Ninth and Fenth Verſes: (3.) In many Pla- 
ces of this Book, particularly in the Eighth Chapter, are ſeveral - 
Expreſſions conformable to the Doctrines taught, and Queſtions 
Rarted at the Preaching of the Goſpel, as Ch. viii. 32, 33, 362 
ix. 7: So again, Chap: xiii: 23: Such Expreſſions as theſe do 

lainly referr to the Epiſtles of the New Teſtament, where theſe 
Dockrines are explained at large. (4) To mention no more, 
we have in this Book an Account of the Eternity of Hell. Torments, 
in that the Wicked ſhall not be annihilated ; and alſo of their 
being tormented with Thirſt and Pain, Ch: viii: 59. So then 
think it appears to a good Degree of Evidence, that this Au- 
thor rather borrowed from the New Teſtament, than the New 
Teſtament from him: WE 3 1 
But what then ſhall we ſay to that Paſſage which our bleſſed 
Saviour quotes from the Book of Scrivture, and which ſeems 
to be taken from this Second Book of Eſdras? ſince in the firſt 
Chapter of this Book there is a Place very like to that which 
our Saviour quotes; whereas we ſhall in vain look for any thing 
like it in any Books of the Old Teſtament. Our Saviour's 
Words are thoſe of Luke xi. 4951, 80 far the Quotation 
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A DisszxrIrisnH totem, g 
1. 33. From whence ſome Learned Men are ready to concludeg 
that our bleſſed Saviour quoted this Paſſage of the Second Book 
of Eſdras for Scripture. | And therefore this Book was not on- 
I extant before our Saviour s Time, but was alſo of Divine 


r 
Now in Anſwer to this Argument, I aſſert, that our bleſſed Sa- 


viour did not quote this Paſſage. from the Second Book of Eſdras; 


which I ſhall endeavour to prove from the following Reaſons, 


wiz. (I.) Becauſe our Saviour's Quotation is not entirely to 
be found in Eſdras ; ſo far from that, that the greateſt Part of 


| It. is not there; as is evident from a bare Compariſon of the 


Words in both Places, as they were juſt now recited, (2.) As 
to thoſe Words which referr to the fame thing in both Places; 
there are Marks ſufficient to ſhew that they alſo were not quoted 


from Eſdras, but from ſome other Author. For firſt, the Words 


in Eſdras are an Hiſtorical Account of what was done in the 
Time then paſt: I ſent unto you my Servants the Prophets, &c. 
But thoſe quoted by our Saviour are Prophetical of what was 0 
come, viz. 1 ee them Prophets and Apoſtles, &c: Secondly, 
The Words in Eſdras are ſpoken to the Jews in the Second Per- 
ſon: I ſent anto you, &c. But now thoſe quoted by Chriſt are 


- ſpoken in the Third Perſon: I will ſend unto them, &c: Thirdly, 


e Perſons ſent are not expreſs d intirely after the fame Manner; 


| For in Eſdras they are my Servants the Prophets : But in S. Luke, 


they are Prophets and Apoſtles. Fourthly, Thoſe of whom the 
Blood of the Prophets was to be required, are different. For 
in Eſdras, they are the then preſent Generation of Men, whoſe 
Blood 1 will require of your Hands : But in S. Lake, they are the 
Jews of our Saviour's Time: That the Blood of all the Prophets 
#49 be required of this Generation. Fg 34 
But now it will be ask'd, if our Saviour had not this Paſſage 
from the Second Book of Eſdras, from whence then did he 
quote it? I anſwer, from ſome ancient Prophecy of the .Fews, 
which now is not extant; For that ſeveral ancient Prophetical 
Books of ears now loft, is too plain to be denied: Be- 
cauſe, (I.) Several ſuch are mentioned in the Old Teſtament 
as then extant, which yet are not now to be found; as the Book 
of Nathan the Prophet, the Prophecy of Abijab the Shilonite, 
and the Viſions of Iddo the Seer, 2 Chron. ix. 29, (2.): Becauſe 
there are ſeveral Quotations of Sriptare in the New Teſtament, 
which are not to be found in the Books of the Old Teſtament 
wp: | * | DN 
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How extant; and therefore the Books they were taken from are 
tow loft. As for Inſtance, that Prophecy of our Saviour quo- 
ted by S. Matthew ii: 23. and the Paſſage quoted by S. Paul, 
- Epheſ., v. 5 as alſo the Account of Jannes and Jambres.with- 
ſtanding Moſes, 2 Tim. iii. 8. and farther, the Words of Moſes 
upon the terrible Appearance of God on Mount Sinai, Heb. xii, 
21. And again, the Paſſage quoted by S. James, Ch. iv. ver. 
Several other Inſtances might. be brought; but theſe are 2 
tient, And if I may offer a Conjecture about the Time when 
that Prophecy was written, from whom our Saviour quoted the 
aforefaid Words in S. Lale, I ſhould think it was about the Reign 
of Joh, King of udah; by whoſe Command Zechariah the Prieſt 
was ſlain in the Court of the Temple, for reproving the King 
for his Idolatry, 2 Chron. xxiv. 20, 21. And hence it comes to 
pub, that the Fiftieth Verſe of this Place of S. Luke (of the 
Blood of all the Prophets, &c.) namely, until the Time when this 
Prophecy was written, is equivalent to that other Expreſſion i 
the ſollowing Verſe ; becauſe this Zechariah was flain but 4 
very little Time before this Prophecy may be ſuppoſed to be 
_ written. Again, the Words in S. Luke, that the Blood of all. 
the Prophets, &c. ſeem to be equivalent with Zechariab's Impre- 
cation at his Death, 2 Chron. xxiv. 22. And if we enquire 
Which of the Prophets, whoſe Works are extant in the Old 
Teſtament, lived about that Time, we may learn, 2 Kings xiv. 
5. that a Prophecy of the Prophet Jonah was fulfilled in the 
eign of Feroboam II. King of 1ſrael; which was cotemporary 
to the Reign of the immediate Succeſſor of the King who flew 
Zechariah the Prieſt in the Court of the Temple. And there- 
_ fore it is poſſible that this Prophecy, which our Saviour quotes, 
might be written by the Prophet Jonah, in ſome Book of his 
which is now loſt, „„ ne On 
VI. Now obſerve well, the Queſtion is not here, whether 
this Book was written by the holy Man to whom it is expreſly 
attributed, or whether it be as ancient even as Exra: But whe- 
ther it be more ancient than Chriſt, and were written by a Per- 
fon of a Prophetick Genius, or one verſed in the Prophetick Li- 
terature, and the Sacred Theology and Philoſophy of the Oriental 
Nations, but eſpecially of the Jews. For if it be but ever ſo 
little ancienter than Chriſtianity, it is certainly a Monument of 
that Value which nothing can purchaſe, Nevertheleſs I cannot 
but take Notice, that there is a certain Fate unaccountable which 
attends ſome Authors and 3 ; and that ſeveral of mo | 
e a FR Argu- 
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fer of this Apocryphal Book, may with the ſame Evidence 
be urged againſt Virgil being allowed to be the Author of the 
Four 3 2 which bears his Name, and is generally por 
| tended to be genuine. I ſay there may Suſpicions be found no 
leſs againſt the Fourth Eclogue of Virgil, than againſt the Fourth 
Book of Eſdras : And a Jew, of a Heathen, may plead that it is 
only a. mere Forgery of ſome Fudaixing Chriſtian, under the 
Name of Virgil; who, the better to cover the Cheat, thought 
fit to apply his Prophetick Enthuſiaſms in a Manner the leaſt of 
all ſuſpected, and as was proper enough for Virgil to have 
done, 2 VVV " 
VII. A Reaſon why the Author of this Book muſt have been 
later than the Writing of the Apocalypſe, and muſt neceſſarily 
have ſeen and read it, may be brought from the plain Alluſion 
which here ſeems to be to the Sounding of the Third Trumpet 
[ 2 Efarasv. 4. compared with Rev. viii. 10. ] This is by ſome 
. accounted 23 than a Demonſtration that S. John muſt have 
firſt. written the Revelation, and given therein an Account of the 
Seven Angels, with their Seven Trumpets, before ever this pre- 
tended Eſdras could have taken ſo particular Notice of the 
Third of them, or have dreſſed up his Dreams ſo as they now 
But againſt this it may be objected, what the very Learned 
Biſhop of Morcefer hath obſerved in his moſt accurate Account 
of the Hiſtory of the Goſpels, that the Day being divided into 
Four equal Parts, or great Hours among the Fews, each of theſe 
was introduced by the Sound of Trumpets : And accordingly the 
Trumpet was to give Notice of the firſf Hour of the Day, or 
Sun-Rifing ; the ſecond Trumper of the third Hur, or the Morn- 
ing Sacrifice about our Nine of the Clock; and the third Trumpet 
of the nb Hour, or our Noon. So that aſter the third Trum- 
pet may mean, either after that the Trumpet ſhall] have made an 
end, to give Notice of the Entrance of the third Quarter of the 
Day, or elſe after that this third Quarter ſnall be finiſhed ; that 
15 Juſt before the Time of the 75 Sacrifice, or our Three 
1 the Afternoon, when the Fourth Watcher ſhall prepare to 
ſound his Trumpet. If the firſt be the Meaning, then it "ſung 


that no more can be here intended, than that both the Judg- 
ments and Mercies of God ſhould come upon the World in a 
moſt ſurpriſing Manner, at a Time when, and through Perſons 
— — 4 8 13 2 8 8 "34 9 ; e whom 
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| whom they that dwell upon the Earth ſhould have the leaſt Ex- 


"4 
n 


ectation of: Or that when they ſay, Peace, Peace, then ſhould 
Fadden Deſtruction overtake the Wicked, as in the Days of 


* . - 


Noah, Loi, &c. If the Second be the Meaning, then it is as 
plain, that hereby is only intended, that thoſe ſtrange things 
there mentioned ſhould not come to paſs but toward the Evening 
of the World, as anſwering to the beginning of the daily Even- 
ing Sacrifice. Whether it be either of theſe, or whether it be 
rather an Alluſion to the third Watch of the Night, beginning at 
Midnight, and ending at Three in the Morning ; to which there 
are Prophecies in the Goſpel concerning the aft Times that ma- 
nifeſtly allude; and to which alſo is not diſagreeable that which 
hereupon immediately followeth of the Sun's ſuddenly ſhining 
again in the Night; the Enquiry is not fo material as to inſt 
on: It is ſufficient to ſhew that the Author of this Book, who- 
dever he was, might, without having ever ſo much as heard of 


y Practice of the Jews while their Temple was ſtandi 


the Angel: in the Revelation, and their Trumpets, only from 


the dai 


have made mention of the third Trampet ina Metaphorical Senf 


ſo as ſhould ſuit with his Purpoſe, and correſpond with the o- 
ther Schemes and Allegories made uſe of by him; and that alſo 


even in the Time of the True Exra, this Phraſe might have 


been taken up by him or any other, and thus adapted without 
the leaſt Impropriety. But moreover it is more than probable, 
that if this Author had ever read what is written by S. John 
concerning the third Trumpet, Rev. viii. 10, 11. he would never 
have pitch d upon that for the Date of the laſt Plagues, which 


is only remarkable for the Fall of a certain Sar; but would ra- 


ther have choſen for it the Seventh Trumpet. Now the Fulfil- 
ling of the Third Trumpet in S. John, is by the beſt Intepreters 
applied to Auguſtulus; whoſe (a) Fall from the Imperial Dignity, 
A. D. 476, is aptly repreſented by the Fall of a Star from Hea- 
ven, according to the like Alluſion, Ha. xiv. 12. whence the 
pretended Eſdras muſt be ſuppoſed ro have lived under the Se- 
cond Trumpet; that is, ſo late as about the Fourth Century; and 
to have ſtudied well the Apocalypſe, and thence to have framed his 
Predictions, and adjuſted them either to what was already paſt, 
or what might ſome time or other come to paſs. But this can 


by no means be allowed, ſo long as there are yet extant un- 


—_— 


( Annotations on the Revelation, by Mr. Wale, p. 130+ 
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DisskKTAT ION comming. . 
doubted Citations from him of greater Antiquity s And be- 
Hides, it muſt be confeſſed yaw 2 that he ſhould take no 
notice at all of any of the reſt of the Trumpett, which are re- 
e followed brig ſuch 1 Events; or that 

e ſhould bring an Angel upon the Stage fo very ignorant, as 
this doth foppaſe, of what he or any 1 might moſt eaſily have 
been better inſtructed in. This would feem too groſs. . 
But if this be not ſufficient Satisfaction to any, that this Al- 
Tufion in Eſdras might very well be to the Watches or Hows a- 
mong the Jews, no Matter 17 ts Night or by Day ; I have 
this yet farther to add, that by the Third Trumpet in his firſt Vi- 
Hon, we may not unfitly underſtand the End of the Signs there 
ſpecified, whether theſe be generally or particularly applied, aa 
Telating to the whole Earth, or any Part of it. For the Man- 

ner of the ꝓeniſh Prieſts blowing with their Trumpets, as we 
Heat from the Talmudical Doctors, was to break always the A- 


arm into three diflin& Parts or Sounds. The firſt Diviſion was 
'n long plain Blaſt, which they called Teloah; the ſecond, a Blaſt 
with Breathings and Quaverings, ſuch as Taratantara, which they 
called Teroab ; and the third, another long, yu Blaſt, called as 
the firſt, the Beginning here finding the 2 Whence Doctor 
(4) Li befor hath obſerved, that the Prieſts did never blow but 
theſe three Blaſts went together: And that hereupon theſe three 
_ Yeveral Soundings are by ſome of the Talmudiſts held for but 

one Sounding; but by others of them, for three diſtinct ones. 
Fo that the plain Meaning will then be, when the Trumpet ſhall 
Have made an end of Sounding, as having ſounded then three 
Times, or when theſe Signs which are to alarm the Nations 
ſhall be accompliſhed, and the laſt Signal given, then whoſoever 
Mall live in that Time, ſhall fee all that to be fulfilled which is 
here predicted. And I do not ſee but this Meaning is very. eaſy 
and natural: And fo it can be no warrantable Objection againſt 
the Antiquity of this Book, that therein Mention is made of the 
Third Trumpet, but rather on the contrary. rn, e 
And yet would this Argument hold ever ſo good, according 
tothe preſent Reading of the Latin Copies, for this Book being 
ol a poſterior Date to the Revelation of S. John; this, Sir, is en- 
tirely removed in your New Verſion from the Arabick, It is 


* 


— 


(4) The Temple-Service, as it ftood in the Days of our Saviour, 


&cleribed by Fobn Light/oor, p. 54+ e. 7. 9 . 
+ poſſible 


poſſible however, there might be ſome Interpolations in the Ea 
tin Tranſlation which is come down to us, after that S. 70h 


| Revelation came to be publickly acknowledged in the Church: 


And fo this might be one of them, without at all impeaching 


_ thence the Antiquity of the Book itſelf, for the fake of ſuch 


particular Phraſe made uſe of by the Tranſlator. Nevertheleſs, 
to . 5am this here, I do not ſee the leaſt Neceſſity. All is plain 
according to the Interpretation before given; at leaſt as plain 
as many Paſſages in the Pentateuch of Moſes, which have been 


3 againſt by ſome bold Criticks for a like Reaſon pre- 
tended 


: And the Arabick Paraphraſt doth appear to have under- 
ſtood this Place perfectly well. | LLYF. On 


VIII. Some have ſuſpected the Author of this Book, called 


the Shepherd of Hermas, to have been the Forger of this Book 
under the Name of Eſdras. They are both only extant in La. 
tin, and were both certainly written in Greet; at leaſt the old 


Latin Verſions of them which we have, could be made from no 


other Language. S. Hierom ſays, that the Book of Hermas, this 


Verſion notwithſtanding, was hardly ſo much as known in 


the Latin Church; yet was it fo highly eſteemed by the Greek 
Chriſtians, as to be read with the Scriptures in their publick Aſ- 
ſemblies, and to be delivered to the Catechumens and Candi- 
dates for Baptiſm : And this of Eſdras was accounted A him a 
Book of ſo very little Credit, as he did not think it at all worth 
his Pains to give the Latin Church a new Tranſlation of it; yet 
was it alſo much eſteemed by the ancient Fathers of the Greek 
Church, who received Hermas, as to be held by them of Sa- 
cred Authority, and to be even cited as a Prophetical Book 
of the Old Teftameent. And hence they conjecture, that it muff 


have been the very ſame Impoſtor that played upon the Credu- 


lity of theſe good Fathers, ſo as to introduce into the Church 
two new Prophetical Books; the one of the Old, the other of 
the New Teſtament, under the venerable Names of Eſdras and 
Hermas. And to confirm the Truth of this Suggeſtion, there 
are ſeveral Obſervations made upon the Manner of both theſe 
Books, . and upon the Principles and Maxims therein contained 
in both of which it cannot be denied but there is a remarkable 
Agreement. As the Scene of the Viſions of Eſdras is Babylon, 


and the Campagne thereabout; ſo is the Scene of thoſe of Her- 


mas, Rome, and the Campagne thereabout. As the firſt Viſion 
of Eſdras fell upon him, as Thoughts came up over his Heart 
while he was laid down in his Chamber to reſt himſelf; ſo did 
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92 A-D 18$zRx Tir TON concerning. 
alſo that of Hermas, which is his firſt : For as he was in a mus 
Hog Pofture, and thereby diſpoſed to ſleep, he fell into a Trance, 
and the Spirit caught him away, and ſhewed him his Leſſon. 
As Eſdras had the firſt of his Viſions in Babylon, and the fourth 
in a certain Plain not far from it, which was not much fre- 
mn by People, fo it ſeems as if Hermas had ſome of his 
ſt· too at Rome, but his fourth in the Campagne de Roma, as he 
was walking alone very penſive in the /ia Campana, a Way that 
very few paſſed by. As Eſdras is faid to prepare himſelf by 
frequent Mortifications of Matching and Faſting, with Prayer for 
the Enjoyment of heavenly, Reyelations, fo is it faid alfo of Her- 
mat, who is introduced as ſaying, en 1 had ſaſted (a) often, and 
wade my Prayer unto the Lord, 8&c and one time as waiting (b) 
three Days, another time (c) fifteen, and again another. time (d) 
twenty Days, that is, until the one and twentieth Day, or three 
Weeks. As the Viſions of Eſdrat do begin generally with Prayer 
and Supplication; even ſo at is alſo with thoſe of Hermat. As 
. thoſe of Eſdras do end generally with great Fearfulneſs, and a 
weighty reverential Awe, ariſing upon firſt Reflexion of the 
Mind; and then with all other ſuitable Affections to the Subject 
of the ſame, and Acknowledgments for the ſpecial Favour then 
granted of God ; even ſo do thoſe of Hermas end, who is ſtruck 
with the very fame Affections of Fear, and Love, and Gratitude, 
and excited to the ſame or like Acknowledgments... But as there 
- are ſeveral Conformities obſervable in theſe two Books, ſo on the 
ther hand, there are plainly ſome too conſiderable Differences 
betwixt them, for them ever to be written by the ſame Pen. 
But notwithſtanding it is highly probable, that Fermas, or the 
Author of the Book under his Name, may have ſeen and read 
this under that of Eſdres ; and perhaps too as they were both 
tranſlated very early out of Greek into Latin, for the Uſe of the 
Latin Wefern Churches, ſo there might be but one Tranſlator 
of them both, whence ſome Similitude of Style might ariſe. _ 
As Eſdras was commanded to go into a Field that might be 
diſtant enough from the City, ſo as not to fear being diſtarbed 
by any of its Inhabitants, ſo in like Manner is Hermas com- 
manded to go into a Field that might be retired enough from the 
World, and to chooſe there ſuch a convenient and Ro Place, 
where he might not beat all interrupted. As Eſdras had the 
Viſion of the Church in the Day-time, and was alſo told that the 
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| Dax-timee, fo in like manner hath Hermas the Viſion o 
not only in the Day, but even at the /r Hour of the Day, that 


revealed from Heaven; even ſo is ſhe imagined to meet Hermas 
inthe Attire of a Virgin coming forth out of the Bride-Cham- on 


row Way, or the Entrance ofgParadiſe, ſet as in a ſteep Place be- 
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ia, enctly at full Noon, and that in an open Field too; that ſo 


there might not a Poſhbility of Deception be pretended, either 


from the Obſcurity or Multiplicity of external Objects preſenting 


themſelves to the Eye. As Eſdras was commanded to meaſure 


the Time diligently, fo is Hermas. As Eſdras was directed to 
behold the Glory coming from the Eaf, and was comforted with 
the bight of the Church reſtored upon the Foundation of the Pa- 
triarchs and Prophets ; even ſo was Hermas invited to ſee the 
Chair of the Church in the Eaſt, and called alſo thither by the 
Church, that he might be comforted, and receive a gracious 
7 N upon his Breaſt. As Eſdras had the Viſion of a young 

an of a high Stature upon Mount Sion, and of them that 


2 


2 were crowned by him, ſo had Hermas in like manner of the 


Son of God in a like juvenile Form, and fuller than all the reſt 
that were with him, both Angels and Saints. As Eſdras is made 
to ſee in Viſion, a new and glorious City entirely founded and 
2 by a divine Power, and this in a Place therefore where no 

n ever dwelt before; even ſo is Hermas favoured with a like 


Proſpect of a moſt magnificent Tower, founded and built in 


like er; in the (b) Interpretation of which there is laid 


down the whole OEconomy of the Chriſtian Religion. As in 


the ,Viſions of Eſdras, the Woman repreſenting the Church, 
was all changed of a ſudden into the Appearance of a City, 
even ſo in thoſe of Hermas, the Voice of the Church is heard by 


him, ſaying, The Tower, (c) which thou ſeeſt to be built, am 1 the 
53 he have opened unto thee, and 1 both now and before, 


As in thoſe of Eſdras, the renewed Church is deſcribed as a Bride 


ber, all clad in white and ſhining Raiment, with a Mitre on her Þ 
Head, As Eſdras was made acquainted in Viſion with the nar- oÞJ = 
tween the Fire and the Water, even ſo is Hermas ſuppoſed'to be * * 
carried by the Spirit into this very Paſlage, and conducted thro: «4 
it by the Spirit into ſuch a broad Field, as by the former is alſo 


* 


n 


—— 


deſcribed, a#i I 
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deſcribed. According Wold (4) me mein. 
the Sake of Mae: pag, r was 
made for the Sake of the Church, Acco ding to ſe) Efdras, 
chere is ſuppoſed; to have been an elder World than this, 
and Foundations of ' Paradiſe from the Beginning: And accor- 
ging to Hamas, the Church is (4) repreſented as older than all 
the things that are, or as the firſt created of the Creatures. 
| Moreover there is found in both of them a very great Agtee- 
ment in Sentiments, eſpecially as to all the moſt weighty Points 
of Religion, ſuch as the Origination of Evil, Grace, and Free- 
will, the two Seeds, and two Spirits, the different Order and 
Degrees of Men, the Peregrination and Warfare of Life, Mor- 
eification and Regeneration, the Miniſtration of Angels, = 


peration of the Holy Ghoſt, the Nature and Manner of Proyi 
| Yence, the Paradiſe of Souls, the Receptacles and Manſions in 
the intermediate State, the Reſurrection, and the Day of 
Judgment. And beſides all this, the Date which is by the Crj- 
ticks generally allowed for. the Writing of both theſe Pieces, 
is' fo very near the ſame, as they might very eaſily be writtet 
by one and the ſame Author; indeed ſo very near, as hardly to 
be diſtinguiſhed. For they allow the Book of Eſdras'to have 
been written about the End of the firſt Century after Chriſt; 
And by ſeveral intrinfick Marks it is plain, that the Antiquit 
of the Book of Hermas can be no leſs. And if fo, then nor 
more fit chan the Author of this can be thought on to be the 
Author alſo of that, which muſt be confeſſed to agree with it 
in ſo many things, beſides others yet which might be inſtanced 
In, But perhaps nothing is more remarkable than two or three 
odd Particulars, both in one and the other, which are genera 

held the moſt unaccountable, and indefenfible of all the reft. 
There is a Parable, for Inſtance, in Hermaseoncerning a-Vine- 
ard, the Lord whereof is interpreted by the Apparition of the 
pherd, to be God the Father, but the Sn of that Lord to be 
a [or the] Holy Spirit : And thus in Eſdras the Son of Cat. i. 
Viſionally repreſented as a Spiri:Fthat is holy anTheavenly, at- 
_—— ended with a erlheavenly Spirits, as it were 
. V, the Clouds of Heaven, according to the true and full Import of 

xe Hebrem Word Raach, which expreſſeth both Spirit and Wind. 
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is. Geaks (4) Ch. vi. 55,59. (6) Vil 1. c. 1. Viſ. 2. c. 3. (e) Ch. vii. 
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It þ 


11 i related alſo of B 


even long before that time. But 


eee eee 5 


given him from Heaven, with leave to Frankeibe it, and that 
retiring into a ſolitary Place of the Field, where he had his VI 
ſions, he took accordingly an exact Cop ' of. the fame ; that it 

was written without 4 Diſtinction 05 Points or Syllables, as | 
the Law of Moſer is by the Jews ſaid to be at firſt written; that 


It was not to be underſtood by him when he had it, the W 
making, » as it were, but one Word; that i Q was We * 


and loſt, he knew not how, or of "whoſe M 
that after much Prayer and Faſting, nd W ting in the 1 5 t. 
he recovered the fame again, and the Underand ling there Foy, 
a new Revelation; that he recover'd moreover a dum } 
the Chriſtian Law in Twelve Commandments, for the unmary of by 
ſtruction of all profeſſing Chriſtianity; and that ſome "ir | 
Revelations Jaſtly he was commanded to write and publiſh to 
all ; by ſendihg them 9 to the Churches, (4) but that Se were 
of a —— (d) x ivate Nature, as chiefly regari 
his on Family, an again n others ſeem to have been given 
= they might be communicated only in the Ears of the 2 2 
ders, and ch as were (c) worthy and ſanctified.- R * x 
IX. And for the Objection that is made for the Plainueſs of 
the Prophecies concerning Chriſt ; it affects other Books ng 
leſs than this, that were yet undoubtedly written before Chriſt's 
Time. Thus in the Book of Baruch there is a moſt plain Pro- 


5 that God ſhould dwell, or tabernacle with Man; to 
iy John in the Beginning of his Goſpel ſeems” to al- 


15 0 Book of Wiſdom, there is a Deſcription of Chrif 
as to his Divine Nature, as like to that in the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, as if the Author of this Book had lived after that E- 
piſtle was written, or had heard the Apoſtles preach know of 
our Saviour s Divinity. Yet it is not doubted, as I know 
this Book being older than ----- BG - 

Alſo in the Gade Paraphraſe of Onkelos ----- 5 5 
L But after all! 1 

I. The Prophecies herein are not ſo very 1 as they are 


generally thought. 


II. They are © gd 'plainer than foal that are found in the 
undoubted Writings of the true Prophets about that vs and 
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5 — in che Pede, or 1100 pib 7% 
k, but which might Have been. write 10 | 
1 Date hereof, by a, Perſon ſo qualifie 


"I the 5 15 Ne it doth not appear, that e Yo: 
855 herein contained are ſo very Plain as they have been 
ought bya great many to be. . 
1. is certain that there are ſeveral here found, ne are 
moſt obſcure, and which few or none do pretend to he able 
to underſtand or interpret. I" 
2. Thoſe which are accounted the Phineſt of al, gte not. 
without ſome conſiderable Difficulties through their "Obſcurity, 
en 0 a near and cloſe Attention to be 1 5 
"Theſe are either ſuch as relate to the Coming of Chrift,, os 
| the Stat of the. Roman Empire. | RNs e 
by The Prophecies which relate to the Coming of Chr; 


Js That Of are — as W Pro phecies i in this Book, 
as in any of the ancient Prophets, and 8 5 moſt difficult Paſ- 
| ſages in it beſides, no leſs hard to be anderſtood ; and which 
therefore few. or none have hitherto pretended to — able to de- 
eopher, in is, I think, a Matter beyond all Doubt. For Inftance, 
the Deſcription of the Signs of the Times, in the Beginnin 105 
the Fifth — is ſo — from being plain, as in all the 
35 you will have much ado to find a Place more obſcure 4 

"rg And this is the very firſt Prophecy that we meet with 
here; and ſuch as one would think ought to have been the | 
ineſt too. 

The very next is chat of the Thunder - Voice, in the nee 
Chapter: And tho' it be delivered with more Clearnefs. than 
the former, yet one that is not ski lled in the Prophetick Ima- 
es, may be at a Loſs to interpret what is there meant by the 

ning of the Books, or by the ſown Places, or by the Sore-houſes, 
or by the Trumpet, or by the Earthquake, or. by the Super ſignas 
tion, (or Sealing) of this World, or by the Foundations there- 
of, or by the Springs, or by the HOT Voice, and the Sound 


of many Waters: | 


The 


22 775 — — 
6 —— — er re ee! 
And this this ſome. look upon r leſs 
= =o, 1 iy LO 
. 5 rae] . 8 beveled ir was f 
R — e 
in nut a more 15 rophecy in all Daniel, than this a8 „„ 
FE EY ; 1 3 odd Las . on = E 
xemov it is no meam c ear, whether i it meant 
gk che firſt or of the ſecond Coming of Chriſt: And nothing 
i more obſcure in any of the Prophets,; than the. Calculatien 
che four handred Team. Nor is it poſſible ever 1 bt s * 
underſtand, without ſome competent Knowledge of the Pro» 
hat is here meant by the Ap of the 
ng forth of her that is 937 drawn. _ 
or the t of the World into its old 3 19 
nent of Kuen Days, or the Parallel of the laſt and formers 
en 5 Avalening of a ee after a Week of 


- or the Com 


i fever, t Abe ain that ts pretend n ad tog 
great Plainneſs of this n can a tins o Objection at all 


againſt the Authority or Genuineneſs:of it; which is what 1 
undertook to ſhew. Theſe I have taken in Order, and the fol- 
lowing Prophecies in this Book will not he found- to be without-- 
their Obſcurities to a common Reader, any more than theſe 
three which I have inſtanced in. I forbeat to mention here o- 
ther moſt difficult and abſtruſe which 1 have known” ' + 
— zreat Acuteneſs and Sagacity confeſs they were not able 
erſſand or interpret. And thus it is evident, how little 
| ine ſome Criticks have to complain of the too Ses Ei w 27 
dence: generally met with in this Book.” But -— oY 
1 ate not only ſome obſeure Prophecies in it, ben 
even thoſe which are accounted the Plaineſt of all, are not wih. 
8 6 conſiderable Dee! W ich flow from the ordinary © 2 3 
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3 | Obſeuritx 
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bſeinity be che nen elend ue 
——— ——ů —ę— 
wa rerogiyph) and to the 
whole Series of ale Subject Matter, with the more notable Cir- 
— — Viſion of the Numa and the City ; and to the 
” following one of the and the Lian. Theſe, howſoever plain 
* they may be thought to be, and tho? dæem d dy many rather Hi- 
NAories of What was — than Predi tions of what was to come, 
can ne ver yet be duly appretiended by any, without being Learned 
to ſome Degree in the ancient H lyphicat Language, and 
without ſome other Qualifications beſi which are 
requiſite to the Interpretation of the Hebrew Prophets i in gene. 
tal. And for Proof hereof, 1 appeal to all ing Peruſers 
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"ang in this Book, are eicher ſuch as relate to the Coming of 


means be brought to think one or the ocher ſo very plain, as 
— are bs boy ae — L Reaſons Tre menti- 
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not fo Ritt As deere is any Ground to ſuſpe®t ming of to dere bern 
written after it. The very plaineſt of theſe, is chat which-hath 
been above cbnſſdered. That of the Lion coming out of the 
Wood. is by the Arabict Tranſlator declared to be a Þ 
of the 4 e Maſſiah; but is ſo far from being plain; as there 
are Reaſons eveii 18 Gt Whether ic do . all belong di- 
recti to Chrift. That of the Spiritual Man arifing up out of the 
Sea, is more certainly a Prophecy of him, and of his ſecond 
Coming ts take unto Himſelf the Kingdom. But as this is 


Ay, 2 a 


not yet fulfilled in any part, we can ſay nothing more to it on 


this Account, but that the Event muſt W whether it be 


| A, true ora 135 and pretended Pro ay” ee 


* 5899 ou Prophetical Scripture muſt ey to me Jef 
Side of the Eagle. What great Contending there has been by 


the Sword to make the right Head caſt up again what it hath 


fwallowed down, we all know : But how long this Contention 
mall yer laſt, until the Sword of the one half quite devour the 
Sword of the other, none of us knoweth'; for moſt certainly all 
the Thovghts and F Foliticks of Man ſhall 'be here edu e 


For this I need referr to 


The ph, neſt of all the Prophecies (Pretended'or Real) con- 
Cbriſt, or to the Stute of the Roman Empire But ] can by no 
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yan will be pleaſed when »yau-ſhall have reflected, with your 
wonted Accuracy, upon Chap, zii. v. 29, 30, 31. For what can 
be more expreſſiwe in the dymbolical Language of the grand 


Naritime Powers at this Day, than the tuo Feathers under the 


Eagle e Wings, paſſing over the Head that is on the right Side, i. e. 
over France. 11 leave you to make the Application both of this, 
and of that which follows concerning the ſpecial Divine Pro- 
tection and Ordination of Matters, with reſpect to theſe, a- 


midſt all the confuſed Tumults and Convulſions of State, which - 


z6annat but therein ariſe, notwithſtanding that theſe are they 
whom the Higheſt hath kept unto their End, even the end of 
this laſt of the four Monarchies ſeen by Daniel. Concerning the 
Lion coming qut af the Wood, to execute the divine Judgments 


upon che Eagle, and to ſettle Matters univerſally upon an upright 


Foundation, to the great Joy of all God's People, until the Com- 


s ino-of the Pay of gudgmem, I have nothing to write more, than 
5 — be la th be ſome Prince peculiarly anointed and empowered 


of God for:that End, who. ſhall be as a ſecond. Cyrus to deliver 
his Church, and to open a Way for the Return of his Jſrael. 
+Whoever be is, he is in the Wood ; and till it pleaſe God that he 
come ont of it, the wiſeſt Conjectures about him may be found 
vain. It hath been ſuggeſted that his Name in the Myſtery is 
Enoch, and that in vertue of that Name and Spirit, the Earth 
is given to him, as the Sea is to Leviathan; that old Dragon 
which maketh War againſt the heavenly Woman and her Seed. 
As the Earth differs from the Sea, and the Wood from the Sand 
of the Sea, even ſo ſhall the Riſe and Manifeſtation of this 
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E Gregory us, not in Arabic it may 
- ace haft e, . ee vane 
me ret Apoc $ 
3 as ſome do tho! it —— noe 
perhaps have the ſame Authority with the reſt, by the Teſtimo- 
ny of the Manuſeripts. And eſpecially ſinoe 1 find it in the 
Verſion of Leo Hebreus, Par. I cannot but have a greater Re- 


Gelatin have omitted to give us any Light concerning the O- 
riginal Hebrew, which ſeems not; only to have been among the 
Confantinopolitan Jem about the time of the Reformation, but 
— to have been met with in France or aly-by' that Learned 
The French Benediftines acquaint us with another Latin 


Vafon of this Book, much different boch from the Vulgar, 


and that of Leo; which 1 could wiſſr Mr. Whiffor, or ſome other 
might get compared, if poſſible; or that the Benediftines might 


be prevailed: on to give it us, as it 7 with: he hh 8 


Verſions in ſo many Columns BFF 

* * n e ee * 
s Ik any Credit may be given to the Report of the ib Doe⸗ 
tors in their Talmud, we were very near loſing the 2. Book 
of Exeliel; the Authority of it having been very hotly diſputed 
in a great Aſſembly, before it could gain Admiſſion into the ſa- 
ered Canon: 9 'of the ſaid Aſſembly being of the Opinion, 


that it ought to be entirely ſuppreſſed, together with the Books 


of evoke and Eccleſietes; And to this very Day ſome Porti- 
ons of that Prophet are not permitted to be read by any till they 


arrive to ſuch a certain _ And whether they did not actu- 

ally ſoppreſs ſome of the Prophecies of Feremiah,; may very well 

admitt of an —— r it ie, * ſome of them-are- loft, 
and that the pre 
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gard for it; tho I cannot but lament that both he _ Petru, 
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"mand fare a Orden ef Deny "2s. | having 
> Authority of the Prophet, and che A "1 
for the Ap po oF — each en Sn bona 3 
ia alſo they N28 inſerted, as ſome have remarked; into thoſe 
Collections of the Prophets, ſeveral Hiſtories which probably 
may not have been written by thoſe Prophets . 
ey bear. As for Inſtance, we have in Iſaiah: three -whol 
ters that concern King "Hexelinh and are found in the 
Book of Kings, Whether the „e of that 'H Aang 
| had them from this Book, or whether they were brought hi- 
ther out of that Hiſtory, 3 is very uncertain.” We have alſo in. 
| Feremiah the Hiſtory of the Deſtruction of Jeraſalem, exactly 
2 deſcribed in the ſame Book of Kings. And R. David 
| i obſerves in his Commentary upon this Prophet, that he 
who made the Collection of his Prophecies, had added thereto the 
Hiſtory of the Deſtruction of ꝓeruſalem, in the ſame . 7 
en at the end of the Book of * We” 
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ee eflabliſh the divine 43 of any Book, it is re- 
| quire 

1. That it be writ by an Author divinely inſpired. 
3 the Author wWas divinely inſpired when he wrote 

be n 

That there be full Evidence of both theſe. 
of "Far there may be Books written by inſpired Authors, 1 1 
may not be from Divine Inſpiration: And there may have been 
even ſeveral Books divinely inſpired, and compoſed by undoubt- 
edly true Prophets; of whoſe Author yet and Inſpiration, there 
is not ſufficient Evidenee found, for the Church to receive and 
approve them. There * * be ſufficient Evidence to 1 
Jews for 3 
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e tene bor the Bp: 404 J 
de kneten Fellerifical Dialeet," and thence 2 
into the Hen or Chalet; er elſe written if Heb Rin, 
dt in tome one of its Dialecs, and thence dofle into the Greek, | 
i The Va! ir Latin Tr fl tion, f. * as ir is, >» age ertainly from 
the Gel; But Whether this was the Original, will, I think, 
admit of one Doubt. For that it was heretofot e extant both 
in che ehen and the Greet, we are affiired by the Teftitnony bf 
ock Witrieſſesas it would be very hard to fuſpe@"6f a Deſign 
- ofinmpoliig vypen us in che Matter. Thoſe that occurr to the are 
3 Fu,, the famous Count Earl of Mirandulu, the elder pk * 
Des Galatin, and Leo Fudan.” The fitſt '6f theſe was a 
Perſon of mere Learning and Sagacity, than to be eafily impbled 
pon by a en in a Matter of To high Conſequence: But how- 
tier the Jem might think Wirten hin, we cannot doubt, but to 
mike his Market of the Count, he really produced x Hebrew'E/- 
dras, which he pretended to be the Original it ſelf, whence firſt 
the Greek, and ten the Latin Editions of it were made; toge- 
ther with an Abſtract at leaſt of the Seventy Books of Wiſdom 
which were to be hidden, and which I take to have been thoſe 
Seventy Apocryphal Books of the Old Teſtament, which were 

_ certainly extant in the Time of Epiphanius, tho there might be 
ſufficient Reaſons for keeping them ſecret. The Words of 
Pie Y * 1 3 __— * TTT. 18 * 
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Petrus Galatinus reports, that in his Time the Fame was 
Ta that this Book was to be found among the Fer at Con- 


fantinopie in their own Language, 


© Hy „Leo Jadæus appeats to have had the very Hebrew Copy 
in his own Hands, and to have made uſe of it ; tho' conceal- 


jog his Name, and not ſo much as telling us where and how he 
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| leber ected, this may be imputed to the little Eſteem Leg 
that ſome Variations were by him obſerved in the Vulgar Latin 4 
obſerved others alſo, had he Hoe worth his tvhile, Ne- 


gar Latin, as in any of the Books of the Canonical Scripture, 
when he had the Originals to go to. pf Jo 


made in the Libraries of Europe, I do not deſpair but ſome far- 
is not much to be wondred at, if what is ſo wanted in order to 
ne ; as your Arabick Copy before the Diſcovery of Mr. Gregory, | $4 | 


who took care to conceal himſelf, with whom our Eſdras was if 


at London a Book with this Title, 
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ok of ESD RAS; M 
ca bo meet with it. For this Leo has given us a new Veron 
A oer Apoctyphal Eds, collated with the Hebres then i tis Kul 
Hands, which H. Stephens has publiſhed' in his Lai Bible of un Hl 
hor of that Verſion, I learn from þ 


wen i 5 "Ls derable /as 


* 


If theſe Collations be not 
4 


r the Book itfelf : But however, they are enough to ſhew © 


from the Hebrew Copy which he had, and that he cculd have N. 


vertheleſs his Verſion appears as different from this in the Vul- . 


1DJE- DE ON, 


But if the yew Latin Verſion in Stephens's 


3 „ 
o : \ J 

9 
1 


the Hands of ſeveral Learned Men. The Learned Mr. Gregory 
was the firſt who took any Notice of the Arabick, Tranſlation a- 593 
bout the Lear z otherwiſe it might perhaps have lain 
hid, or neglected to this very Day: And if a diligent Search were THY 


ther Diſcovery might be made, and poſſibly even the loſt He- = 
byew Copy itſelf might be recovered. But there being 1804 «| 
few, if any, who think it worth their Pains to make laborious , 


Searches after Manuſcripts of a Piece ſo very little regarded; it - EE | 
frame a perfecter Judgment upon this Matter, tho really in be- 716. J 
ing, ſhould ſtill remain a good while lock d up from the Pub- © 8 


and even fince it for about fourſcore Years. 1 
But even before the Diſcovery of Mr. Gregory, I have found!? 
there was in the Reign of K. James I. living a Learned Man == 


moſt high Eſteem. For in the Year 1610, there was printed 


Prophecy that hath lain hid above theſe two thouſand Tears, 8c, 
Which is nothing elſe but an Expoſition upon the XIth Chap- 
ter of this Book, or the Prophecy of the Eagle, with a Preface 

0 which 


at 


. _ Fi hizes W 1 B * mins "The 4 Auhor py 1 | 
n to Have be been a Perſon of or gens in the World, and o 
». Perſonally acquaint Ty fore of the park dare 1 
1 En 4 


: A 

. + dertake to gueſs yet 3 But I obſerve that it was pompouſly print- 
* ed, and was ſold b y Nathanial Fosbroche near the Biſhop of Lon- 
* don's Gate, at "he I End of S. Pauls. . Whoever j Author 
nd 5; auf! Whether 4 er gyman or 2 Layman, tis certain he had 
. ſome Degrees. of Prophetic OY 4 * too 4 ee 


1. r 1 


1 may reaſonably . Wan chat il the Writings which 
Iba, and which are generally made ----- Append of 
to 8 Ola e are more. ancient n the * 


Go. 


dic! to Ant quity ay any of the ren. 


Thy e gan- Apt pocrypbal Book 2 n to greater Antis 
155 than ah 2 more than ſome of the bree Can: 


£4” 


Here followeth thi Fifth Book of Eſaras ; - which. tho' for 


** XVIth Chapters of * Second Bock of Eſdras in our common 
F — Copies; yet t differs not a little not only in the Diviſion into 
* . E's 


ven Chapters, but in the Tranſlation alſo pretty often. Towhi 
MO cl wy, 2. 


both in he peer n, 
ith the wnfort 15 | e pn of 
WAL Pr Seal F hether the * of 
don, Dr. or ran about 11 as will did 


don 
ad approve it before it went to the Preſs, 1 will — un- 


K The two Apecryphal Books * Blu have = gool Pre | 


E a Subllaoet the ſame, generally ſpeaking, with the XVth and 


3s .annext_ a Note Si what i is meant by the Drag of 


— 2 * 
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—_ 


13 
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* Fichtl and truę. 


The Fifth Book of E S D RA S. 


F 


CHAP. I. 


TIE EH OLD, ſpeak thou into the Ke Pecs 
N ple, the Words of Prophecy which 1 will but | 
into thy Mouth, faith the LORD. - - + 3 
2. And ſee chat they be written in Bock, for they. 


3. Au be not thou afraid becauſe of the Imaginations which - | 
are againſt thee : Neither let the Incredulity of the Gaiaſayers, 
at a — thee. 2 
le 4 | For every one that is incredulous, ſhall die in his Incredu- 
ty. 
5. Behold I bring, faith the LORD, Evie vpon the World: 
Sword and Famine, and Death, and Deſtruction. 

6. Becauſe every Land is polluted with Iniquity above meas 
ſure; and their pernicious hurtful Works are filled u. 
7. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord: I will not be filent | 
er touching the Impieties of thoſe that deal irreligioully : 
ther will I bear in them thoſe things wherein they unjuſtly ex- 
Cuſe themſelves. 
8. Behold, the innocent and righteous Blood crieth unto me 
and 2 Souls of the 1 cry and ceaſe not. | 


9. In 
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12. And Egypt I will ſmite with ſmiting, as I did before: 
And will deſtroy the Land thereof. 5 } 
Z 13. Egypt ſhall mourn; and the Foundations thereof be 
” fihitten with a deadly Wound, and with the Vengeance which 
S , no 
134. The Husbandman ſhall mourn who tilleth the Ground; 
their Seeds ſhall fail, and their Trees be waſted, by reaſon of 
I the Blaſting, and the Hail, and the terrible Conſtellation. - _ 
3 15. Woe, Woe to the World, and to them that dwell 
_—_ —_— | 
E- 16. For the Sword is drawn nigh unto them ; and the Break- 
= ing of them to pieces r e 
17. And Nation ſhall riſe up againſt Nation, to fight one 
with another; and a two- edg d Sword ſhall be in their Hs nds. 
218. For there ſhall be a Breaking of every Eſtabliſhment 'a- 
mong Men; and ſome Men growing too great for others, ſh 
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* 9. And the Princes ſhall meaſure their Aftions by their 
> 1 a Man ſhall covet to go into a City, and ſhall not 
be . ä XD ; | 1 Sr 122 
L 21. For becaufe of Pride ſhall their Cities be in great trou- 
— Shag Houſes ſhall be pulled down; the Men ſhall be ter- 
+ m2 N ſhall have no Mercy upon his next Neigh- 
"2 bour ; that they may give up the Houſes of one another to be 
= by-the Sword, and that they may ſpoil all their Sub- 
A. Becauſe of the Famine of Bread, and of the great Tri- 


kh. * ©> F 
, 22 @ \- 


4.4 
r 


% 
# 
3 <4 


CHAP, 


| 


nA E 220 


B * EH OLD, I call together, faith the LORD, all the 


ngs of the Earth to reverence me. 
ven from the Riſing of the Sun and from the Sub; 
| from the Edt and from Lebanon, 
hat they may turn to themſelves, and render up again 
what hath been committed to them. 


4. Even as they have done unto this very Day to my choſen 


ones, ſo will I alſo do; and will repay the ſame into their 
_ 
5. Thus ſaith the Lord God: My Ri ght Hand ſhall not ſp pare 
the Sinners: And the Sword ſhall not ale upon them that ſhed 
innocent Blood upon the Eatth, © 
& There is gone forth a Fire from his Wrath; and it hath 
horned the . of the Earth, and burti up the 
Wicked as Straw. 
7. Wo to them that do wickedly, and ohierve not wy 
Cthlimandinetits : ; faith the LORD. ol 
8. 1 not ſpare them. 


epart from me, ye apoſtated Children from the Power Do 
. ot defile my SanQuary, 


. Him 


10. For the LORD knoweth all them that offend againſt 


11. Thetefore hath he delivered them up unto Death, and 
unto the Slaughter. 
12. Now then are the Evils come upon the World ; and ye 
ſhall alſo remain in them. 


13. For God will not deliver you, becauſe you have finned 
A him. | 
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CHAP. In. 


5 E H OLD an horrible Viſion, and the Face thereof 
from the Sun-riſin ng . 
2. And there ſhall go forth the Nations of the. 4 rabian 

Dragons, with a Multitude 5 Chariots. 

3. And even as the Blowing of the Wind, ſo is their Anmy 
carried over the Earth. 

4. So that all they that hear them, ſhall fear and tremble, - 

5. The Carmanians fhall be mad with Anger, and ſhall. go 


forth: as wild Boars out of the Wood, and come up with a t 


6. And they ſhall ſtand a Battle vith them, and ſhall waſte a 

had W Fn the D ſhall rail creed 

7. ter theſe things ns ore 
AK fd ng mindful of theix \ Dragon 

| And binding themſelves faſt together, ſhall wich a mighty 

ter them. 

ben Il theſe be put to Confuſion, and their Arm 7 ſhall 

be ſtruck with Silence, and ſhall betake themſelves to fli 

10. From the Borders of the Arians, ſhall he that. rien 

down againſt them, block them in. 

11, And when one of theſe ſhall be taken, Fear and Dread 

__ invade their Hoſt, and Diſſenſion thall be among thein : 


EY 
Vogr hay Clouls from the Eaft, pg the North,” even 
unto a e Appearance of t em is exqgedi 
Hble, full of Wrath and of Storm. ing 70 
13. And they ſhall ſtrike one againſt anotlier, and dall rike 5 
down upon the Earth many a Conſtellation; ; yea and even theix a 
| on Conſtellation. 
14. And there ſhall be Blood from the Sword even unto the | 
Horſe s Belly: And the Filth of Men even unto the Camel's 
irdle. 
: 29 And there ſhall be a Fear and Trembling upon the 
Earth; and they ſhall quake who ſhall ſee that Wrath, » $06 E 


fearful Sha ing mall ſeize upon them, 
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16. 1 858 after theſe things there ſhall be fre wins Tone 
out of the South, and — * Nurtbz. tn; 2 4 
And another Party alſo from the Weſt ſhalt be, 
15 And the Winds from the Eaſt ſhall mightily — 1 
8 4% it open, and the Cloud which that raiſed vp in 


19. And the Conſtellation Star that was to cauſe Dread both 
to che at Wind, and to the Ne, ſhall be brought downand 


20. And Clonds great and mighty, and full of Wrath ſhall be 


lifted up, together with the Star, that they may terrify all the : 


Earth, and they that dwell therein. 

221. And they ſhall pour out over every high and eminent 
ny W a terrible Stur, Fire and Hail, and flying Spords, and me: , 
mm Waters. 

22. So that all the Fields may be filled, and all che Rivers 

with the Fulneſs of the many Waters. 

23. They ſhall ſweep before them Cities, and Fortreſſes, and 
e Hills, and Weeds, and Meadows, and * 

EI dss. 

24. And they ſhall pad over with a continued Courſe even 
3 firs ſhall make her afraid. | - 

25. They ſhall come up together againſt her, and they ſhall 
aſs her about, and ſhall pour out upon the —_ ant all 
ianner-of Wrath. 

26. And the Duſt and Smoak of her ſhall go up unto the 
Heaven; and all they that are round about her ſhall lament 
over her. 

27. And they that remain under her ſhall be Servants of 
them that have been the Overturners of her. : 
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CHAP. IV. 


. OREO VER, O Ala, the Companion of ths 
M2 Hope of Babylon, and the Glory of her F Wo 


be unto thee, thou Weretch, | j 
2 Be 
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N diode ch Daughters in Fo 5 75 3 
43 is * Tha hey! "might be plaed with, and boaſt f a chres 
I Inctheir Lovers, with un 4 haſt; {always had à Mind -q 


play tha Whore. 1 EE E i . 
Her that is back: haſt thou imitated in all her 


al Works, 
I in her Inventions... 
5 . Wherefore thus faith God, 1 will nd Evil upon tee, 
8 Wikowhood Poverty, and Famine ; and the Sword, and the 
| Peſtilence, to wiſts thy Houſes with Violence and Death. 

6. And the Glory of thy Power ſhall wither as a Flowar, 
when the Heat ſhall Iiriſe that is ſent out over the, + 
7. Thou ſhalt be weakened as a poor Whore that is — 
and wounded by Women, ſo that the Great ones that cage 
ber ſhall not care to receive thee. 
8. Would I have betn ſo zealous againſt thee, 915 the Leid, 
if thou hadſt not ſlain my Choſen? and that at all T Times, and : 
E- up high the Stroke of thine Hands. 
= 9. Or if thou hadſt not ſaid, when thop waſt drunken with 
be: thei Slaughter, Adorn the Beauty of thy Countenance 


-- 
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#3 10. Tbe Reward of this Fornication is come therefore into 
Þ thine qwn. Boſom ; and the Ra pan thereof thou ſhalt re- 
5 ceive. 5 
. 11. For as Wits hat — unto my Choſen, Gith the LORD, 
A even fo ſhall God do alſo unto thee ; ; and ſhall deliver thee up 
* 112. 1 Thy Saks ſhall "* of the Famine — Hunger ; and tho 
4 tale fall by the Sword ; and 
3 Thy Cities ſhall be broken down; all they thats ſhall be 
. e Field ſhall periſh with the Sword; and they that: be in 
3 8 Mountains ſhall periſh with — 
5 14. They ſhall en eat their own Fleſh, and drinktheix own, 
J Wond; through Hunger of Bread, and Thirſt of Yann. :o: | + 
4 5. Unhappy hog ſhale paſs through the Seas; and ſhalt re- | 
8 Aer thine evil things. l 
"if And in the PMage they ſhall ſtrike againſt the eaſy City 5 1 


and ſhall tread down ſome Portion of this Land, and aboliſh || 7 
part of thy Glory, returning again to Babyles” that by * 


2 WET - 5 
fo Re = 4 £ : $40 
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1 thrown. * 2 1 
= 17. And being caſt down, thou ſhalt be unto them for Stub- 0 
1 Wh and they Mall be unto thee for Fire. £ 


18. They 


. 


they! 2 00 with Fire. 


lee 


2 ee Bb of E SDRAS.”. 
Fry 


Mountains : All ty Woods and thy 


** dei Fruit, hal 
Thy Children ſhall they lead N Goin - "inf 


. ſhall they take for their e 5 and the n of of fo | 


ace . . 1 deface. F 
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CHAP, Ka 


0 E unto eh Babylon nd; I 
2. Woe unto thee Egypt and Syria; 
3. Gird yourſelves with Sackloth and with Gi 
Ales of Hair, and lament for your Children, and | grieve becauſe 
your Deſolation is at hand. 
4. There is ſent among you aSword, and who is he tharſhal 


turn it back? 


5. There is ſent amongſt you 2 Fire; and who is he that 
Fan quench it? 

6. _ 7 ſent among you Plagues ; ; and who is he that can 

7. Can any one repell an hungry Lion in the Wood, or 


quench the Fire in the Stubble when it hath begun to bum? 


8. Can any one repell the Arrow which is ſhot out by 3 ſtrong 


Archer ? 


9. The LORD, the Mighty one,  ſhooteth his Arrows; and 
what i is he that can drive them back? 


10. A Fire is gone forth from his Wrath ; and who i is he 
that ſhall extinguiſh it? 


6 11. He ſhall fend forth his Lightnings 3 and who ſhall not 
ear? | 
. He ſhall thunder ; . and who. ſhall not be ſtruck with 
Amazement? | 


„He, even the LORD, ſhall FS and who is there that 


- 215 be ground to Duſt at his Preſence, when he doth 
is 
14. The Earth quiketh, and the Foundations thereof: The 


13 up from the Deep its Billows, Is 15. And 


Cities, thy Land and | N 


3 


ani] it bath conſurhed the Foundations of the Earth. © 
20. Wo unto me! Wo unto me! Who ſhall deliver me in 


x 77 5 1 25 the ace of | | 
Glory of his Power, © * . ee 
16. For ſtrong is his Ri icht i EY «koh rh Bs 135 

rp are the Arrows "hich are ſhot by him. WO 
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17. They ſhall nöt miſs wheti they Thall be begun: wo wo h | 
into the Eds of the Earth. A 


18. 2 _ Evils are ſent forth, ad they ſhall not return 


back ag til they come upon the Earth. is. eee. 
19. he Fire is enkindled, and it ſhall not be extingu iſh * 


thoſe Days ? 3 
21. The beginning of Pains, and many Groanings ? 


2. 2 The beginning 0 Wan,” Ki mo dere AF 17 
— Binding T ** Lerror ng 


ming — Plagues, and great Trembling among 


5 8 T./: . 


. chile what ſhall I do, 3 the Evils come; 


2 Behold Famine and Peſtilence, and Tribulation an ad Ao 
Ent, 


are the Scourges which are ſent for the Am 


"3 
27. But notwithflanding all theſe, they. wilo not be 2 


Ben their Tniquities ; ; neither "will they be ful of the 


6+ 4 -- 


11 fs of Corn, fo fo that . and Peace ſhall appear e 

And then ſhall the Exils bud forth from th ; 
Swords, Famine il he Ee bed Re Sr Ea: 327 

30. For of thoſe that inhabir the Earth, there mal very many 


di e by the Famine. 


1. And the Sword ſhall deſtroy che reſt whom the Famine 
ul] have ſpared. © 

932. And "a Dead ſhall be caſt out as Dung; and chere fall 
be none to lament for them ; neither any to comfort thoſe that 


* * 


r 


5 The 


Behold, there fla be upon pon the Ei e * ing ah : 


For the Land ſhall be lef deſert, and the Cities | thereof 
ſhall be caſt down. | 
34. The Trees ſhall bring forth Fruit ; ; but who full cer be 


ro «was them? 
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their Husbands 
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40 vpe behind by them who 3 cm 
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Mare be left in theſe Date three or four Pe ons 


the Dal be ke os a Sword. an th F NY tal 
nd. Fn en 
a (theteof 


Virgins Roti ah. not havin overs; te 

ee, e having ths thy Hub ds; and 

their Da — len not having an Helper. o 
rooms ſhall be conſumed in the War; and $- 


4 Their 1 1 
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lives IE 


9 Ne 


be waſted away.in the Famine. 


Fins of the ar AR hang: and ae on 


27 Lord. 


Serv 
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asus 7823 
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T3 EHOLD the Word of the Lord; n unto i 

8 ge Servants of his; and give no Credence to thoſe 
concerning whom Sr hath ſpoken unto you. 

"ſts Balla che Peil draw near; and they are not ſlack. 

As the Pains of a Woman with Child, at the ninth-Month's 

A bringing. forth a Son, do within two or three/Hours before 


compar ber Womb, and flack not a Moment ill the Chile 
EI © © 


: LO 


FRA "IP 4 


pl 


7 7 peer, . 8 7K ond: Make fur 
3 againſt the Battle; and in midſt of theſe Plague 
- 5 "even 8 rth. . e * 1 
1 a N br th, | B's he thet'f fleeth"away ; 
* 1 c as One that / ex "A 3 35 
CS... ini that ch. de as one, chat hath ho Gait 

= he were not to i- 


25 it: 8 chat buildeth an Houſe, 11 
No 12 him that folveth; Fa as" if he were not to reap ; and 
fo Gee that dreſſeth a Vineywd, a if he ſhould not aer 


. 
#8 


34 10 © „ 


Teen on ar ew har marry, be 1 if they were to get no Chil: 4 
ak - and fich not, let them be as Widowers. | a TY 


2, Becauſe the that be. do labour all in vain, 2A 
27 Fer their Fruits fel be Teaped byFore en 22 
take away their Subſtan cent 5 

ae The 2 overturn their Houſes; and heir Children 

ptivity; nevertheleſs in Captivity and i in 

Famine, there ſhall be ber de unto them Children. af 

3. Az for them that uſe Extortion in their T. ritfice; the 
ky adorn their Cities and their Houſes, "and their Poſ- 

8852 * their Bodies, the more will 1 be . zealous. 13 

them, becauſe of their Sins, faith the Lord. 

134. As an honourable and vertuous Woman is loved to Js: 

Jouſy by the ſtrange Woman, when the adorneth herſelf ; even 
BY ſo is Juſtice moved to Jealouſy againſt Injuſtice, when, ſhe dreſ- 
ſieth up herſelf; and ſhall accuſe her to the Face, when he ſhall 
come who may defend the Searcher out of every Iniquity upon 
the Earth. 
15. Wherefore be ye not like unto her, neither be ye Par: 
takers of her Works, 
16. Becauſe it is yet a little while, and Injuftice- ſhall be 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HIS is to give Notice, that whereas ſeye- 
ral Manuſcripts of the late Doctor Lee are 
miſſing : Such as I. An Eſſay concerning the Li- 
4 | berty of Words. II. Concerning the Liberty of 
% Habits. III. Concerning the Ancient Uſe of Lots. And 
V. Concerning the Schools, or Colleges of the Prophets; 
thipiving an Account at large, not only of the Order and 
PDriginal Vſtitution in general, but the diftin& and 
de full Character likewiſe of all the Jewiſh Prophets in 
particular, and in part of thoſe alſo in the New Te- 
amen If any Friends of his may happen to have 
pPorrowed any of theſe, or any other of the Doctor's 
Writings, without remembring to return them in his 
Life-time; they are hereby deſired to return them now 
with all convenient ſpeed, either to the Doctor's Daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Deborah Jemima De la Fontaine, in the New 
Buildings at the End of Pelbam- Street in Spittle-Fields ; 
pr to Mr. James the Printer, in Little Britain; that ſo 
they may be prepared and publiſh'd in due time, for the 
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